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2. Adoption of Standing Orders.
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12. Appointment of Delegates to Congress.

Standing Orders for Convention

1. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment thereto, may speak for 5 minutes but no longer.

2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution, or amendment, shall not exceed 3 minutes.

3. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment, may speak a second time for 5 minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may speak a second time to any Resolution or Amendment.

4. The Chairman shall, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed, call on the Proposer to reply, after which a vote will be taken.

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move "that the question be now put" after which, when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.
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Tuarascáil An Rúnaí

Tá sé in am dom arís féachaint siar ar na príomh imeachtaí don bhliain atá imithe. Chomh maith le sin, seo an t-aon seans atá agam, mar Rúnaí Contae, mo thuairim pearsanta a chur ós bhur gcomhair. Teastaíonn uaim mo bhuíochas a ghabháil le na hOifigigh an Chontae agus sna Club as ucht a gcuid oibre i rith na bliana.

The Preliminary Census figures for 2006, which were released earlier this year, show that the population of Dublin has increased significantly in the past ten years. The population of 1,058,264 in 1996 increased by 6.1% to 1,122,821 in 2002. There was a further increase of 5.64% between 2002 and 2006 when the population grew by 63,338 to 1,186,159. This is a cumulative increase of 127,895 which represents an increase of 12.09% over the ten years. The preliminary figures also illustrate that the population of Dublin is greater than the rest of Leinster and is also bigger than Munster.

The accompanying table also demonstrates that the population of the greater Dublin area comprising Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow has increased 18.18% from 1,405,671 in 1996 to 1,661,185 in 2006.

	Location
	2006
	2002
	1996

	Fingal
	239,813
	196,413
	167,683

	Dublin City
	505,739
	495,781
	481,854

	South Dublin
	246,919
	238,835
	218,728

	Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown
	193,688
	191,792
	189,999

	Sub Total
	1,186,159
	1,122,821
	1,058,264

	Meath
	162,621
	134,005
	109,732

	Kildare
	186,075
	163.944
	134,992

	Wicklow
	126,330
	114,676
	102,683

	Total
	1,661,185
	1,535,446
	1,405,671


In addition to the above the Regional Planning Guidelines for 2004 expects that the population for the Greater Dublin Region could be as high as 1.75m people by 2010. If these increases materialise, this would be an increase in excess of 100,000 people over a four-year period. 

These statistics demonstrate that the Association - both at Central Council and Provincial Council - must examine ways to assist counties with large population increases to advance and grow the games in these counties.

The pace of development in Dublin and Greater Dublin area, which is significantly influenced by regional, national and international factors, requires an integrated action plan involving the counties, Central Council and the Leinster Council. It is only through a co-ordinated approach in the planning and financing of action plans will these counties be able to fund the necessary infrastructural and coaching development programmes necessary to grow the Dublin area which accounts for 39% of the population of the State. 

Considerable progress has been achieved over the past three years in meeting these demographic challenges, which together with changing lifestyles, have significantly altered the social landscape, that we operate in. These changes require that we continue to utilise and maximise the input of the voluntary mentors and officers within clubs who are at the core of our existence, an issue that I will revert to later in my report. However, within Dublin there are areas that are bereft of the traditional source of GAA volunteers. Indeed, in some primary school classes there are no children with a parent of Irish ancestry. These challenges must be addressed as opportunities as we would be failing in our responsibilities to our predecessors and to future generations if we were to allow a situation where considerable areas of Dublin were denied the opportunity to play our national games.

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the achievements of the past number of years.  Currently through the funding of the various stakeholders, an annual budget of approximately €2.7m is spent in Dublin on coaching and games development. 

Dublin acknowledges the assistance and financial support already received from Central and Leinster Councils and the Irish Sports Council, which has assisted in the 

appointment of a Strategic Programme Manager, three Regional Development Officers, a Hurling and a Football Development Officer and forty-one Games Promotion Officers. In addition, Leinster has continued to fund the position of Games Manager in Dublin.

A principal activity of the development programme is the fostering of the club/community link by employing Games Promotion Officers (GPOs), subsidising club employed GPOs and setting in place a part-time games promotion facility for smaller clubs. The objective of these initiatives is to drive participation rates by school and nursery activity and to support the volunteer mentors by providing a platform to facilitate their up-skilling. In the past year, over 44,000 primary school children have been provided with the opportunity to participate in GAA games as part of the PE programme in primary schools. In addition, numbers in GAA nurseries have grown from 4,500 children to over 5,500 in the current year. Two pilot projects have also been established to examine the best way forward in areas where the participation of GAA games is unsatisfactory. The first of these projects is in the Markets area of the north inner city, which has a mixed socio-economic population, and the second in Tyrellstown, which has a large non-national population.  

The increase in numbers while representing a considerable degree of success are only the foundation stone upon which we need to build the future of the GAA in Dublin. Complimentary to this programme is the requirement of a games structure that will enthuse children and encourage their lifelong commitment to GAA games, coupled with a mentor programme that will support and up-skill current mentors and also attract mentors from non-traditional GAA sources.

The recruitment of mentors is, perhaps, the biggest challenge facing Dublin GAA clubs. The comprehensive training programme facilitated by the County Board at club level by the Games Promotion Officer and by the Games Manager at county level has created the platform to meet this challenge. A more comprehensive review of training is included later in the report.

Games structures within Dublin are currently being reviewed by the County Board with proposals available for discussions with clubs in January. In addition, a Go Games review has been undertaken between club mentors and coaching and games staff to maximise the benefits for Dublin GAA. The main objective of the games is to create an environment of participation that will last into the future, rather than an ethos purely of winning and of losing significant numbers going forward.

Part of the future of Dublin GAA is that all athletes - irrespective of their club - have a development path, which will allow the most talented achieve their goals. During the last two years, a complete overhaul of the development squad system has been undertaken. Currently three regional schools of excellence are in place at U13, U14 and U15 in both hurling and football, with central squads at U16 and U17. The result of this is that all clubs in Dublin who have juveniles in the U13 to U17 age groups have some athletes involved in the elite performance programme. Currently proposals are being examined that juveniles from the U14 age group upwards, for any one year, would only participate in one activity at development squad level. This would result in even greater numbers having exposure to the development process. One of the main reasons for the success of the program is the quality mentors who have made themselves available for development squads while, for the most part, continuing with their club activity. 

Individual meetings have taken place with all clubs in the last six months on juvenile affairs. During these meetings, a number of issues were advanced by the clubs and these issues are the basis on which a strategic report is being finalised which will be distributed to clubs in January.

All the clubs, with one exception, were of the view that the GPO system was essential for the future of Dublin GAA and it is proposed that the number be increased to 45 to meet the demands of newer clubs and clubs in areas of rapidly increasing populations. 

In addition, a work group has been established on Nursery best practice and guidelines, with a further group to review the many different after-school programmes and provide guidance on such projects going forward. These projects involve both Parnell Park staff and GPOs attached to clubs who operate in these environments on a day-to-day basis.

The capacity to increase numbers in their formative ages has, I believe, been proven over the last two years. The challenge is to continue to drive the numbers in these age groups but also to provide the games environment at juvenile and adult level that will ensure that numbers captured continue a life-long involvement in the GAA. The strategic report will provide some of the answers and the County Board is committed to an on-going programme of change over the next number of years to achieve this objective.

