Cumann  Lúthchleas  Gael   -   Coiste  Atha Cliath
Comhdháil Bhliantúil
Páirc Parnell, Dé Luain 8ú Nollaig 2008  ar  7.00  i.n.
An Clár
1. Minutes of 2007 Convention.

2. Adoption of Standing Orders.

3. Auditor's Report and Financial Statement.

4. Secretary's Report.

5. Appointment of Tellers.

6. Election of Officers.

7. Competitions Control Committee Report.

8. Coiste Éisteachta Report.

9. Appointment of Auditor.

10. Motions.


11. Appointment of Delegates to Leinster Convention.

12. Appointment of Delegates to Congress.

Standing Orders for Convention

1. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment thereto, may speak for 5 minutes but no longer.

2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution, or amendment, shall not exceed 3 minutes.

3. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment, may speak a second time for 5 minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may speak a second time to any Resolution or Amendment.

4. The Chairman shall, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed, call on the Proposer to reply, after which a vote will be taken.

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move "that the question be now put" after which, when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.

AINMNIUCHÁIN
Cathaoirleach
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Outgoing

Oifigeach Forbartha:

Séamus de Róiste 

(Fionnbhrú Colmcille)
Outgoing

Oifigeach Oiliúna:
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(Naomh Maur)

Outgoing

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí:



Gearóid Ó Súilleabháin 
(Baile Buadáin Naomh Éanna)

Árd Comhairle

Seán Mac Coisdealbha
(Oileán na hÉireann)          
Outgoing



Séamus de Róiste 

(Fionnbhrú Colmcille)



Dáibhéid Ó Billings

(An Coláiste Ollscoile BAC)

Comhairle Laighean
Séamus de Róiste 

(Fionnbhrú Colmcille)
Outgoing



Dómhnall Ó hIcéadha
(Na Fianna)


Outgoing

Aindriú Mac Coitil

(Rabíní Fine Ghall)



Seán Ó Báille 

(Cuala)


Micheál Ó Briain

(Naomh Jude)

Seán Ó hAonasa

(Cuala)

Oifigeach Ógra
Bearnairdín Uí Lochlainn
(Na Cloigthí C.)


Oifigeach na Gaeilge


Bairbre Uí Néill

(Cáisleán Cnucha)

Outgoing

Tuarascáil An Rúnaí

Tá sé in am dom arís féachaint siar ar na príomh imeachtaí don bhliain atá imithe. Chomh maith le sin, seo an t-aon seans atá agam, mar Rúnaí Contae, mo thuairim pearsanta a chur ós bhur gcomhair. Teastaíonn uaim mo bhuíochas a ghabháil le na hOifigigh an Chontae agus sna Club as ucht a gcuid oibre i rith na bliana.

Inter-County - Senior Football

For only the fifth time in Dublin’s history we were crowned Leinster Senior Football Champions for the fourth summer in succession in 2008. Only one other Leinster county – Wexford in the 1910s – has ever won four Leinster titles in-a-row but in light of the success of some counties via the ‘back door’ the gloss has gone somewhat off provincial successes in all provinces. In Dublin we still take pride in winning Leinster titles but unfortunately we have not been able to build on our provincial successes as the launching pad to successfully capturing the Sam Maguire. Therefore, there is a sense that the achievement is dulled. However, we don’t have to go too far back in the annals to find barren spells when Leinster titles proved beyond our reach. Dublin’s 23-point Leinster final victory over Wexford is the largest in the history of Leinster finals, outflanking Dublin’s 5-12 to 0-7 victory over Meath in 1955. 

On the back of this success, optimism was up that we could move forward. However, we ran into a Tyrone team who changed gears in the lead up to the game and were not going to be stopped in the drive to be crowned All-Ireland Champions for the third time. Tyrone had shown brief glimpses against Mayo of their undoubted class in their one-point Round Three Qualifier but they lifted the level of their individual and collective performances against Dublin. The loss of Alan Brogan through injury, our top-scorer, and a missed goal chance in the early minutes seemed to weigh heavily on the team and there is no team better than the current Tyrone side to sense vulnerability and go for the jugular. 

Earlier in the season Dublin had guaranteed promotion back to Division 1 of the National League for 2009 despite losing to Westmeath in the decider in Páirc Tailteann. Dublin were without several key players for that game owing to the suspensions arising out of the game with Meath in our concluding game of the regulation stages. It was also Dublin’s fourth game in as many weeks as the postponement of fixtures against Armagh (Crossmaglen) and Monaghan (Parnell Park) played havoc with the schedule. The postponement of the Armagh game in Crossmaglen and its subsequent refixture also had implications for our own local football and hurling championships. People who were quick to berate our Competitions Control Committee seemed to forget about how the round-robin section of our revamped senior football championship was totally knocked off kilter by the Armagh postponement.  

Paul Caffrey 

While Paul Caffrey and his management team of Dave Billings, Brian Talty and Paul Clarke may not have led the county to All-Ireland glory, four Leinster titles in-a-row is testament to their expertise and dedication to the Dublin cause. The management team, for the duration of their appointment, attended games all around the county assessing players and must have seen the majority of clubs in action during this period. I thank Paul and his selectors, as well as his backroom staff, for their utter devotion to the Dublin jersey. Their team was involved in some great games and there was never a lack of colour during their reign. The baton is handed over to Pat Gilroy and his management team with the Dublin senior football team in good stead.

Senior Hurling

In summer 2008, we hoped and were confident that Dublin would finally break through in the province to reach our first Leinster senior hurling championship final since 1991. After defeating Westmeath in the quarter-final we progressed to face Wexford. The first day out against the Slaneysiders we played some very encouraging hurling and had enough chances to defeat Wexford. However, we failed to take them, were a bit naïve at the back on a couple of occasions and, eventually, paid the price in the replay in Croke Park losing by a goal. 

However, the management and players lifted their spirits to perform well when recording an encouraging, but unsuccessful display against Cork in Páirc Uí Chaoimh. Despite the disappointment of our Championship summer, Dublin did consolidate their League Division 1 status when finishing above both Antrim and Wexford in the final league standings. Importantly, Dublin had opened their NHL programme with a seven-point victory over Antrim in Parnell Park with Stuart Mullen scoring a memorable 12 points. Following defeats to Kilkenny and Cork – a game in which the Dublin attack played some very fluid hurling – we fell foul to an injury-time goal when drawing with Wexford away. The progress for Dublin hurling was never going to be a sprint, but it will not be a marathon struggle either. 

We have a young team - who when bolstered by some of the emerging, exciting young talent in the county - will take hurling in the capital to the next level. Some commentators have aired serious reservations about Dublin’s current state of health and long-term prospects but those closer to the coalface know that the signs are very encouraging.  

