Cumann  Lúthchleas  Gael   -   Coiste  Atha Cliath
Comhdháil Bhliantúil
Páirc Parnell - Dé Luain 10ú Nollaig 2007  ar  7.00  i.n.
An Clár
1. Minutes of 2006 Convention.

2. Adoption of Standing Orders.

3. Secretary's Report.

4. Auditor's Report and Financial Statement.

5. Appointment of Tellers.

6. Election of Officers.

7. Appointment of Auditor.

8. C.C.C. Report

9. Coiste Éisteachta Report

10. Motions.


11. Appointment of Delegates to Leinster Convention.

12. Appointment of Delegates to Congress.

Standing Orders for Convention

1. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment thereto, may speak for 5 minutes but no longer.

2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution, or amendment, shall not exceed 3 minutes.

3. The Proposer of a Resolution, or Amendment, may speak a second time for 5 minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may speak a second time to any Resolution or Amendment.

4. The Chairman shall, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed, call on the Proposer to reply, after which a vote will be taken.

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move "that the question be now put" after which, when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.
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Tuarascáil An Rúnaí

Tá sé in am dom arís féachaint siar ar na príomh imeachtaí don bhliain atá imithe. Chomh maith le sin, seo an t-aon seans atá agam, mar Rúnaí Contae, mo thuairim pearsanta a chur ós bhur gcomhair. Teastaíonn uaim mo bhuíochas a ghabháil le na hOifigigh an Chontae agus sna Club as ucht a gcuid oibre i rith na bliana.

Ireland’s rapidly changing society continues to present significant challenges to our Association and over the past number of years we have laid the basis under which this challenge can be addressed. The future of the GAA is in children – particularly those who are now under 9 years of age. Table 1 shows a summary of this age group by province within the 26 counties and Table 2 gives the figures by county within Leinster.  An examination of the figures shows that 55% of this age group resides in Leinster. Dublin, alone, accounts for 24.8% of the population between five and nine year olds in the twenty six counties, with this growing to 26% of those under age 5. These demographics highlight the significant responsibilities on Dublin GAA to put in place structures to manage this population explosion and demonstrate the need for the GAA at a national level to participate in ensuring these structures are in place and adequately funded. If we do not meet the challenges set by these demographics within Dublin and other Leinster counties we face the possibility that our National Games will become marginalised in the coming years.

Table 1: Summary of 0 - 9 age group

	
	0-4 years
	%
	5-9 years 
	%
	Total 0-9 Years
	%

	Leinster
	166,883
	55.2%
	154,490
	53.6%
	321,373
	54.4%

	Munster
	81,234
	26.9%
	80,117
	27,8%
	161,351
	27.3%

	Connacht
	34,337
	11.4%
	33,540
	11.6%
	67,877
	11.5%

	Ulster (3)
	19,798
	6.5%
	20,178
	7.0%
	39,976
	6.8%

	
	302,252
	100%
	288,325
	100%
	590,577
	100%


Table 2: Break-up of Population by Children 0 - 9 years old

	
	0-4 Years


	5-9 Years


	Total 0-9 years


	% 

	Carlow
	3,842
	3,418
	7,260
	2.3%

	Dublin City
	26,363
	25,043
	51,406
	16.0%

	Dún Laoighre-Rathdown
	11,269
	11,796
	23,065
	7.2%

	Fingal
	21,273
	16,903
	38,176
	11.9%

	South Dublin
	19,549
	17,709
	37,258
	11.6%

	Kidare
	16,025
	14,516
	30,541
	9.5%

	Kilkenny
	6,340
	6,268
	12,608
	3.9%

	Laois
	5,498
	5,093
	10,591
	3.2%

	Longford
	2,611
	2,448
	5,059
	1.5%

	Louth
	8,830
	8,341
	17,171
	5.3%

	Meath
	14,228
	12,800
	27,028
	8.4%

	Offaly
	5,449
	5,428
	10,877
	3.4%

	Westmeath
	6,000
	5,919
	11,919
	3.7%

	Wexford
	10,025
	9,858
	19,883
	6.3%

	Wicklow
	9,581
	8,950
	18,531
	5.8%

	Total
	166,883
	154,490
	321,373
	100%


I outline below three games development areas main areas that we focused on in addressing these challenges (Games Promotion Officers, Schools of Excellence and Training and Development): -