Inter-County

Dublin enjoyed a mixed bag of success on the playing field in 2006. In football, the senior footballers retained the Leinster title but were disappointingly defeated in the All-Ireland semi-final while both the minor and U21’s had disappointing conclusions to their season, despite much optimism. In hurling, the seniors reclaimed Division 1 status by winning the Allianz National Hurling League Division 2 title as well as retaining their Tier One status. The U21 hurlers were beaten by Kilkenny, the eventual All-Ireland champions, in controversial circumstances in the Leinster final while the minors were also defeated by Kilkenny, who were avenging their defeat in the previous summer’s championship in this grade.

Senior Football

For the first time since the mid-1990s, the Dublin senior footballers successfully defended the Leinster title this summer – that was the management and team’s stated objective at the beginning of the year and they delivered. Dublin seem to have contributed to several championship games in recent years to which the “classic” tag has been attributed après match. Unfortunately, these “classic” clashes always seem to be games that we lose narrowly. This year we lost against Mayo in an All-Ireland semi-final ‘classic’ after looking like winners at one stage. 

Unfortunately for us, there is little consolation in losing a game of that nature and, hopefully, in 2007 the management and team can mature from the hard experiences of this summer to lift the level of their performances even further and bring Sam Maguire back for the first time since 1995. Winning Leinster though is still a great achievement, despite talk of the need to revamp the entire Championship structure and the constant commentary, especially from Ulster, that Leinster is the weakest of the four provinces.

The team and supporters also lit up Croke Park with some fine displays against Laois and Offaly to be crowned provincial champions. Dublin did not concede a goal in their Leinster campaign nor against Westmeath in the All-Ireland quarter-final. 

Senior Hurling

Dublin regained their Division 1 status in the National Hurling League this year after progressing through their entire campaign with a 100 per cent record before defeating Kerry in the final. This was an important step as we attempt to bridge the gap to the top counties in the game at this moment, especially with a talented crop of young hurlers emerging through our system to boost the current senior panel.

Our defeat to Westmeath in the Leinster SHC in O’Moore Park was a huge disappointment on a day, which was more suitable to scuba diving than hurling. Not to take from Westmeath’s victory, as they coped better in the ridiculous conditions but this game should not have been given the green light to go ahead. Certainly, the “big guns” of modern hurling would not have been forced to play in such conditions regardless of the presence of live TV cameras and to proceed with the game showed complete disregard for the players who had put in such preparation for their big day.

Thankfully we preserved our Tier One status by defeating Westmeath by eight points in the Relegation Final. During the Qualifier series we had some very encouraging performances particularly against Offaly and Limerick. The large crowd that attended Parnell Park for the Offaly fixture proved that there is a strong appetite for hurling in the capital.

U21 Football 

The see-saw battle between Dublin and Kildare continued in this year’s under-21 Championship when it proved to be Kildare’s turn to take the honours in the first round. The counties had met in the previous two provincial deciders with both games going to replays and the honours split at one victory each.  Dublin’s mis-firing in attack cost them dearly. Preparations are already underway for next year and we face Meath in the opening round.

U21 Hurling

This year for the sixth time in recent years, Dublin’s U21 hurlers experienced defeat on Leinster final day (1998, 2001, ’02, ’03, ’05 and ’06). Kilkenny retained the provincial crown but it was a victory that was shrouded in controversy. 

This controversy surrounded the sending off of Dublin midfielder, Willie Lowry, in the 30th minute following a case of mistaken identity by referee Fergus Smyth.  Kilkenny led 1-9 to 0-4 at that stage and they stretched it to 1-10 to 0-4 by the interval. They extended this lead early in the second half before the team put in a massive second half comeback to cut the deficit to just three points with nine minutes remaining, 1-16 to 2-10. 

If ever fate dealt Dublin a bad hand this game was it. Originally scheduled for July 19, the game was postponed on Kilkenny’s request, and with Dublin’s agreement, the game was eventually played mid-week in the home of the provincial kingpins. Unfortunately, the sense of fair play was not repaid. In the semi-final Dublin overcame Offaly with four of the starting 15 who, only days earlier, had lost narrowly to the Faithful County in the senior Qualifiers playing leading roles.

Minor Football

After a number of encouraging performances, this year - for the third championship in succession - the Dublin minor footballers made their exit at the semi-final stage, this year losing to Offaly in O'Moore Park, Portlaoise. Dublin certainly left their pre-championship form behind them after they had impressed in the Leinster Minor Football League and in their preparatory challenge games. Much like the U21 footballers, the Dubs were left to reflect on the number of wides they accrued - a weakness that we must work more cleverly at ironing out in a player’s progress through the development squad process. In the quarter-final, Dublin showed great battling qualities to overcome Westmeath, 1-11 to 0-11 in Mullingar.

Minor Hurling

After the high of 2005 when Dublin won their first Leinster Minor Hurling Championship title since 1983, this year was always going to be a difficult one for the minor hurlers. Dublin lost the opening round-robin championship game to Kilkenny, 1-18 to 1-9, but recovered in their next outing to deny Wexford, 1-10 to 1-6. Dublin showed their mettle in their next game against Laois when they played for the close of the opening half - as well as the entire second period - with 14-men following the red-carding of Michael May. But Dublin turned adversity to their advantage to prevail by 2-12 to 0-11 to set up a rematch with Kilkenny. In the provincial semi-final, Dublin matched Kilkenny in many of the head-to-heads but, crucially, in a number of positions Kilkenny had that extra class, no more so than in Richie Hogan, who for the second time this summer inspired his team to victory over Dublin.

Junior Football

The last time Dublin were successful at junior football championship level in Leinster was in 1994 and the wait, unfortunately, continues following this year’s exit at the hands of Louth in the semi-final. Because of the pressure on fixtures, and the refusal by certain clubs in the county to release some of their most talented developing footballers, it is proving to be increasingly difficult to properly prepare the junior football team for the Leinster Championship.

Dublin qualified for the semi-final with Louth with a strong display when defeating Wexford, 2-12 to 2-7. The Dubs played some excellent football in the first half of this game to increase optimism for the remainder of the championship. However, the loss of three key players - Kevin McMenamin, Colin Daly and Padraig Whelan - prior to the Louth game significantly weakened our hand - as did the sending off of senior panellist, Denis Bastic, to a second yellow card with over 15 minutes remaining to be played.

Dublin Colleges

For the first time, Dublin Colleges are Croke Cup holders as All-Ireland Colleges Senior Hurling Championship 'A' winners following this year’s superb final day victory over the famed St. Flannan’s of Ennis at Dr Cullen Park, Carlow.  At half-time, the Dubs trailed by four points, 0-8 to 0-4, and had a hill to climb but a brilliant second half saw them run out deserved three point victors, 1-11 to 0-11. Dublin had heroes all over the park and, tactically, the management got the mix right. 

A superb second half display in the semi-final had seen Dublin qualify for the final when they defeated Midleton College, 1-13 to 0-10. The Dubs trailed by five points, 0-8 to 0-3, at half-time against the Munster champions Midleton CBS - but turned it around in the second period, despite missing a penalty. Dublin Colleges had emerged through the backdoor to take the honours in this year’s campaign after being defeated by Kilkenny CBS in the Leinster final.