Tommy Naughton

Tommy Naughton took on the challenge of Dublin manager at a time when the door of Parnell Park was not being broken down by prospective managers and his three-year term in charge ended with our championship exit to Cork. Prior to his appointment, Dublin had experienced a long losing streak of games but thanks to the work of Tommy and his management team (Damien Byrne, Andy Cunningham and Mick O’Riordan) during his reign the team won Division 2 of the League and have held their place in the top flight since. We are very grateful to Tommy and his management team for the improvement in Dublin’s fortunes that they achieved during their time in charge.
The County Committee has appointed former Clare All-Ireland winning captain, Anthony Daly, as Senior Hurling Manager for a two-year period. He has previous management experience with his native county and is eagerly looking forward to the challenge. The Committee took considerable flak for the prolonged process of naming a successor to Tommy Naughton but our deliberations were extensive and were designed to ensure a suitable candidate was appointed to complement our investment in underage structures. 

Fingal Hurling

Fingal entered the Kehoe Cup and Nicky Rackard Cup during the year and performed admirably in both competitions. Many players were representing their county for the first time and it was a great boost for both the individuals concerned and their clubs. The Fingal team will participate in the forthcoming National Hurling League and my thanks to Denis Murphy, Derry Murphy and Peter Conway for their efforts with this initiative.

Junior Football

For the first time since 1960, Dublin were crowned All-Ireland Junior Football Champions when defeating Roscommon in this year’s decider in Portlaoise. Well done to manager Mick Deegan and his management team of Mick Galvin and Jack Sheedy. The team had for the most part a very competitive route to the final beginning with their Leinster quarter-final victory over Cavan, their defeat of Kildare and then Meath in the provincial final. Dublin played some enjoyable, direct football along the way and proved the Croke Park stage for their games against both Kildare and Meath was not too much for them.  

En route to their All-Ireland JFC success Mick Deegan’s men had to play British champions, Gloucestershire, in Cardiff in their penultimate game. While we are fully supportive of bringing the game to the Irish Diaspora, the condition of some parts of the pitch was of a poor standard. This would only have become a real issue if a player had got injured but, thankfully, that did not happen.

Intermediate Hurling

Just three counties – Dublin, Kilkenny and Wexford, contested this year’s Leinster intermediate hurling championship. Dublin received a bye into the final where eventual All-Ireland champions, Kilkenny, beat us in extra-time. The concession of three goals in the opening 15 minutes left Seán Lane’s team with an uphill battle but they showed commendable spirit and ability to force extra-time through a late Shane Martin goal, his second of the game. However, seven points without reply in the opening period of extra-time paved the way for a Kilkenny victory. 

U21 Football

The fortunes of our Under 21 footballers did not improve in 2008 as we were beaten first day out by Kildare, 1-8 to 1-7, in Newbridge. Preparing teams for this competition is becoming increasingly more difficult especially with third-level competitions taking up so much time for many of our players during the late winter and spring. The fact that Dublin had to cancel a scheduled challenge against Wicklow during their preparations highlights this point. While it was a short championship for the players and management, several of the players are again eligible this year and we are confident of arresting our slide at this level.

U21 Hurling

After the high of 2007 when Dublin won their first provincial U21 hurling title in 35 years, this season there was much disappointment in the manner of our Leinster exit to Kilkenny. The team were out hurled in the early passages of the game and never recovered. This game – which was played just four days after our Leinster senior hurling championship replayed semi-final defeat to Wexford - and with so many key players participating in both games, they looked deflated. Dublin had earlier defeated Laois.

Minor Football

Dublin v Meath clashes - at all ages - nearly always provide entertainment and talking points – this year’s clash of the counties in the Leinster MFC semi-final was one of those games. A comfortable seven-point victory by Gerry McEntee’s side over Kildare had set up a duel with the Royals but, in extra-time, Meath ran out winners by four points. It was a game we could - and possibly should - have won in normal time but despite playing with an extra man for 20 minutes of the second half, we could not put sufficient distance between ourselves and Meath who caught us going down the final straight to force extra-time. Earlier in the game, Dublin had hit the crossbar and despite some excellent defence in the first half, we were reeled in by the end of normal time.

It’s 2003 since Dublin last won a provincial minor title and you have to go back to 1984 for the last All-Ireland success. We are working hard on identifying the reasons for this barren spell and we are addressing the shortcomings with our Football Review Committee.

Minor Hurling

As with the Under 21 hurlers, much was expected of our minor hurlers this season. As reigning Leinster champions we entered the championship with well-grounded optimism and a run of encouraging challenge game performances. After drawing with Offaly we were awarded a walkover from the scheduled game against Carlow to set up a tilt with Wexford in the semi-final. The counties played out a thrilling 3-15 each draw in Croke Park before losing by a point six days later in Wexford Park. We were extremely frustrated with the manner of our defeat. Suffice it to say, we viewed some of the refereeing decisions to be bewildering and an embarrassment to the Leinster Council Officials present.

The following is a record of the performances of our various teams in official competitions during the past twelve months: -

Allianz National Hurling League 2008
10/02/08
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 - 22  
Antrim
0 - 15

17/02/08 
Kilkenny 
Dublin 
2 - 10 
Kilkenny 
1 - 21

09/03/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
2 - 16
Cork 
3 - 18

16/03/08 
Wexford 
Dublin 
0 - 15 
Wexford 
2 -   9

23/03/08 
Waterford
Dublin 
1 - 17 
Waterford
3 - 18


Leinster Senior Hurling Championship

23/05/08 
Portlaoise 
Dublin 
3 - 21 
Westmeath 
0 - 11

14/06/08
Kilkenny
Dublin
2 - 13
Wexford
0 - 19

22/06/08
Croke Park
Dublin
1 - 15
Wexford
2 - 15

All-Ireland Hurling Championship

12/07/08 
Cork 
Dublin 
 0 - 15
Cork
1 - 17


Walsh Cup Senior Hurling

20/01/08 
Tallaght
Dublin 
0 - 13 
U.C.D.
2 - 15

Kehoe Cup Senior Hurling

13/01/08 
Swords
Fingal 
3 - 12 
Tallaght I.T.
1 - 11

27/01/08 
Swords
Fingal 
1 - 10 
Carlow
1 - 13

Nicky Rackard Cup

28/06/08 
Dundalk 
Fingal 
0 - 14 
Louth 
1 - 13

05/07/08 
Parnell Park 
Fingal 
3 - 15 
Longford 
3 -   7

19/07/08
Parnell Park 
Fingal
1 - 19
Leitrim
0 - 12


26/07/08 
Sligo 
Fingal 
0 - 11 
Sligo 
1 - 16

Allianz National Football League 2008
02/02/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 -   7
Westmeath 
1 -   5

16/02/08
Cork
Dublin
W.O.
Cork
Scr.