Games Promotion Officers


The deployment of Games Promotion Officers (GPO’s) within clubs / communities in Dublin has provided a resource, which if managed and utilised in an efficient manner, can support the volunteers in providing a games and skill development programme that will increase our participation numbers within Dublin. The ethos of our Association is that we are a voluntary led organisation and it is essential to the long-term viability of this deployment that we have management structures, which reflect this ethos. The single most important element of the GPO scheme is the steering committee within clubs. The capacity of the initiative to deliver real value for each club is determined by the focus and drive that these steering committees bring. Each club has its own individual challenges and the capacity of the steering committee to address these challenges with the deployment of the GPO and to set up sustainable structures within the coaching and games element of the club is essential. 

The area of nursery development has been central to the activities of GPO’s over the last number of years. We have achieved growth rates in excess of 20% year on year and the challenge is to maintain these figures, to build the right games programme and to recruit the appropriate mentors to facilitate these growing numbers. The recruitment of these new volunteers and the on-going development of our current volunteers should, I believe, be our number one focus. The capacity to deliver on this focus will determine our ability to continue to grow. The recent dialogue which the Coaching and Games Development Committee had with clubs has demonstrated the need to analyse each component of work that the GPO carries out. 

Schools of Excellence


The concept of inclusiveness is a core principle of our Association and we have an obligation to ensure that we provide a games programme for all. However, within that games programme we must provide a structure that will develop our most talented players. 

The success of these schools of excellence will drive standards not just at inter-county level but at club level as well. Currently, in excess of 700 children are in our programme spanning the vast majority of clubs.

Dublin GAA needs two elements to establish our position in the pantheon of Irish sport and society. The first, which I outlined above, is a comprehensive games programme for all and a valuing of all participants in our Association. Secondly a successful Dublin GAA jersey in both codes will be the envy of all our inter-county rivals and other sports organisations in Dublin. The success of Dublin has been intermittent over the last thirty years, in particular at minor level. The recent success of hurling at this level has demonstrated what can be achieved when we have a unified focus on structures and player development and all work together for a single aim. The revamping of the schools of excellence over the last number of years, will I believe, bear fruit in the near future and we can confidently look forward to increased success at under age level.

Training and Development


A significant body of the work carried out this year has been focused on the younger age groups. The expansion of nursery activity has fuelled the demand for specialised training and resources. The GAA has been to the forefront in the production of world class resources with the launching of the ‘Fun Do’ learning resource by Croke Park. In this context I would like to compliment Pat Daly and all involved in developing of this innovative and revolutionary coaching resource. This has been complemented by the publication of the ‘Ready to Play’ nursery book which was the brainchild of Ger O’Connor and his staff in Dublin GAA. 

In addition, the GAA have adopted the Sports Council’s Code of Best Practice which has two modules (1) Code of Ethics and (2) Child Protection and this will be our number one focus for 2008. I would recommend that as many as possible participate in the extensive training programme issued.

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all involved in Coaching & Games both within the county and clubs for their participation during the year. Finally, all our programmes would not be possible without the financial assistance of the Sports Council, Croke Park and Leinster Council for which we are grateful.

Infrastructure

Coiste Átha Cliath promotes GAA activities in the most urbanised county in the country and in an area where development land is most expensive and least available. It also has the highest number of clubs, which depend on local authority facilities for pitches. Many existing clubs under Coiste Átha Cliath are compensating for weaknesses in school and state infrastructure. In order to maintain these club units as vibrant promotional hubs for the Association, there is a requirement for Central Council support and systematic Coiste Átha Cliath engagement with local government. 
Coiste Átha Cliath recently met with the National Infrastructure Committee regarding approval in principle for both our facilities development strategy and Ard Chomhairle funding to ensure the implementation of the same strategy. Coiste Átha Cliath is working in close co-operation with the Leinster Council in terms of an integrated approach to facilities development in the Greater Dublin Area that creates: -

· a network of well located floodlit synthetic pitches across Leinster, which will achieve high utilisation; -

· a network of well located facilities “bundles” that include both synthetic and grass floodlit pitches, hurling walls and suitable dressing-room complexes concentrated in the Greater Dublin Area, which will achieve high utilisation; and -

· a number of innovative delivery methods that minimises expenditure on development land and on going management costs.