The following is a record of the performances of our various teams in official competitions during the past 12 months: - 

Allianz National Hurling League

190206
Lavey
Dublin 
1 - 15 
Derry 
0 - 13

260206
Parnell Park
Dublin
5 - 23 
Wicklow 
1 -   7

120306
Parnell Park
Dublin
4 - 19 
Roscommon 
1 -   5

260306 
Navan 
Dublin 
1 - 10 
Meath 
0 -   9

020406 
Malahide 
Dublin 
3 - 14 
Carlow 
2 - 16

160406 
Navan 
Dublin 
1 - 15 
Westmeath 
0 - 11

300406
Thurles
Dublin 
0 - 17 
Kerry 
1 -   6

Leinster Senior Hurling Championship

210506
Portlaoise
Dublin 
0 - 11
Westmeath
0 - 13


All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship

170606
Parnell Park
Dublin 
0 - 17
Offaly
1 - 17

010706 
Parnell Park
Dublin 
1 - 16
Clare
4 - 21

080706
Limerick
Dublin 
1 - 13
Limerick
2 - 16

Walsh Cup Senior Hurling

290106
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 - 14
Wexford
4 - 18


Allianz National Football League 

050206 
Omagh 
Dublin 
1 -   9 
Tyrone 
1 -   6

120206 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 -   7
Monaghan
1 - 11

040306
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 10
Offaly
3 -   2

110306 
Cork 
Dublin
1 - 10
Cork
1 - 11

190306
Enniskillen 
Dublin 
0 -   8
Fermanagh
0 -   9

250306 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
4 - 10
Mayo
1 - 10

090406 
Killarney 
Dublin 
0 - 13
Kerry 
0 - 13

Leinster Senior Football Championship

040606
Longford 
Dublin

1 - 12
Longford
0 - 13

250606
Croke Park 
Dublin

3 - 17
Laois
0 - 12 

160706
Croke Park 
Dublin 
1 - 15
Offaly
0 -   9 

All-Ireland Senior Football Championship

120806
Croke Park  
Dublin 
1 - 12
Westmeath
0 -   5

270806
Croke Park  
Dublin 
2 - 12
Mayo
1 - 16

O’Byrne Cup Senior Football

110106
Blunden Drive
Dublin 
2 - 15
UCD
2 -   7 

150106
Blunden Drive
Dublin

0 - 13
Wexford
1 -   8


220106
Parnell Park
Dublin

1 - 11
Meath
0 - 16 

Leinster U21 Hurling Championship

210606
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 - 17
Offaly 
1 - 11



270706
Kilkenny 
Dublin 
2 - 10
Kilkenny
2 - 18


Leinster U21 Football Championship

040206
Newbridge 
Dublin 
0 - 9
Kildare
0 – 12


Leinster Minor Hurling Championship

150406
Kilkenny 
Dublin

1 -   9
Kilkenny
1 - 18 

220406
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 10
Wexford
1 -   6 

060506
Parnell Park 
Dublin

2 - 12
Laois
0 - 11 

240606
Portlaoise 
Dublin

0 -   8
Kilkenny
2 - 14


Leinster Minor Football Championship

130506
Mullingar 
Dublin

1 - 11
Westmeath
0 - 11

050706
Portlaoise 
Dublin 
0 - 10
Offaly 
2 -   5

Leinster Junior Football Championship

310506
Parnell Park 
Dublin

2 - 12
Wexford
2 -   7 

140606
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 -   9
Louth 
1 - 11   

‘Cheating’ by Players

Players feigning injury is a topic I referred to in my 2003 Convention report but I feel I must revisit the subject. There are certain players in the game across the country who have turned fooling referees into their specialist subject. These players fall to the ground clutching their head under the pressure of legitimate tackles. This trend must be eradicated.

Schools/Colleges/Third Level

I wish to acknowledge the County Board's appreciation to all the teachers who continue to contribute so much to the development of Gaelic Games at both primary and second-level schools. While there is much discussion on the participation of college teams in local competitions, we are indebted to DCU, Coláiste Phádraig, Trinity College and UCD for the use of their playing facilities for training by our inter-county teams and for club matches. 

Inter-County Transfers

The following is the total number of inter-county transfer applications to Dublin submitted by clubs since January 2001. It is ironic that, where appropriate, the clubs with the highest numbers of applications all have thriving juvenile sections. 

	Allied Irish Banks

    0

Ballinteer/St. Johns

    5

Ballyboden/St. Enda’s

  60

Ballyboughal


    2

Ballyfermot DLS
  
    0

Ballymun Kickhams

  20

Bank of Ireland

  13

Beann Eadair


    0

Castleknock


  23

Civil Service 


  44


Clann Mhuire


    2

Clanna Gael/Fontenoy
  10
Clontarf


  12


Commercials


    5 

Craobh Chiarain

  10

Croi Ro Naofa


    2

Crumlin


  14


Cuala



  18

Donnybrook


  23

Erin go Bragh


    0

Erin’s Isle


  11

Faughs



  53

Fingal Ravens


    2

Fingallians


  27

Garda



  91

Garristown


    3

Geraldine P. Morans

    0


Good Counsel


  18

Innisfails


    3


Kevins



  23

Kilmacud Crokes

105

Liffey Gaels


    4

Lucan Sarsfields

  65

Man-O-War


    0

Na Fianna


  78

Naomh Barróg


    9

Naomh Caoímhin Cillian 
    1


Naomh Fionnbarra

    4

Naomh Mearnog

  13

Naomh Olaf


  41

O’Dwyers


    9

O’Tooles


    7


	Park Rangers


  0

Parnells


11

Portobello


  0

Raheny


  9

Ranelagh Gaels

12

Rosmini Gaels


  0

Round Towers (C)

15

Round Towers (L)

  1

Scoil Uí Chonaill

  8

Setanta



  9

Skerries Harps


14

St. Annes


  8


St. Brendans


  1

St. Brigids


44

St. Colmcilles


  0

St. Finnians (N)

  2

St. Finnians (S)

18


St. Francis Gaels

14

St. James Gaels

  8

St. Josephs/O.C.B.

12

St. Judes


46

St. Margarets 


  4

St. Marks


  8


St. Martins


  0

St. Marys


11

St. Maurs


  9

St. Monicas


  0

St. Oliver Plunketts

38

St. Patricks (D)

  1

St. Patricks (P)

  6

St. Peregrines


18

St. Sylvesters


12

St. Vincents


44

Starlights


  0

Stars of Erin


  0

Templeogue Synge St. 
  2

Thomas Davis


26

Trinity Gaels


10

Wanderers


12


Whitehall Colmcille

11

Wild Geese


  2


Games Initiatives

At the 2005 Convention, there was concern about the number of games available, particulary for players in the minor age group. The opinion was expressed by a number of speakers that it was not possible to play minor competitions and a number of initiatives were tried in 2006, including: -

· Summer or non-exam minor competitions in both football and hurling – these competitions started in early May and continued until the end of June. Twenty-two teams entered the football competitions and eighteen in hurling and over 90 meaningful games were played at the best time of the year. Competitions were organised regionally and Fingal County Council donated cups with the first winners - Naomh Mearnóg in football and St. Brigid’s in hurling; and

· The Minor Hurling Championship was organised in 4 divisions on a round-robin basis which meant that over 90 games were played as against less than 40 for a straight knockout.

Other than the major initiative involving regional teams in senior hurling, some other ideas worth considering for 2007 might include:- 

· Expanding the summer minor or non-exam competitions as only half of the clubs took part in 2006. If organised early enough, amalgamated teams could take part to allow smaller clubs participate;

· As the 2005 under 21 championship was played of necessity in January - April, it suggests that a short league of 4 to 6 games could fit in for the same period as the problem with the current knockout system for under 21’s is that half of the teams only play one match at this grade in a season;

· Playing the minor football championship on a round robin basis;

· As the adult hurling and football cups do not generate much interest recently, trying a different format, maybe involving a knockout; and

· Trying to expand the idea of tournaments in local areas run over a period of a fortnight during the summer.