01/03/08 
Cavan 
Dublin 
1 -   9
Cavan
0 -   7

23/03/08
Parnell Park 
Dublin
1 - 10
Monaghan
0 - 13


06/04/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
3 - 20
Roscommon 
0 -   7

13/04/08 
Crossmaglen
Dublin 
1 - 10 
Armagh
3 - 13 

20/04/08
Parnell Park
Dublin 
0 - 13
Meath 
2 -   6

26/04/08 
Navan 
Dublin 
0 - 10 
Westmeath 
0 - 15

Leinster Senior Football Championship 

08/06/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
1 - 22
Louth 
0 - 12

29/06/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 13 
Westmeath 
1 -   8

20/07/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
3 - 23
Wexford
0 - 
 9 


All-Ireland Football Championship

16/08/08
Croke Park
Dublin 
1 -   8 
Tyrone 
3 - 14

O’ Byrne Cup Senior Football

05/01/08 
Parnell Park
Dublin 
2 - 12 
Wicklow  
0 -   9

12/01/08
Parnell Park
Dublin 
1 - 16
Westmeath 
1 -   6

22/01/08 
Parnell Park
Dublin 
1 - 15 
Carlow  
2 - 12

27/01/08
Carlow
Dublin 
1 - 15 
Carlow 
1 -   7

08/02/08
Parnell Park
Dublin 
2 - 12 
Longford 
1 - 14

Leinster U21 Hurling Championship

28/05/08 
Portlaoise 
Dublin 
0 - 17 
Laois 
1 - 13

26/06/08 
Parnell Park
Dublin
1 - 11 
Kilkenny 
1 - 20

Leinster U21 Football Championship

22/03/08 
Newbridge 
Dublin 
1 -   7 
Kildare 
1 -   8

Leinster Minor Hurling Championship

13/04/08 
Mount Bolis
Dublin 
1 - 10 
Offaly 
1 - 10

22/06/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
3 - 13 
Wexford 
3 - 13

28/06/08 
Wexford 
Dublin 
2 - 11 
Wexford 
1 - 15

Leinster Minor Football Championship

05/04/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 - 13 
Kildare 
0 -   6

10/05/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin
0 - 10 
Meath  
0 - 14

Leinster Intermediate Hurling Championship

02/08/08 
Kilkenny
Dublin 
3 - 15 
Kilkenny
4 - 26

Leinster Junior Football Championship

28/05/08 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 12 
Cavan 
0 - 11

08/06/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 11 
Kildare
1 -   6

29/06/08 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
1 - 13 
Meath 
1 -   9

All-Ireland Junior Football Championship

12/0708 
Cardiff 
Dublin
5 - 24
Gloucestershire
0 -   9


26/0708
Portlaoise
Dublin 
0 - 13
Roscommon 
0 -   7

Leinster SHC 2009

The 2009 Leinster senior hurling championship has been expanded to include Galway and Antrim, a move that the Dublin County Board were criticised for opposing at Special Congress. Firstly, the County Board debated this contentious issue with our club delegates at a monthly meeting prior to the Special Congress and the view of the clubs was that the inclusion of Galway, in particular, could have a very negative effect on the progress of hurling in Dublin.

However, we were then accused of being “narrow-minded”, “lacking ambition” and “not giving due consideration to the overall picture”. These comments could not have been wider of the mark and were condescending to both our club delegates and County Board officials. Our belief is that the addition of Galway will, in the short-term, only make for a more competitive Leinster SHC final but, longer-term, the ambitions and development of Dublin along with the likes of Offaly, Laois and Wexford may be stunted. Democracy is all very fine but it's easy to make grand gestures and vote Galway into Leinster when you're from Munster, Connacht, Ulster - or indeed some Leinster counties - knowing that it won't matter an iota to you.
Look at what happened Antrim a few years ago when they were fed to the wolves because counties voted with a proposal that was clearly damaging to Antrim. It's up to every county to do what they think is right for them.........so Dublin, Wexford, Offaly have no need to apologise to anybody for defending their own patch.
At club level, Galway clubs have won the All-Ireland club title on seven occasions in the past 25 years – Sarsfields (1993, 1994), Athenry (1997, 2000, 2001), and Portumna (2006, 2008). They have also contested five All-Ireland Under 21 finals this decade (winning two) and have captured the All-Ireland minor title in 2004 and 2005, as well as being beaten in the finals of 2001, 2003, 2006 and 2008. Compare that to what Dublin have achieved at club and county levels in the same period?

Dublin has been building for a brighter future at underage level in recent times but we still have not reached a provincial decider at senior level since 1991. We are still piecing together the jigsaw which we are confident can make us a power again but it will take time, patience, perseverance, expertise and plenty of sweat. For Galway, winning an All-Ireland at senior level is the final piece of an almost complete jigsaw and let’s hope their short-term success does not come at the long-term cost to Dublin, among others, in the chasing pack in Leinster.

 

Football Qualifiers

How daft is it that provincial football champions who lose quarter-finals have no second chance. It happened Dublin in both 2005 and 2008. This year three of the four provincial champions (Dublin, Armagh and Galway) lost quarter-final ties to Tyrone, Wexford and Kerry, all of whom had been beaten before, yet they progressed.
 

Apart from specific cases, does it not downgrade the provincial championships that the qualifiers provide as many quarter-finalists as they do? Will it have a damaging impact on the provincials now that we have had an All-Ireland final where neither of the teams won a provincial title (Kerry and Tyrone)?
 

Would it not be fairer to limit the number of qualifiers who can reach the quarter-finals to two rather than four? If the four provincial champions played off against each other to provide two semi-finalists with the two losers playing two surviving qualifiers (play the qualifiers down to two) for a place in the semi-final? That way you're guaranteed to have two provincial champions in the semi-finals every year while the other two have a second chance to make the last four?
 

The qualifiers were brought in to give teams a second chance, not to penalise provincial winners who, incidentally, were originally supposed to have home advantage in the quarter-finals. That never happened so, in effect, there is no prize in All-Ireland terms for winning the provincials and this needs to be addressed.

Drug Testing

Since the introduction of drug testing, senior inter-county players can now be tested both in-competition (i.e. immediately after games) and out-of-competition. GAA players are treated exactly the same as all other Irish team sports, including professional rugby and soccer players here. They are not approached in their own homes or at their place of work and out-of-competition testing is implemented at team training sessions.
However, the tests immediately after games are highly inconvenient for players. Players have to leave the dressing-room under escort for the isolation of the toilet cubicle. Routinely, players can be delayed for up to two hours after games and alternative transport arrangements have to be made for the selected individuals. I suggest that these tests are conducted immediately before the game or, alternatively, that a blood test is taken from the player.

Rathcoole

Last year I reported that South Dublin County Council had advanced plans for a link road at Rathcoole, which would provide access to the Board’s lands. While these have advanced at a slower rate than expected, the fact that they were in train gave the Board sufficient leverage to advance to planning. Accordingly, we instructed our professional advisors PH McCarthy/WYG with DDA Architects to prepare a planning application. Following a detailed development phase which included consultation with our various units, visits to a number of facilities around the country, meetings with the planning authority and meetings with local community representatives we lodged for planning on the 6th March 2008.

The plans for the “Rathcoole Centre of Excellence” in summary consist of the following: -

· 4 full size floodlit pitches, one of which is synthetic;

· 2 speed training areas;

· a perimeter running track;

· a pavilion building consisting of dressing rooms, toilet/shower facilities, medical/physiotherapy rooms, a gym, manager’s rooms, a media room, a general purpose room, meeting rooms, a kitchen, a shop, a viewing terrace, a spectator stand for approximately 1018 people and storage/locker areas;

· parking for some 240 cars and 9 coaches;

· an indoor pitch & maintenance building;

· a hurling alley 

· bicycle parking areas;

· an extension to the side road off the distributor road to provide access;

· a public parking area consisting of 65 spaces-to be shared at periods of high usage.

After due consideration South Dublin County Council issued a Request for Additional Information on the 28th April 2008. Following a further round of negotiations with the council, a detailed response to the council’s request was submitted in October. Prior to the submission of the Additional Information, the Boherboy watermain was laid though the southern section of the site and we received the permanent wayleave location for this pipeline. Thankfully, the location of this permanent wayleave did not impede any layout plans we had for the site. A decision to grant full planning permission was issued by South Dublin County Council on the 20th of November 2008. The deadline for an An Bórd Pleanála appeal is the 17th of December 2008.

I believe that this is very good news for the Board in a relatively short period of time. I want to pay tribute to the Rathcoole Committee led by Terry Roche and our professional team for their expertise and skill in piloting this project through a very tricky process. Just three years on from a hopeless situation, we are now on the cusp of delivering one of the key pieces of infrastructure this county and the GAA community urgently needs.

Our application in March 2008 for funding from the Sports Capital Programme, operated by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, was refused. This was extremely disappointing as financing the Rathcoole project will be a considerable challenge. In my opinion the GAA are being short-changed when it comes to grants and the provision of facilities from central and local government. The GAA is victimised because we have been progressive and self-sufficient over the years. 

Facilities and coaches for other codes are being funded throughout the country. Recently I read that the Dept. of Foreign Affairs is funding a Player Welfare Officer for the FAI.  I have no objection to these initiatives but only if all agencies are equally generous to all sporting codes. There also appears to be a reluctance by the media to highlight this inequity. What is currently happening though is bordering on discrimination. This is a matter that must be addressed as a matter of urgency by Croke Park Officials with the Taoiseach and Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism. Due to the current economic situation it would appear that the Sports Capital Programme scheme will be put on hold for at least a year.

Comptroller and Auditor General Report

I was alarmed to read during the year in the report from the Comptroller and Auditor General, John Buckley, that €1.2bn in levies paid by developers to Local Authorities for the provision of services, including community facilities and sports grounds, was unspent at the end of 2006. Development levies are set by Local Authorities when planning permission is granted for a scheme.

The Comptroller and Auditor General stated that there was limited application of development contribution to funding of community facilities with approximately 15% being applied under this heading. Included in the balance of the funding was water services (38%), roads and car-parking (31%) and traffic infrastructure (11%).

Over the years, many prominent individuals have highlighted the huge contribution that the GAA has made to the development of sport in Ireland. They are in awe at the level of sporting infrastructure around the country provided by an amateur organisation and by individuals working in a voluntary capacity. The cost of these developments has been principally financed by the clubs through a myriad of fund-raising schemes by the aforementioned volunteers.  Nobody, however, should underestimate either the cost or challenge involved in developing sports facilities in the current economic climate.

Consequently, it is disappointing that such a small percentage of funding from development levies is available for clubs and county boards for their developments and that these funds are also being diverted to pay for local authority infrastructure. This is particularly the case at a time when clubs are struggling to fund their own projects, which have the potential to enhance communities all over the city.

Child Development / Go Games

The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child states that every child has the right to recreational opportunities. The importance of sport, particularly team sports, goes far beyond the obvious physical and health benefits. There are tremendous social and psychological benefits for children too - benefits that will last them a lifetime.

Parents and Coaches also have a significant role to play in encouraging their children to participate in sport. They also have a responsibility to ensure that the game is kept a positive experience, win or lose. In our modern society and with the advent of technology, we are seeing more physical inactivity than before. 

We read and hear in news reports a disturbing trend of juvenile obesity in today's youth. It is a very serious trend and we know conclusively the impacts that obesity has on the health of adults: increases in diabetes, arthritis and in coronary heart disease. Imagine that those problems are going to start occurring younger and younger as more of our children suffer from obesity. 

There is no denying that if children become involved in team sports at a young age, and develop an active lifestyle that this is the greatest preventive solution for our health system that's ever been created. 

Go Games provide an excellent opportunity to develop the skills of hurling and football in an environment where children are afforded the opportunity to progress at a rate that suits them and are involved in games that meet their competitive and developmental needs. The health benefits of these small-sided games cannot be over-emphasised, and research carried out under the guidance of Professor Niall Moyna at DCU underlines this. The research has shown that small-sided games provide a greater physical challenge to participants, while also ensuring that they are provided with more intentional ball contacts, and more opportunities to score than traditional 15-a-side games.

Go Games were introduced in Dublin in 2004 and has gone from strength to strength in the intervening years. The number of participants has increased and, interestingly, we have witnessed an increase in the number of volunteers with clubs due to the logistics of organising these small-sided games.

RTE’S: The Sunday Game

The 2008 Sunday Game Programme underwent a face change and included a new studio, bizarre overhead shots, less action and more chat. On the evening of our Leinster Championship game against Westmeath this summer, one of our senior footballers, Colin Moran, was subjected to a level of analysis following his shoulder on Westmeath’s Dermott Bannon which raises serious questions marks over the editorial decisions and, perhaps bias, on the programme.

It is a moot point whether or not all incidents which may be raised by the host of the programme, the editorial staff, or indeed by viewers/spectators (through texts and emails) at games are dealt with in the same manner. You only have to look at the Russell Brand / Jonathan Ross episode to see an example of when and how editorial decisions can go wrong in another TV network.

The empirical evidence of this summer suggests that they are not. It is not Dublin paranoia to air the following question: “Are the Dubs deemed ‘fair game’?” Whether or not the fallout from the Sunday Game panellists’ examination of the Colin Moran / Dermot Bannon incident provoked GAA authorities to ask match referee Pádraig Hughes to review his call (yellow card) - which ultimately led to the retrospective suspension of Colin - I cannot say for sure.