Dublin Senior Football Championship Revamp

This year we introduced for a trial period the use of the “backdoor” in the Senior Football Championship. While this puts extra pressure on the fixture scheduling and resulted in some teams receiving two comprehensive defeats, I think it was worth the experiment. Perhaps it is now time to introduce a Senior Football ‘B’ Championship as there is a considerable gulf in standards between many of our participating teams. We must also look at ways of running our championship over a more condensed period. Certainly, the conclusion of the championship generated great interest among the sporting public culminating in a very encouraging attendance for the final between St. Vincent’s and UCD under floodlights on a Monday night in November.

Floodlighting

A number of clubs in Dublin who have – or are in the process of - upgrading their facilities, including the installation of floodlights, must be applauded. Dublin clubs have some of the most impressive club facilities in the country and long may a twin-track approach of development of players, as well as of club grounds, continue.

Referees

I would request each club to provide two referees to officiate from Minor to Senior Level. Rather than complain about the standards of refereeing in club games, clubs should ensure that their nominees are both fit and competent. Coiste na Réiteoirí are responsible for the administration and development of refereeing in the county including the recruitment, training, assessment and classification of referees and run courses annually. 

Aodán Mac Suibhne retired from officiating on the inter-county scene after a distinguished career that included All-Ireland Hurling Finals at all grades. As Cathaoirleach of Coiste na Réiteoirí, he has immersed himself into their activities and recently arranged an awards dinner to honour all referees who officiated at all county finals in recent years.
Rathcoole

In 1995, the Board negotiated the purchase of 26.2 acres of land to the East of Rathcoole from South Dublin County Council.  The Council agreed to provide a right-of-way to the public road so that the Board could access the lands.  At that time the Council expected this right-of-way to be through the existing Rathcoole Public Park.  However, their efforts to deliver on this commitment were resisted by the local community and, accordingly, the lands have not yet been legally conveyed to the Board, despite the payment in full of the agreed purchase price.  There have been numerous representations by the Board to the Council but to no avail, although the Council continue to insist that they are actively endeavouring to find a way to deliver on the access commitment.

In March 2006, we asked Michael Hand of PH McCarthy Consulting Engineers (and also Vice-Chairman of Ballinteer St John’s) to assist us in discussions with the Council.   He established that the Council was involved in a Part 8 planning procedure for the so-called Rathcoole/Saggart Distributor Road with the project being on Public Display.  The route of this road was along the southern boundary of the Board’s lands and, accordingly, the Council saw this as facilitating the necessary access.  However, it became evident that there was significant local opposition to the Distributor Road, although indications were that there was still strong local support for the Board’s proposals to locate playing facilities on its lands.  

The Board lodged a letter of support for the Council’s Part 8 proposals.  Subsequent discussions between our Consulting Engineers and Council Officials on the one hand, and the Officials and the Councillors on the other, yielded a compromise whereby a             1km length of new roadway from Stoney Lane to the boundary of the Board’s lands was formally adopted by the Council at their July 2006 meeting.  This would give access to the Board’s lands from the west, when constructed.

We met with the Council’s Director of Services for Planning at the end of October last who confirmed the following: -

· The Council is advancing land purchase procedures for the approved stretch of Distributor Road;

· The Council has funds in place to construct the road;

· The road would release some 25 acres of the Council’s own lands for social housing and, accordingly, its completion will receive top priority;

· Given a fair wind, the Council anticipates completion of the road by the end of 2008; and

· The Council has offered to hold pre-planning consultations with the Board’s representatives with a view to fixing site boundaries and agreeing an acceptable site configuration.  

In view of this positive response from the Council, we have instructed the Consulting Engineers to engage with the Officials so that a planning application can be lodged at the earliest possible date.  Arising from these discussions, it will be possible to complete the legal transfer of the lands to the Board.  As there are a number of complexities to be resolved, we would not expect the planning or transfer processes to be advanced until early 2007.

Tackling obesity 

Obesity is becoming one of the fastest growing health problems in Ireland. One in eight Irish people are obese and every second person is overweight.  As a nation we are becoming progressively heavier - witnessed by the 30% increase in reported obesity levels over the last four years.

Obesity in children has been identified as an emerging public health problem, particularly in the Western World.  Recent surveys indicate that one in five Irish boys and girls are overweight and one in twenty are obese.  Addressing the trend and scale of overweight and obesity in Irish children must be a priority for Government.  

While many of the most active children in society spend time watching television, excessive television viewing is a contributor to obesity in children. This may be related to the high levels of food advertising to which they are exposed as well as reduced physical activity levels.

Promoting an active lifestyle is a key element in fighting obesity, particularly amongst young children and must be recognised as such by the Government through the provision of increased funding. Enhancing physical activity and sport in schools - particularly at primary school level - would certainly be monies well spent in the longer-term as it would significantly reduce the burden on our health system in the future.   

Embracing diversity 

There has been a significant broadening of cultural diversity in Ireland in recent years - in terms of the numbers of people choosing to live and work here and their national and ethnic origin. Irish society has been enriched by these new cultures and people and this broadening of diversity is to be welcomed. 

For the GAA to grow - and to ensure that it maintains its pre-eminent position in Irish society - it must nurture and embrace this diversity and encourage the "new" Irish to actively get involved in our games.  This can only be to everyone's benefit in the longer-term. Embracing diversity must be something we do - not just talk about. 

International Rules

The honeymoon is well and truly over and the “marriage” of Gaelic football and Aussie Rules is in need of counselling. For the past two seasons the Series have been dogged by controversy and the immediate future is uncertain. It was, therefore, with much interest I read the comments of Austrialian Football League chief executive Andrew Demetriou when he stated that: - “One of the fundamental things we’ve learnt is, it is true that there is a cultural difference between the games we play and the games they (the GAA) play. We have tackling, and tackles occur. Their reaction to tackles is different than our players’ reactions to tackles. They react in a way that is not pleasant because they don’t like tackles, and you understand that. We’ve all got to work together to find out ways we can continue this series.”  But that does not really account for the pre-meditated ‘targeting’ of certain Irish players prior to the throw-in for the second Test this year in Croke Park.

Prior to the last two Series (home and away), the International Rules was praised by certain quarters, including a number of Croke Park officials, as being the panacea to all that they felt was wrong in our own games. In fact, there was a school of opinion that we should adopt both the ‘tackle’ and the use of the ‘mark’ from the compromise game. In the case of the ‘mark’ this was advocated in order to develop high fielding in our own game. This particular notion can certainly now be put to bed. The ‘tackle’ in the hybrid game would lead to greater uncertainty in Gaelic football while the ‘mark’ makes the game more staccato-like and there was little spectacular high-fielding on view in either one of this year’s two games. It could be argued that since the introduction of the goalkeeper’s kick-out tees that there has been an increase in high-fielding in Gaelic football.

Guinness Sponsorship

Every year the GAA is criticised for its sponsorship deal with Guinness for the Senior Hurling Championship. These same voices were strangely muted when members of the successful Ryder Cup winning team used every interview opportunity to mention ‘the black stuff’. If an All-Ireland winning team celebrated á la the European team, however, the switchboard to Joe Duffy’s show would still be jammed. Not to mention that massive logo on Lansdowne Road for the recent rugby international three-match series. Inconsistency in a world gone mad!

Dublin Supporters 

The sight of a confident Dublin senior football team emerging from the Leinster championship as back-to-back winners seemed to send a shiver down the spine of a section of the media as well as officialdom. The mask quickly slipped, however, as Dublin’s supporters were castigated for delaying throw-ins, compacting the Croke Park pitch following the pitch invasion on Leinster final day as well as a host of other matters. It was a wonder they weren’t blamed for the collapse of the Berlin Wall and/or The Great Train Robbery!