Is a player only free from investigation when The Sunday Game says so? Is it right that they trawl the video looking for issues and is it right that the CCCC respond to what they they're being told by the pundits? Games are played in real time, not slow-motion re-run where RTE want to show off their fancy gizmos! Trouble is, the players are the ones who suffer. By all means use the video but don't respond to every prompt from The Sunday Game who then see it as their role to dig out more examples of alleged skulduggery.
However, one thing is certain - the editorial line pursued by the Sunday Game was not the same when the native counties of some panellists were in action. In such circumstances we had panellists bobbing and weaving in order to douse any fallout rather than inflame it – maybe it’s time that Chris Tarrant was brought over to present the programme and it could be renamed “Who Wants To Be A Cute Hoor!”

Colin Moran’s Suspension / Appeal

Colin Moran, a former Dublin captain, was suspended for four weeks after referee Pádraig Hughes was asked ‘would he like’ to review video footage of the Dublin v Westmeath Leinster. 

It was the unanimous view of the Dublin County Board, the Dublin senior football management team and Colin himself that he was not guilty of an offence, which should have warranted a red-card. As a result, we pursued a course of appeal that ultimately led to the DRA. We came for much criticism for following such a course of action but our position on the matter has not weakened - Colin Moran did not deserve a red-card and, as a result, we stand over our decision to appeal on his behalf.

On the subject of disciplinary matters, the rules governing discipline in our game are the same all year round regardless of competition, province, code, grade, club or county. Yet the rules are not being administered in an even-handed fashion. This was highlighted recently in a club hurling game on TG4 when the game was held up for several minutes after almost half the players on the pitch got involved with each other. However, there was only one red card, no media furore and no moral indignation from on high.

Documentary 

‘Part of What We Are’ was a new four-part series, screened by Setanta Ireland this winter, which traces the story of the GAA from its origins right up to the current day. May I complement the producers of the programme for both its respect to the traditions of the GAA but, also, in how it dealt with the challenges the Association has had to meet in recent times as well as looking ahead to the hurdles which lie ahead. At times we can have an overly-romanticised view of our Association but this programme struck a balance between the GAA of the past and the emerging face of a new Association.

Coaching and Games Development

The function of the Coaching and Games Development Committee in conjunction with Coiste na nÓg is to provide the platform at under-age level that will drive participation and standards within Dublin. Considerable success has been achieved in the period 2003 to 2008 with a large increase in the number of juveniles participating in an organised games programme complimented by nurseries and camp activities.

Based on club registrations the total number of teams increased from 620 in 2003 to 1300 in 2008 in teams up to and including 16 years of age. The biggest increase is between 8 and 12 years of age and much of that increase is due to the Go-Games activity and the organised games programmes at younger age groups. In addition to these increases nurseries in Dublin cater for nearly 6,000 children. Dublin GAA clubs are to be complimented on the change management processes they have implemented to cater for these increases. The growth in team numbers would not be possible if clubs had not generated a corresponding growth in team mentors and achieved greater utilisation of their playing facilities. This change process within clubs has been facilitated by the Games Promotion Officer initiative and the integrated training programme provided by the County Board.

These increases together with a more difficult social environment present considerable challenges as we move forward and I will attempt to lay out these challenges and the various strategies that we are progressing. These will be discussed in the context of participation and how we can best leverage our participation strategies in dealing with local authorities. 

Core to our participation strategies is that we will endeavour to be represented in all communities in Dublin and will have “a game for all ethos” in our structures. This core value can be best examined within: - 

· the need to establish new clubs where none exist in the community; and 

· strategies that will bring the increase in younger age groups through to older age groups.

Considerable discussion has taken place on new club development over the last number of years with no agreed set of strategies and support systems on how best to establish these clubs. The County Board has appointed a GPO to examine four different scenarios with an objective of establishing best practice in this area. The GPO will work under the direction of Gerard O’Connor. The four different scenarios are: -

· new area of Dublin where no volunteers have come forward to establish a GAA club; 

· new area of Dublin where a volunteer has come forward to establish a new club;

· existing club with a small juvenile section but with a large demographic juvenile base and 

· new large development close to a large GAA club. Some initial work has been carried out in respect of the first two options under new club development. 

In Tyrellstown, which has been identified as a large urban area where no GAA existed, some initial successes have been achieved. A school link programme has been established and a GPO provides coaching and games activity within the school. A nursery programme has complimented this on Saturday mornings. Currently the school has a team in Cumann na mBunscol and completed their first year of activity. In the last game of the year a total of 25 children travelled to participate and only one child had a traditional Irish GAA background. There are encouraging signs of some parental involvement but a considerable workload exists in transferring this activity to a sustainable club that is managed by volunteers. 

In Adamstown, thanks to the work of a small core of dedicated volunteers, a new juvenile GAA club has been established. Teams are currently participating at U8 and we will be working closely to ensure that the club establishes long-term viability.

The investment in GPO and Go Games programmes has driven the increased numbers at the lower age groups and these increases hopefully will be maintained through the U13 – U16 age groups. Over the next few years our strategy of creating a greater fun environment when children enter our games structure will be tested and I would request all clubs to examine their structures to ensure a game is provided for all up to the age of 16. I recognise that this presents a considerable challenge in providing the physical facilities and in up-skilling those mentors who were recruited at nursery level and had no previous involvement in the organisation.

Local Authority Strategy

The capacity of the GAA in an urban environment to operate as a standalone organisation is not viable and with excessive land values it is imperative that we develop our relationships with Local Authorities. A pilot program has operated in Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown where all the clubs in the region, together with personnel from Parnell Park, dealt with the Council as a single unit on major facility issues. I believe that this has, and will, deliver real results. To date the Council have committed to installing a number of floodlight facilities for clubs and a third generation pitch for exclusive GAA activities.

Currently we are developing a more robust Local Authority strategy that will include all our activities and not have just a facility brief.  This strategy will be completed by mid-January and have at its core the desire for each Local Authority to have a GAA plan for their area. We bring considerable value to each of these authorities but have not leveraged this value in our negotiations with them. Key to the implementation will be the capacity of the clubs to act cohesively as a unit and view the bigger picture.

We have held an initial meeting with South Dublin County Council who are eager to participate in this process as they see considerable merit in dealing with our organisation with a single point of contact. Meetings are also being arranged with Dublin City and Fingal County Councils.

GAA Strategic Vision

While I welcome the development of a long term strategic planning process for the Association at Central Level I would be concerned by the possibility that this could involve imposing top down planning on volunteer led county boards and community based clubs. The advent of a “top down” multi national style KPI framework on clubs and counties could alienate the volunteer.

I would strongly advocate that any strategic planning process within the Association is driven by attempts to see what the Association can do for the grassroots volunteer rather than what it can do to him or her via rigorous performance measurement in the form of KPI’S. This is the choice of enforcement versus empowerment.

It is vital that the planning process results in a method that brings the Associations resources into play at local level. It is also vital that a club centric plan evolves that recognises differing needs and challenges in urban areas, large provincial towns and rural areas.

Dublin GAA is made up of clubs that are beginning to successfully meet the challenges of urban Ireland in 21st century Ireland. This volunteer effort has been intensified by club “buy in” to Coaching and Games Plans, the GPO program, Development Squad initiatives, the Coach Education platform and a more sophisticated engagement with local government to mention just a few elements of the new style of movement that Dublin GAA is becoming. It is vital that the GAA as a whole learns from this and recognises that the answer to sustainable urban GAA development lies in the practical experiences of volunteers many of which are active in Dublin GAA. 

Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens’ Sport

The GAA is committed to implementing a Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens’ Sport which outlines guidelines for Team Mentors, Officials, Parents / Guardians and Players as the respective parties involved. 

'The greater the sense of achievement, fun and fair play that young people experience when participating in Gaelic Games, the more they will enjoy their involvement and strive to develop their true potential' is the code that underpins this basic philosophy.

The Code is approved for use by the Irish Sports Council (Sports Ireland) and the Sports Council of Northern Ireland. In Northern Ireland GAA Coaches involved with juveniles are required by law to undertake a similar course to Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens’ Sport. A National Programme to educate on and implement the Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens’ Sport is now underway.

In Dublin our Coaching and Games Development section have commenced a series of Awareness workshops for clubs on the Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens’ Sport. The course is approved by the Irish Sports Council and will also be a requirement under the new Coach Education structure for all new coaches. All existing coaches will also be asked to undertake this awareness course as it is Best Practice that all of our coaches involved with teams up to and including minor undertake this course. 

Dublin has the first and as of now the only GAA tutor approved by the Irish Sports Council to deliver these courses. At national level there is agreement with the Irish Sports Council to develop 45 new tutors to deliver this course. This should help to accelerate the provision of these courses for Dublin. We would encourage any of our members who would be interested in becoming a tutor in this area to contact the Coaching and Games Development Section.

All County Chairmen have undertaken this Awareness course during this year. All Club Officers have to undertake this course, as they will have the responsibility to ensure that their Clubs implement the following: -

· Adopt a Code of Ethics and Best Practice for Childrens Sport for all Club Members;
· clearly define the role of all club leaders, parents and children;
· have a clearly defined method of recruiting and selecting coaches/mentors;

· appoint at least one Youth Officer for each gender (Children’s Officer); 

· adopt a Code of Best Practice for Childrens Sport for all Club Members;

· have in place policies and procedures for dealing with concerns or complaints.

 It is strongly encouraged that each club should highlight their commitment to the Code of Best Practice by inserting a rule in their Club’s constitution.

Schools/Colleges/Third Level
On the Colleges scene, I would like to put on the record the County Board's appreciation to all the teachers who continue to contribute so much to the development of Gaelic Games at both primary and secondary schools level. Commuting to inter-school games is a significant additional cost to schools and the voluntary commitment of our teachers to engage in the promotion of our games after school hours is commendable. Since the introduction of the hurling colleges’ squads, a number of teachers are mentoring teams in both their local school and also with the regional college. Congratulations to the Dublin Colleges and Dublin North Colleges who won the Leinster Senior Colleges and Leinster U14 Hurling Championships during the year. 

Parnell Park hosted Cumann na mBunscol finals in the past year. The outstanding skills, commitment, enthusiasm and varying emotions were in evidence and all the participating children will remember their final day for the rest of their lives. 

We are indebted to St. David’s CBS, DCU and UCD for the use of their playing facilities for training by our inter-county teams and for club matches during the past year. 

Budget: Educational Cuts

The devil was certainly in the detail in this year’s Budget. The 32 educational cuts included in the Budget look set to impact very negatively on the playing of sport in schools – particularly team sports. Education, sport and health are three ‘persons’ of the one trinity and a financial ‘attack’ on one of them will cause shockwaves to run across the other two in either the short, medium or long-term. The withdrawal of substitute cover for official school business could have a very detrimental effect on our national games - not just in the colleges’ game but also at club level. For many players the coaching, game-time and exposure they enjoy at school level is an important ingredient in their personal development and also as hurlers and / or footballers.

Young children who are encouraged through sport to maintain a healthy lifestyle are surely the ones most likely to continue with a balanced lifestyle, as they grow older - and will be less likely of a being a strain on the health system in the years after they leave school. Is it even possible that the long-term effects of these educational cuts will see schools in disadvantaged areas suffer most – the very areas where sport is needed most – as privately-funded schools, or schools in more affluent areas, will be more likely to adopt a professional approach and bring in individuals on a salaried basis to help coach and manage their school teams.

Integration

As the process of integrating the activities of the G.A.A., Ladies Football and Camogie into the one unit continues to be rolled out around the country I am happy to report that the Dublin clubs have been to the forefront in promoting Camogie and Ladies Football for our female members. The County Committee are also delighted to be able to facilitate both organisations with the use of our County Grounds for the concluding stages of their competitions.

Academic Demands - Minors 

Players involved at minor inter-county level face the issues of role conflict as they attempt to balance their sporting involvement with the desire to perform academically. It is essential that players participating at this age level are not exposed to unrealistic demands on their time as they encounter the most important examinations in their life. Considering that a dual player could be involved in up to 6 teams at this level alone, we have to be mindful that minors pursuing their sporting interest should not hamper their academic progress. Perhaps consideration should be given to appointing a Juvenile/Minor Welfare Officer to monitor the training schedules of elite players at this age level.

Féile Competitions

The Féile competitions are key events in the juvenile games calendar and clubs invest time and energy into their squads in order to win a county title and advance to the National Finals. From a young age, our juvenile players hear a lot of hype about Féile and often mentors, in my opinion, go overboard with preparations. Mentors occasionally juggle their team’s performance in the preceding years league to ensure a better chance of winning a divisional title. Fund-raising projects are undertaken all over the country to attire and equip the participating players with the latest in sports fashion. On the national stage, clubs have on occasion supplied diet sheets to host families and only reluctantly participate in the parade for fear of tiring their star players. 

The Juvenile Competitions Control Committee introduced a revised format this year for these competitions and the games were scheduled over a series of five weekends. This ensured that our regular players got priority in the games as, heretofore, clubs could include nomads from other codes on the weekend of the competition. The feedback from the clubs to the revised format is under consideration. 

It is time for these competitions to be reviewed nationally to establish what purpose they serve, as it may be more beneficial to have a series of festivals around the country that would give more games to our players and exposure for our games. Consideration should also be given to raising the age group to U16 that may also address the issue of drop-out from players quitting our games. Congratulations to Kilmacud Crokes on winning both Dublin Féile’s and on regaining the All-Ireland Féile Peil na nÓg title in Cavan. 

Inter-Club Transfers

GAA clubs rely on the support of volunteers. If it weren’t for their help, enthusiasm, talent and commitment, on top of their full-time jobs, clubs wouldn’t even exist. Team mentors invest their time in coaching young players and take great pride in these players reaching adult status and possible county representation. The more talented players from clubs participating in the lower divisions are often targeted by Division 1 clubs to boost their squads to achieve championship success. If these transfers are approved it often has a detrimental effect on the morale of the club/team affected. 