It was interesting that when some other qualifier games were also delayed there was no finger-pointing, blame game, nor public relations exercises carried out. A number of club members and supporters contacted the County Board to express their frustration that they were queuing outside the Canal End for a considerable period prior to the start of some Dublin Senior Football Championship games this summer and a significant delay at the turnstiles had prevented them from gaining admission prior to the appointed throw-in time. 

Pitch invasions are nothing new to Croke Park and obviously they are a security concern but blaming one set of supporters is hardly the solution. Perhaps this was a convenient way of side-stepping the issue of the Croke Park surface. Surely, if there is a problem with the surface, we will soon hear all about it when professional soccer and rugby players play there this coming spring.

Dublin Jersey

O’Neills and Arnotts in conjunction with the County Board decided not to bring out a new jersey prior to this year’s Championship but instead to launch the new-look prior to Christmas. The County Board was criticised for this decision but, unfortunately, the critic didn’t really know what he was taking about but used the opportunity to get his name into the public domain. However, the feedback already from supporters has been positive.

Disciplinary Procedures

Over the past number of years, the Rule Book Task Force undertook a comprehensive review of the GAA’s Disciplinary Procedures. The work involved reviewing all the relevant rules and preparing a comprehensive set of motions, which were adopted at Congress during the year. The changes, which come into effect on 1st January, will give Players, Clubs and Members ample opportunity to be heard in their defence if disciplinary action is brought against them, while ensuring that where misconduct or other breaches of rules have taken place, those responsible will be made accountable and will not escape on technicalities which undermine the effectiveness of the rules themselves. County Committees must have a Competitions Control Committee and a Hearings Committee.

The Competitions Control Committee (CCC) replaces the Games Administration Committee and have the general authority to organise games and, in the context of discipline, have the role of ensuring that breaches of Rule are detected and that those guilty of infractions are made accountable. The CCC: - 

· processes Referees’ Reports and complaints of breaches of Rule arising from Competitions and Games;

· investigates allegations of breaches of rule;

· charges those accused of breaches of rule and notify them of their rights;

· ensures that all relevant evidence is available for any Disciplinary Hearings; and 

· records all breaches of rule and penalties imposed.

In short, the CCC will ensure that the provisions of the Official Guide are upheld in relation to competitions and games.

The Hearings Committee are the decision-makers in the system. Where the Competitions Control Committee charges the defending Party and the Defending Party maintains his innocence, the Hearings Committee decides - on the basis of evidence before them - whether the Defending Party is innocent or guilty of the infraction alleged. If the defendant is found guilty the Hearings Committee decide what the appropriate penalty in accordance with rule is to be. The Committee are also responsible for ensuring that the rules and procedures are properly followed. The Secretary of the Hearings Committee arranges the hearing and ensures that communications between all parties are in order.

Alcohol & Substance Abuse Prevention

The role of the GAA in Irish Society has changed in many ways since the founding of the Association in 1884. It has developed into a key social and cultural institution and has developed a responsibility to provide leadership within the community it serves. The roll out of the Alcohol & Substance Abuse Prevention Programme are part of the GAA’s attempt to tackle what has, unfortunately, become an ever more obvious problem in Irish Society. Today, we see ample evidence of the harmful use of alcohol and other drugs in our society - across all social groups and ages. The GAA has an opportunity to mount a positive counter challenge to this by providing attractive and engaging structures for our youth.

The Alcohol & Substance Abuse Prevention Programme fits into the re-developed GAA Code of Best Practice for Youth Sport and looks at how we interact with young people. All clubs should develop a Club Drug and Alcohol Policy as outlined at a presentation to the County Committee during the year. This will enable every club to outline what can be done at local level - with the help of local professional services -to prevent and respond to alcohol and other drug problems.

Coaching Education Review
The Training and Development Programme run by the Coaching Department first began last year, and was a tremendous success. This year’s programme has maintained the same high standards, whilst also improving upon the programme in a number of ways.  The success of last year’s programme was underlined by the high attendances throughout and the extremely positive feedback that was received from those in attendance. The aim of the programme is to provide coaches with up-to-date knowledge and innovative techniques with respect to training methods, through the organisation of the coach education programme, delivered by the top experts in a variety of fields. The programme aims to: -

· Provide support to coaches and mentors;

· Daily support for coaches;

· Provide integrated Coach Education Pathway; and

· Nurture the Coaching Ladder.

Coaching development is far wider than simply the provision of courses. It also includes such things as coach recruitment strategies and coach management guidelines. Like players, coaches develop depending on their interest, knowledge, commitment, skills and opportunities. It is hoped through the training programmes that the key knowledge and best practice are filtered down to players, which will have a positive impact with regard to improving the standard of Gaelic Games in Dublin. The Coaching Department has adopted a philosophy that whenever people and facilities are brought together with leadership - in a manner that is planned, managed and supported - Gaelic Games in Dublin can be optimally developed.  Events such as this are vitally important for the development of Gaelic Games in Dublin.

In an attempt to modernise our operations and make our courses more accessible to the public, a database has been established that will contain all information regarding course attendance and accreditation for every person who applies for a course. For the first time it is possible to make an accurate assessment about the number of coaches that have attended training throughout the year. The database contains details, such as pictures and descriptions of all up coming workshops.  To reserve a place for the workshop, simply register online by logging onto www.dublingaagamesdevelopment.ie. However, please be aware that places are limited.

To date, over 1300 individuals have attended training workshops/courses of some description. Registering is easy - all you have to do is click ‘register on-line’ once you log onto our website and sign-up creating a username and password that you will need to log in each time.  

In addition to setting up a database, we have expanded the already wide variety of workshops that were available last year.  Some of these new workshops include: nutrition for athletes, psychology-based sessions, performance analysis and a strength and conditioning instructor’s course consisting of eight modules that will be run in DCU. In addition to the practical skills workshops, the Coaching Education Programme (CEP) will provide a greater level of knowledge applicable to each grade of the coaching process. The CEP is a coaching ladder which consists of four major developmental stages (for both Hurling and Football), beginning with Foundation Level (juvenile) and culminating at Level 4 (advanced inter county). 

Public Liability Insurance

The key to the continuing success of this scheme lies in the elimination of the likely causes of accidents and clubs are requested to remain ever vigilant. The National Insurance Work Group recently launched the GAA Hirers Scheme. Clubs must ensure that any Individual or Group using GAA facilities must apply for Club Hirer’s Insurance from Coyle Hamilton Willis. Cover will be provided on a once-off basis for social or fundraising purposes or on a regular long-term or continuous basis for sporting, social, keep-fit or non-mainstream educational purposes.

Once cover has been arranged and payment received. Coyle Hamilton Willis will provide the Hirer with a Certificate of Insurance. This certificate must be given to the Club prior to the event / activity / meeting taking place. These insurance arrangements are essential for the protection of the participants and the Club and no event / activity can take place until cover is in place. Premiums may be paid by credit or debit card or by cheque.

Players Injury Scheme

This scheme is not designed to fully compensate players when injured. The responsibility continues to lie with the individual player to ensure that he is covered in accordance with his specific needs. Notification of an injury must be communicated to Coyle Hamilton Willis within 4 weeks of the injury. The fully completed claim form must be submitted to the County Secretary within a further 28 days for authentication. The Referee’s report is no longer required to be submitted with the claim form but the club secretary has to verify that the injury incurred in an official game or training session. It is vital that each claim is assessed by the club secretary to eliminate fraudulent applications. The majority of claims are processed by Coyle Hamilton Willis within a period of three weeks and, generally, delays only occur when insufficient details are provided.