All clubs should look at the bigger picture when processing transfer applications. Perhaps, there is also a case to be made for restricting the number of “country” players participating with premier teams in clubs as they are often depriving our own juveniles from participating at senior level with their own clubs. Clubs should note that transfers are only approved in accordance with the county bye-laws and transfers have to be approved at the County Committee if submitted outside of the annual transfer period.

Insurances – Liability Insurance

Roger Clancy, GAA Insurance Manager, recently attended a meeting of the County Committee and gave an extensive presentation on the GAA Insurance Programme. Central Council operate a Liability Insurance fund that is financed by club premiums and a percentage of the revenue generated from the National Leagues and Championship Qualifiers. 

We all accept that accidents can and do happen but it is imperative that clubs remain ever vigilant and eliminate the likely causes of accidents. Clubs must ensure that non-members, and other organisations or groups using club facilities avail of the Hirers Scheme for the duration of their occupation/usage of our property. It is the clubs’ responsibility to ensure that evidence of such cover and indemnity is presented prior to allowing their properties to be used. Clubs who fail to arrange such cover will, in future, have to compensate the claimant from their own resources. As Clubs have been slow to implement the Hirers Scheme, consideration is being given to introducing this plan as an element of the existing Liability Programme.

Players Injury Scheme
This scheme is not designed to fully compensate players when injured. The responsibility continues to lie with the individual player to ensure that he is covered in accordance with his specific needs. 

The Player Injury Scheme has had many issues over the years, particularly in relation to settling claims within a reasonable period of time. However, in general this has been caused by the claim form incorrectly completed or the absence of supporting documentation. Another factor has been the late reporting of claims which gives rise to many more questions that further delays any settlement.

A review of claims over the 2007 period showed: -

· 31% of claims are submitted within 60 days of incident date;

· 21% of claims are submitted within 60 - 90 days of incident date;

· 27% of claims are submitted within 90 – 180 days of incident date; and

· 21% of claims are submitted in excess of 180 days.

In order to administer the scheme more efficiently, it is imperative that notification of an injury must be communicated to Coyle Hamilton Wills within 4 weeks of the date of the incident. The completed accident form must be submitted to the County Board within a further 28 days for authentication and cross-referencing with the relevant referees report. Coyle Hamilton Wills will not process claims received after 60 days of the incident. It is vital that each claim is assessed by the Club Secretary to eliminate fraudulent applications.  

 

Sponsorship

We are very fortunate to have Arnotts, a company with such a high public profile, as our sponsors and we enjoy an excellent relationship with the company. Bill Kelly retired from Arnotts during the past year and he was a constant link with the Board since we entered a sponsorship agreement with the company in 1991. I wish to extend my sincere thanks to Bill for his support and generosity during this period. 

A new three-year deal was negotiated with Independent Newspapers for sponsoring our domestic competitions using the Evening Herald brand. O’Neills continue to supply playing apparel for our county teams and the excellent service from Tony Towell is much appreciated. An agreement is also in place with Coca Cola, which includes the use of their brand on match days. We are also indebted to a number of other sponsors who provide valuable financial assistance to the County Committee. 

Referees

Lack of referees available to cover fixtures continues to be a problem. Clubs are reminded that in accordance with regulation they are each required to supply a minimum of two referees. There are a significant proportion of clubs supplying no referees and some supplying just one. It is the experience of the Competitions Control Committee that in the event of a referee not appearing for a game, those clubs who do not supply any officials are the ones who complain loudest. Rather than complain about the standards of refereeing, clubs should ensure that their nominees are both fit and competent. Coiste na Réiteoirí are responsible for the administration and development of refereeing in the county, including the recruitment, training, assessment and classification of referees and courses are run annually. I wish to thank outgoing Chairman Aodán Mac Suibhne for his exceptional commitment to refereeing matters during his term of office and I wish his successor Aidan Shiels every success.

Dublin Football Championship

A new format for the Dublin senior football championship was introduced this year. I witnessed many one-sided games and a lack of the passion that you traditionally associate with championship football. It was only in the latter stages of the championship that any life was breathed into the competition. An area that needs to be addressed is the elimination of teams from the competition who have not lost a game in the round robin format.

Regional Football Tournament

With the appointment of Pat Gilroy as the new Dublin Senior Football Manager, the County Board decided to initiate a new regional tournament with the intention of aiding the new management team in their trawl for undiscovered talent. 

The tournament itself was run off very efficiently at Innisfails GAA Club and the response by both players and the regional management teams illustrated the determination in the county to get back to the summit.

Only time will tell if a player who sparkled in Balgriffin in early November can also illuminate Croke Park in August and September. However it was certainly a new approach which we feel was well worth undertaking and one that we are sure we will look to implement again in the future.

Football Review

The County Board have set up a Football Review Committee - whose remit is broad-ranging - which is being chaired by former senior footballer and minor manager, Alan Larkin. For a county of Dublin’s tradition, standing, calibre of clubs (including the individuals within those clubs), and ambition, our level of success at underage level is not what we aspire to. The regionalisation of the underage development squads which we undertook a few years ago will only come ‘on stream’ from the summer of 2009 onwards. But we are confident that our graph will begin an upward curve. In order to strengthen our hopes, we will be acting on the findings and conclusions of the Football Review Committee.

Club Championships

St Vincent’s, this year, became the first Dublin club to capture the Andy Merrigan Cup as All-Ireland club senior football champions since the success of Kilmacud Crokes in 1995. After suffering an opening round defeat to Kilmacud Crokes, Vincent’s embarked on an unbeaten odyssey that took them all the way to Croke Park and culminated in them climbing the steps of the Hogan Stand last St Patrick’s Day. Along the way, their ability to learn on their feet and rise to the specific challenges presented by each game were refreshing to witness. 

Kilmacud Crokes regained the Dublin Senior Football Championship and will contest the Leinster Final against Rhode on 7th December. Fingal Ravens reached the All-Ireland Intermediate Football Final and were unlucky to lose to Moycullen from Galway after a valiant performance in Croke Park.

Ballyboden/St. Enda’s retained their hurling title but were defeated by Birr in the Leinster championship. Congratulations to Naomh Barróg, a club that has made great progress in hurling over the past few years, on winning the Leinster Special Junior Hurling Championship. Congratulations also to Commercials on their Leinster League success when they saved the best to last when defeating Shanahoe of Laois (2-18 to 2-6) in the final played as a curtain raiser to the Leinster Senior Hurling Championship game between Dublin and Wexford in Nowlan Park.