Sponsorship
Arnotts continue to be generous sponsors of our county teams and we have an excellent relationship with the company. I wish to extend my sincere thanks to their management for their generosity during the past year. O’Neills continue to supply playing apparel for our county teams and their support is very much appreciated. Our domestic competitions continue to be sponsored by the Evening Herald and our thanks to Sports Editor Pat Keane for his co-operation. After a break of one year the Bluestar Awards have been renewed with sponsorship from Dublin Bus. These awards are greatly appreciated by the players and the games against the Dublin teams are vigorously contested. We are also indebted to a large number of other sponsors who support our ground advertising and various fund-raising initiatives.

Press and Communications

I wish to thank the Evening Herald for their continued coverage of Dublin GAA. The recent change of typeface has made the Herald supplement more accessible/readable for the older generation. The Fingal Independent and Tallaght Echo, as well as other local papers, also give good exposure to their local teams. It is vital that these supplements are attractive and orientated towards our juveniles if we wish to retain their interest. The Aertel Service from a Dublin perspective is not satisfactory and must be examined by the incoming Competitions Control Committee although I acknowledge that we provide a detailed results service on our website www.hill16.ie. Our thanks to the members of the press and radio for their co-operation during the year.

Setanta Sports
Our arrangement with Setanta Sports to televise a number of our senior football championship games provides an excellent platform to promote our games to a wider audience. The current Cumann na mBunscol Football Finals competitions will also be broadcast by Setanta Sports from Parnell Park.

Grounds 

Requests for the use of our County Grounds, Parnell Park and O’Toole Park, continue to increase. Apart from our local competitions at adult and juvenile level, our grounds are used by the Central and Leinster Councils, Dublin and Leinster Colleges, Cumann na mBunscol Átha Cliath, Fingal Primary Schools, Camogie and Ladies Football Associations. Everyone wants the pitch to be in pristine condition for their game but no natural playing surface can cope with the extensive schedule of games at these venues without causing serious damage to the pitch. While it is understandable that the majority of clubs wish to play important games in Parnell Park it is not possible to host all adult finals in Parnell Park although every effort is made to host juvenile finals. 

While acknowledging that the floodlighting of Parnell Park has been of enormous benefit, it has inadvertently led to the postponement of our senior football championship until later in the calendar year. A championship that would have been run routinely on weekends is now being played on week evenings under floodlights. The solution to any delay in a competition appears to be to play the game under lights in Parnell Park.  Apart from the significant costs involved in lighting it also places a huge burden on our diminishing team of regular stewards. 

Attendances at the majority of championship games in Parnell Park were extremely disappointing during the year and questions the value of playing some fixtures at the venue. The extended senior football championship resulted in some clubs suffering a comprehensive defeat for a second time while being watched by only a handful of spectators. Indeed, I often remark that I cannot figure out why some clubs want as many tickets for Dublin inter-county games when they can’t bring even 100 supporters to club championship games. The County Board and clubs both need to look at ways of promoting the games both to club members and members of the public through publicity in the club, around the local community, as well as media outlets like local newspapers and radio stations.

I am indebted to our groundsman, Noel Brady, for his efforts. I wish to thank Paddy Brien and Siobhán Gibbons for their work in O’Toole Park. A sincere word of thanks to Patsy Kiernan for his attention, in a voluntary capacity, to Parnell Park. His willingness to cater for the games programme and protracted committee meetings are very much appreciated. During the year Patsy arranged that all contributions received for the complimentary match programmes would be donated to St. Francis Hospice and over €7,000 was collected.

The numerous games programmes staged in Parnell Park entails a significant amount of time for the necessary preparation and planning. This involves communicating with all the statutory agencies to ensure the safety of all our patrons. A number of meetings were held with local residents to allay their concerns about the increasing number of games under floodlights, parking and traffic congestion in the area on match days etc. I am also indebted to our regular stewards for their assistance, their attention to their different duties and their courtesy to our patrons, which adds to the presentation of our games. I would appeal to Club Officers to instruct their club management teams to co-operate with the stewards in Parnell Park on match days and, in particular, with their antics on the sideline during the course of a game. Additional stewards are required immediately for regular duty in Parnell Park.

President’s Awards

Kevin Heffernan and Donal Hickey received Presidential Awards from Iar Uachtarán Seán Kelly during the year to acknowledge their work for - and dedication to - the GAA. The GAA has always been fortunate to have outstanding individuals who have served the Association with distinction and the President’s Awards are an opportunity to recognise their dedication and commitment without which the GAA would cease to function. Congratulations to Kevin and Donal.

Cuimhne na Marbh

Sadly, during the past year, a number of our colleagues were called to their eternal reward. I know I will be excused if I refer to a number of people that I personally encountered: - Joe Scallon (Eoghan Ruadh), Willie Brown (Setanta), John O’Connor, Maureen Twomey, Simon Deignan (Erins Isle and Cavan), Brian Scott (Kevins), Lt. Col. Seán Clancy (Scoil Uí Chonaill), Dermot McNulty, Eddie Hickey (Na Fianna), John Burke (Craobh Chiaráin), Paddy Murray (Ballymun Kickhams), Michael McAlinney (Robert Emmets), Johnny Buckley  (Crumlin) and Andy Reilly (Good Counsel).

Gerry Brady (Parnells and Central Council Delegate) died suddenly in February. On his arrival in Dublin from his native Monaghan Gerry immersed himself in the activities of the Parnells Club and managed their Senior Team to two county senior football championship titles. He was Dublin’s representative on Central Council and served for three years on the GAA’s Management Committee in Croke Park and on several other sub-committees at national level. I’m told that he would frequently offer his legal opinion at these meetings and on receipt of independent advice from the Associations Legal Advisors at subsequent meetings Gerry would declare “I told you so.” At meetings, irrespective if it was at club, county or central level, Gerry was intrepid and challenged authority and certainly did not court popularity. However, all enjoyed his quirky wit and irreverent comments. He provided sound legal advice to clubs and county board and was extremely generous with his time and commitment to the GAA. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a Anam. 

The sudden death of Gerry O’Connor deprives the County Committee and Clontarf of a passionate Dub who always spoke his mind and represented Dublin at inter-county level in both codes. He was very proud of his late fathers involvement with the last Dublin team that won an All-Ireland Hurling title in 1938. Paddy Gibbons (Faughs and Groundsman at O’Toole Park) will be deeply missed for his outstanding dependability to games at that venue. He was always available, with a willing smile, for the extended games programme and training sessions in O’Toole Park.

The recent tragic death of Francis Leonard from Erins Isle during the course of an Adult League game against O’Dwyers was a reminder to us all of the fragility of life. The huge attendance at the dignified funeral ceremony included his playing colleagues from that poignant day from both clubs

Buíochas

I wish to pay a personal word of thanks to a number of people for their assistance during the past year. Gerry Harrington has completed his first year as Chairman and settled into the role seamlessly. His experience and knowledge of the club scene has been of enormous benefit and he is always available to visit clubs and travel with inter-county teams. Along with Vice-Chairman, Danny O’Connor, Gerry is determined to see the development of facilities for county teams as a priority during his tenure. Danny O’Connor chaired the Games Administration Committee for the earlier part of the year and takes a keen interest in ensuring there is a regular programme of meaningful games for all players. His novel idea of special non-exam competitions for minors was well received by the clubs. Treasurer Sean O’Mahony attends the office almost daily on a voluntary basis and assists with the organisation of games in Parnell Park, the administration of the Season Ticket Scheme, Research and the distribution of match tickets to scheme members. 

A sincere thank you to Assistant Secretary, John McNicholas, for his support, willing availability and his redrafting of our county bye-laws. Noel Murphy also does a colossal amount of work with An Coiste Smachta and in Parnell Park on match days. I want to pay a personal word of thanks to Paula and Gabrielle for their continuing support at all times and, in particular, during the ticket season when it seems like the whole country are looking for tickets from the Dublin County Committee.

There is little doubt that during the past two years Dublin GAA has seen massive change in our coaching structures. Those charged with implementing the new structures were primarily new appointments. Kevin O’Shaughnessy has made a huge impact introducing many significant changes and improvements to the organisation in his role as Strategic Programme Manager. Kevin’s role includes Strategic Planning, HR, Finance, Development Squads and he is ably supported by the Regional Development Officers, Hurling Development Officer, Football Development Officer and Games Manager. Kevin has been keen to learn from the clubs, to hear about their concerns and problems and to work hard in resolving matters of discontent. The Coaching & Games Development Committee, chaired by Sean Donnelly, has significant powers of autonomy to run our coaching programme and also to support and monitor the work of the coaching staff. 

I wish to thank our representative at Leinster Council, Jim Roche, who is a member of the provincial management committee. This ensures that those charged with the administration of the Leinster Council are kept aware of developments within our county.

I want to acknowledge the support I received from the Árd Stiúrthóir, Liam Ó Maolmhichíl, and his staff in Croke Park. Michael Delaney, Chief Executive Officer of the Leinster Council and his colleagues are always on hand to give assistance when called upon.

A special word of thanks to the members of the Games Administration Committee under the chairmanship of James Foran and supported by Patricia Monahan and to the Members of An Coiste Smachta, chaired by Dick Butler. The work of our various sub-committees is commendable and the commitment of their personnel is greatly appreciated. 

At Juvenile level we have always been very fortunate to have personnel to administer our games. However in recent years we are relying on the same willing officials to perform this role and I would appeal to clubs to source additional volunteers for our subsidiary boards. Many thanks to Kathleen McPoland for her efficiency and we’re all delighted to see her back to full health.

A special word of thanks also to our Development Officer, Susan Naughton, for her commitment to the delivery of the Club Planning Programmes which are an outstanding resource for club officials. Bairbre Uí Néill also deserves our gratitude for her excellent work in promoting the Scór competitions.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues on the management committee for all their support and, finally, a special word of thanks to all the Delegates and Club Officials for their dedication and co-operation with me during the past year.    

Seán Mac Coisdealbha

Rúnaí

Na Rúin

1.
Amend Bye-Law 1.2 to read: -

The County Committee shall consist of: -

· the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Development Officer, Coaching Officer, Officer for Irish Language and Culture and Youth Officer in accordance with the provisions of Rial 50 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006 as amended from time to time;

· the Central Council representative and the two Provincial Council representatives;

· one representative from each affiliated Club entering and competing in the last Junior or higher grade Championship in which the club was entitled to compete;

· one representative each from the County Youth Committee and County Referees Administration Committee;

· one representative each from the County Handball, the County Primary Schools and the County Second-Level Schools.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

2.
Amend Bye-Law 1.3 to read: -

In accordance with Rial 61 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006 the County Committee shall appoint the following sub-committees to carry out its various businesses and affairs: -

· County Management Committee;

· County Competitions Control Committee;

· County Hearings Committee;

· County Planning and Physical Development Committee;

· County Coaching & Games Development; 

· County Public Relations/Marketing Committee;

· County Cultural Committee;

· County Youth Committee;

· County Referees Administration Committee; 

· County Finance Committee

· County Information Technology Committee

· County Panels’ Finance Sub-Committee;

· County Second Level Schools Committee;

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

3.
Introduce new Bye-Law to read: -

In accordance with Rial 60 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006 the County Committee shall appoint the following sub-committees: - 

· County  Football Committee;

· County Hurling Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

4.
Amend Bye-Law 1.4 to read: -

With the exception of the powers that are specifically reserved for the County Committee itself, the County Committee shall be entitled to delegate all or any of its powers or responsibilities to Sub-Committees, whether consisting of members of the County Committee or otherwise and to lay down such terms of reference and conditions as the County Committee shall specify, including the appointment of a Chairperson of such sub-committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

5.
Amend Bye-Law 3.2 to read: -

The day-to-day business and affairs of the County Committee, shall, subject to the approval of the County Committee, be managed by the County Management Committee who may exercise all such business and affairs of the County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

6.
Amend Bye-Law 3.3 to read: -

The County Management Committee, subject to the approval of the County Committee, may appoint working groups to deal with delegated matters/activities and will receive regular reports from such working groups.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

7.
Amend Bye-Law 4.1 to read: -

The County Competitions Control Committee (otherwise referred to in these bye-laws and regulations as the  “CCC”) shall consist of the following members: - Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, both of whom shall be nominated by the County Management Committee, three nominees of the County Hurling Committee, three nominees of the County Football Committee and the County Referees Administrator all of whom shall be ratified by the County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

8.
Amend Bye-Law 4.2 to read: -
A Secretary shall be nominated by the County Management Committee to service the CCC and be ratified by the County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

9.
Amend Bye-Law 4.3 to read: -
The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the CCC shall be appointed annually and shall serve for a period not exceeding five years.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

10.
Amend Bye-Law 4.4 to read: -
The nominees of the County Hurling and County Football Committees shall be appointed annually by the County Committee and continue in office, not withstanding delays in, or the non-holding of the annual general meetings of the respective committees, until such nominees or any of them are re-appointed or replaced. All members of the CCC may serve on the Committee for a period not exceeding five consecutive years.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

11.
Amend Bye-Law 4.5 to read: -
The County Committee shall set out the policy regarding competitions prior to the commencement of the season for Championship, League and Cup from Minor grade upwards. Subject to that policy the CCC shall be responsible for all arrangements for (including the appointment of referees) and control of any matters arising from games under the jurisdiction of the County Committee, including disciplinary matters other than those functions reserved to the County Hearings Committee. It shall investigate and process matters relating to the Enforcement of Rules and match regulations, including hearing objections and counter-objections. The CCC shall make recommendations to County Committee in relation to applications from players for regrading.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

12.
Delete Bye-Law 4.6

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

13.
Amend Bye-Law 4.7 to read: -
The power and authority of the CCC shall be final and conclusive regarding matters under its jurisdiction and shall have the same force and effect as if made by the County Committee. Appeals against the decision of the CCC shall be to the Leinster Council in accordance with the Official Guide.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

14.
Amend Bye-Law 4.8 to read: -
Five members must be present to form a quorum of the CCC.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

15.
Amend Bye-Law 5.1 to read: -

The County Coaching & Games Development Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and 11 members who shall be nominated by the County Management Committee and ratified by the County Committee. 

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

16.
Amend Bye-Law 6.1 to read: -

The County Planning & Physical Development Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and 4 members who shall be nominated by the County Management Committee and ratified by the County Committee. 

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

17.
Amend Bye-Law 7.1 to read: -

The County Cultural Committee shall consist of  the County Officer for Irish language and Culture who shall be the Chairperson and 4 members who shall be nominated by the County Management Committee and ratified by the County Committee. 

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

18.
Amend Bye-Law 8.1 to read: -
The County Public Relations/Marketing Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and 4 members who shall be nominated by the County Management Committee and ratified by the County Committee. 