Alcohol & Substance Abuse Programme
The joint initiative by the GAA and the Department of Health and Children - aimed at reducing alcohol-related harm and changing attitudes towards alcohol consumption - was launched a year ago. Susan Kenny was appointed County Officer and all clubs were invited to a presentation in Parnell Park. Susan is available to liaise with all clubs and develop an awareness and educational programme for their members and assist with drafting policies in this area.

By virtue of being the largest sports organisation in the country, the GAA has a unique opportunity to take a proactive role in the battle against alcohol and substance abuse, especially among the younger players.
Grounds

Requests for the use of our County grounds continue to increase.  Apart from our local competitions at adult and juvenile level, our grounds are utilised by Central and Leinster Council, Dublin, Leinster and All-Ireland Colleges, Camogie and Ladies Football Organisations, Cumann na mBunscol Átha Cliath and Fingal Primary Schools. Everyone wants to have the pitch in pristine condition for their game but no natural playing surface can cope with the extensive schedule of games at these venues without causing serious damage to the pitch. While it is understandable that the majority of clubs wish to play important games in Parnell Park, it is not possible to host all adult finals there although every effort is made to host juvenile finals. 

Attendances at the majority of championship games around the county were extremely disappointing during the year. It was remarkable to witness the mass exodus of spectators after some games, as a second attractive fixture was about to commence. The County Board and clubs both need to look at ways of promoting the games both to club members and members of the public through publicity in the club, around the local community, as well as media outlets like local newspapers and radio stations. 

I am indebted to our grounds-man Noel Brady for his efforts. I wish to thank Paddy Brien and Siobhán Gibbons for their work in O’Toole Park. A special word of thanks to Patsy Kiernan for his attention to Parnell Park. His willingness to cater for the games programme and protracted nightly committee meetings are very much appreciated. 

The numerous games programmes staged in Parnell Park entail a significant amount of time for the essential preparation and planning. This involves communicating with all the statutory agencies to ensure the safety of all our patrons. I am also indebted to the small team of regular stewards for their assistance, their attention to their different duties and their courtesy to our patrons, which adds to the presentation of our games. I would appeal to clubs to provide additional stewards for Parnell Park as the advent of floodlit fixtures has increased the workload.

Press and Communications

I wish to thank the Evening Herald, sponsors of our competitions, for their continued coverage of Dublin GAA. The Fingal Independent, Tallaght Echo and the Gazette Group Newspapers also give extensive coverage of our games and, in particular, to their local teams. It is important that juvenile games are covered prominently in these publications, as it will retain the interest of our young members.

The Aertel Service from a Dublin perspective is not satisfactory and must be examined by the incoming Competitions Control Committee although I acknowledge that we provide a detailed results service on our website www.hill16.ie   Our thanks to the members of the press and radio for their co-operation during the year. 

Club Manual & Club Development and Planning Programmes

The GAA Club Manual provides club officials with all the information they need on administration, developing and maintaining physical facilities. This is a welcome resource for club officials. Preparation and planning are an essential part of Club administration. All clubs can benefit from examining their current position and seeking to improve their performance and structures. Every club is required to undertake a Club Development and Planning Programme. These programmes have, where clubs have positively participated, been of great benefit to them in finding new volunteers, strengthening and developing new and existing club structures and planning for the future. I would urge clubs to engage in this process during the next year. 

All Ticket Games

A feature of the past decade has been the ease with which the Association has adapted to the use of tickets for its games and we are now in the situation where all the major games are all-ticket occasions. All games involving Dublin Footballers in championship and an increasing number of league games are ticketed. This is a very time-consuming process for the office staff, as apart from club requests we also have to deal with calls from the general public who swell Croke Park for our championship games. 

This year we were involved in the distribution of match tickets until the All-Ireland Quarter Final against Tyrone on 16th August. The collection and reconciliation of payments are also very time-consuming. The co-operation of all the clubs was appreciated especially the individual club co-ordinators that have the unenviable task of satisfying their members’ requests. Indeed, they often have to make multiple trips to Parnell Park in order to get their full request completed.

Cuimhne na Marbh

Sadly, during the past year, a number of our colleagues were called to their eternal reward. I know I will be excused if I refer to a number of people that I personally encountered - Paddy Fagan, Jim McGuinness (St. Maur’s), Paddy Wright (St. Sylvester’s), Paddy Redmond, Eddie Moynihan  (Kilmore), Tommy O’Riordan (Ballyboden/St. Enda’s), Timmy Maher (Faughs), Tommy Brady (St. Annes), Jim Farrell (St. Vincents) and Peter O’Reilly (Raheny). To all our members who suffered bereavements, I want to convey my sincere sympathy. 

Buíochas

I wish to thank our Chairman, Gerry Harrington, for his assistance and support during the year. Gerry has worked tirelessly during the past three years and his experience and knowledge of the clubs and his commitment to the improvement of our coaching structures and increasing our physical playing facilities has been invaluable. Danny O’Connor takes a keen interest in ensuring there is an adequate games programme in place for our club players, particularly at minor level, and is always available to visit clubs or represent the Board at regular meetings with Local Authorities etc. Thanks also to Andy Kettle, who has completed his first year as Assistant Secretary, for his help and assistance and his willingness to attend fixtures or meetings as requested. I would like to pay a personal word of thanks to Paula Lee, Gabrielle Fay and Sharon O’Brien for their continued support and loyalty. The work of Strategic Programme Manager, Kevin O’Shaughnessy, and Gerard O’Connor, Games Manager, and their team is appreciated as they face the challenges of increasing our participation rates and establishing new clubs.

I am indebted to Seán O’Mahony and Larry McVeigh for their assistance with tickets during the summer. Seán is also responsible for the organisation of the games programmes in Parnell Park and the sale of the Parnell Park Ticket Scheme, which realises a considerable income for the county committee. I wish to thank our representatives at Leinster Council, Donal Hickey and Jim Roche, for their continued service, as it is important to have individuals of experience on these provincial committees. 

I wish to acknowledge the support that I received during the year from the Árd Stiúrthóir Paraic Duffy and his staff. Michael Delaney, Michael Reynolds and their colleagues at Áras Laighean are always on hand to give assistance when called upon.

A special word of thanks to James Foran and John McNicholas and members of the Competitions Control Committee for their work in scheduling and implementing a games programme for our players. Also to Dick Butler and the members of Coiste Éisteachta for the huge volume of work undertaken during the year. Thanks also to the members of our various sub-committees for their commitment. 

I wish to acknowledge the efficiency and organisational ability of Kathleen McPoland as Secretary of Coiste na nÓg. Kathleen has given exceptional service and commitment to juvenile games for many years and has now decided to revert to a supporting administrative role. Best wishes to Damian Murphy who has been appointed to succeed Kathleen and my thanks to all the personnel involved in administration at juvenile level in the county. 

Finally, a special word of thanks to all the Board Officers, Delegates and Club Officials for their dedication and co-operation with me during the past year.         

Seán Mac Coisdealbha

Rúnaí
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