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

19.
Amend Bye-Law 9.1 to read: -
The County Hurling Committee shall consist of the following members: - a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary, the nominees to the CCC and County Hearings Committee and one representative from each remaining Club competing in the current Minor or higher grade Championship in which the club competes all of whom shall be appointed by the County Committee in accordance with Rial 60 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006. Twenty members must be present to form a quorum at meetings of the committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

20.
Amend Bye-Law 9.2 to read: -
The County Hurling Committee shall be entitled to make proposals in relation to the format of all hurling competitions to the County Committee and on matters relating to the promotion and improvement of hurling within the county to the County Coaching & Games Development Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

21.
Amend Bye-Law 9.3 to read: -
The County Hurling Committee shall at its first meeting each calendar year, elect a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a Secretary and shall nominate three persons to the CCC and three persons to the County Hearings Committee for that year, all of whom shall be ratified by the County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

22.
Amend Bye-Law 9.4 to read: -

With the exception of the Chairperson and Secretary of the meeting no Club shall be entitled to more than one representative on the County Hurling Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

23.
Amend Bye-Law 10.1 to read: -
The County Football Committee shall consist of the following members: - a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary, the nominees to the CCC and County Hearings Committee and one representative from each remaining Club competing in the current Minor or higher grade Championship in which the club competes all of whom shall be appointed by the County Committee in accordance with Rial 60 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006. Twenty members must be present to form a quorum at meetings of the committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

24.
Amend Bye-Law 10.2 to read: -
The County Football Committee shall be entitled to make proposals in relation to the format of all football competitions to the County Committee and on matters relating to the promotion and improvement of football within the county to the County Coaching & Games Development Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

25.
Amend Bye-Law 10.3 to read: -
The County Football Committee shall at its first meeting each calendar year, elect a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a Secretary and shall nominate three persons to the CCC and three persons to the County Hearings Committee for that year, all of whom shall be ratified by the County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

26.
Amend Bye-Law 10.4 to read: -

With the exception of the Chairperson and Secretary of the meeting no Club shall be entitled to more than one representative on the County Football Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

27.
Replace Bye-Law 11 as follows: -
The County Hearings Committee shall adjudicate on all disciplinary matters, where a hearing is requested, relating to the enforcement of Rules arising from matters under the jurisdiction of the County Committee. 

(Exception:- A Hearing of an Objection / Counter Objection is the function of the County Competitions Control Committee. The County Hearings Committee shall also hear all appeals arising from the County Youth Committee and its sub-committees).

The County Hearings Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and two members (one of whom shall act as Vice Chairperson) to be nominated by the County Management Committee, three members to be nominated by the County Football Committee and three members to be nominated by the County Hurling Committee - all of whom shall be ratified by the County Committee.

Members of the County Hearings Committee shall not be members of the County Management Committee, the County Competitions Control Committee, the County Youth Management Committee or the County Youth Hearings Committee.

A Secretary shall be nominated by the County Management Committee to service the County Hearings Committee and shall be ratified by the County Committee.

The Chairperson and the two members nominated by the County Management Committee shall be appointed for a period up to but not exceeding five years from the date of their ratification by the County Committee.

The nominees of the County Hurling and County Football Committees shall be appointed annually (subject to a maximum of five consecutive annual appointments) by the County Committee and continue in office, until such nominees or any of them are re-appointed or replaced, not withstanding delays or that meetings of the County Hurling or County Football Committees may not have been held.

Four members must be present to form a quorum at County Hearings Committee meetings.

The County Hearings Committee shall have Plenary Powers and all appeals against its decisions shall be to the Leinster Council.  

(Exception: - There shall be no appeal against decisions of the County Hearings Committee relating to appeals against the County Youth Committee or its sub-committees). 

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

28.
Amend Bye-Law 12.5 to read: -
The County Referees Administration Committee shall hold an Annual General Meeting. The A.G.M. shall nominate, for ratification by the County Committee, a County Referees’ Administration Committee consisting of a Secretary, Treasurer/Registrar and two representatives from a hurling referees panel and two representatives from a football referees panel. The County Referees’ Administrator, appointed in accordance with Rial 59 (h) Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006, shall be the Chairperson / representative to County Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

29.
Amend Bye-Law 13.1.2 as follows: -
Replace "G.A.C.1" and G.A.C.2" to read "Youth Competition Control Committee1 (CCC 1) and Competition Control Committee 2 (CCC 2)".

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

30.
Amend Bye-Law 13.1.3 to read: -
The County Youth Committee shall hold an Annual General Meeting each year at which the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Assistant Secretary and representative to county committee shall be nominated for ratification by the County Committee.  

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

31.
Amend Bye-Law 13.1.4 as follows: -
Replace "GACs" with "CCCs".

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

32.
Amend Bye-Law 13.2.1 as follows: -
Replace "G.A.C.1 and G.A.C.2" with "CCC 1 and CCC 2".

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

33.
Amend Bye-Law 13.3.1 as follows: -
Replace the words "Youth Games Administration Committee" / "G.A.C.1" / "G.A.C.2" with the words "Youth Competitions Control Committees" / "CCC 1" / "CCC 2"

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

34.
Amend Bye-Law 13.3.2 as follows: -
 
Replace "G.A.C.1 and G.A.C.2" with "CCC 1 and CCC 2".

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

35.
Amend Bye-Law 13.3.3 as follows: -
Replace "GACs" with “CCCs.”

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

36.
Amend Bye-Law 13.3.4 as follows: -
Replace "GACs" with “CCCs.”

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

37.
Replace Bye-Law 13.3.6 as follows: -
The Youth Competitions Control Committees shall be responsible for all arrangements for and control of any matter arising from games under the control of the County Youth Committee including disciplinary matters other than those functions reserved to the County Youth Hearings Committee. It shall investigate and process matters relating to the Enforcement of Rules and Match Regulations, including hearing Objections and Counter Objections. The Youth Competitions Control Committees shall have Plenary Powers and appeals against their decisions shall be made to the County Hearings Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

38.
Delete Byelaw 13.3.7

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

39.
Amend Bye-Law 13.3.8 as follows: -
Replace "GAC" with “CCC”

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

40.
Delete Byelaws 13.4.1 to 13.4.8 inclusive and replace as follows: -

The County Youth Hearings Committee shall adjudicate on all disciplinary matters, where a hearing is requested, relating to the enforcement of Rules arising from matters under the jurisdiction of the County Youth Committee. 

(Exception: - A Hearing of an Objection / Counter Objection is the function of the County Youth Competition Control Committees). 

The County Hearings Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and two members (one of whom shall act as Vice Chairperson) to be nominated by the County Youth Management Committee and three members to be elected by Annual General Meeting- all of whom shall be ratified by the County Committee.

No Member of the County Youth Management Committee may serve on the County Youth Hearings Committee.

A Secretary shall be nominated by the County Youth Management Committee to service the County Hearings Committee and ratified by the County Committee.

The Chairperson and two members nominated by the County Youth Management Committee shall be appointed for a period up to but not exceeding five years from the date of their ratification by the County Committee. The Members elected by the Annual General Meeting may not serve for more than five consecutive years.

Four members must be present to form a quorum at County Hearings Committee meetings. The County Youth Hearings Committee shall have Plenary Powers and all appeals against its decisions shall be to the County Hearings Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

41.
Amend Bye-Law 16.1.3 to read: -

A Player who wishes to leave one club to join another club in the county must apply to the County Committee for a transfer.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

42.
Amend Bye-Law 17.1 to read: -

Alterations and/or additions to these Bye-Laws may be made at any Annual County Convention, or at a Special County Convention convened for the purpose, providing that the resolution proposing same is carried by vote of two-thirds of the delegates present, entitled to vote and voting thereon.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

43.
Delete Bye-Law 17.5
Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

44.
Delete Bye-Law 17.6

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais
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