The facilities “bundles” will ensure that GAA activity will be possible for 12 months of the year as lower usage of the synthetic pitch during the summer months will be matched by higher usage of the grass pitch in the same period. This combination will ensure new facilities have the highest utilisation possible.

The immediate action plan concerns the delivery of a County Training Centre style facility at our lands at Rathcoole and the subsequent delivery of three separate synthetic all-weather facilities across the county. All potential funding for these four projects which encapsulates Phase 1 of the Coiste Átha Cliath vision for facilities development, is for development finance and not the purchase of land. The board has invested considerable time and resources in developing sustainable relationships with local authorities with a view to putting in place a joint approach to facilities development. This approach involves the GAA investing in the development of local authority land with guaranteed GAA access.  

Rathcoole Land

Last year I reported that the long running saga of gaining access to the Board’s lands at Rathcoole was coming to an end. Over the last 12 months, South Dublin County Council have advanced the planning of the link road to the Board’s lands from Stoney Road.  They completed initial design work and tried to negotiate land purchase.  In the event, this did not succeed and the Council had to resort to the legal process.  I am pleased to advise that a Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of the lands required has recently been confirmed.  This confirmation, together with Part 8 planning approval, means that the Council can now complete design work and advance to tender.  They expect to complete site investigation works early in the New Year, seek tenders over the Summer and have a Contractor appointed by Autumn 2008.  Accordingly, they expect to have the road completed and opened in Summer 2009.

Given that there is now more certainty on the access, the Council and the Board’s professional advisors have commenced negotiations with a view to lodging an application for planning permission for a Centre of Excellence in six months time. Key agreement issues revolve around the site layout, site boundaries, site services, parking requirements, boundary treatments and buildings.  There have also been discussions on temporary site access to facilitate site development and construction works pending completion of the new access road. Wide ranging consultations were held with Inter-County Management Teams, Players, Development Squad personnel, Schools, Leinster Council and selected club contacts to ascertain the variety of facilities required in the completed development. The final plans will be submitted to the County Committee for approval. I now expect that we can complete the project in 2009 all things being equal.

I wish to acknowledge the outstanding commitment, support and guidance of Terry Roche, Chairman of our Infrastructure Committee, to this project and the proficiency of Michael Hand from PH McCarthy & Co.

Inter-County
Dublin inter-county teams won three Leinster titles during 2007 with victories in Minor and U21 Hurling and Senior Football, but All-Ireland trophies continue to elude us.

Senior Football

Dublin and Kerry rivalry is one of the great traditional rivalries of Gaelic football and this year’s game added another chapter to the book. Unfortunately, for Dublin we still have to hark back to that famous All-Ireland semi-final of 1977 for our last Championship victory over the Munster side. Dublin and Kerry have now clashed 24 times in the All-Ireland championship with the Kingdom winning sixteen times to Dublin's six, while there have been two draws in 1941 and 2001. 
Kerry’s blitz at the start of both halves was crucial in their 1-15 to 0-16 victory. It was also a game which highlighted the differences that separates champions from tales of ‘so near and yet so far’ – Declan O’Sullivan clinically executed his only goal chance while Dublin squandered a couple of good opportunities. Also, at crucial junctures Dublin took wrong options while Kerry seemed able to hold onto possession and patiently wait for the openings.

It was a disappointing conclusion to an otherwise very promising Championship. For the third summer in succession, Dublin were crowned Leinster champions following victories over Laois, Offaly, and Meath after a replay. Our All-Ireland quarter-final victory over Derry quashed all the bogus talk that this Dublin team would get lost on the road outside of Leinster.

The 2007 Championship also brought to a close the three-year term of Paul Caffrey and his management team – a term that saw the county go undefeated in Leinster over those three years and put together an eleven-game unbeaten record in the province. During his initial term Dublin also reached two All-Ireland semi-finals as well as being defeated in an All-Ireland quarter-final replay. 

It was with confidence that the county board took the decision to extend the term of the management team for another year. This year players, such as Bernard Brogan and Ross McConnell, have emerged to bolster our drive towards capturing the Sam Maguire for the first time since 1995. Ciaran Whelan continues to prosper at midfield while the switch of Barry Cahill to the half-back line paid dividends. The trawl for new players is an all-year round task for the management team and a few new players are likely to come to the fore in 2008 when we hope to end the wait for football’s top honour.

Senior Hurling

It is a mark of the strides Dublin is taking in hurling that our failure to reach the knockout stages of this year’s National Hurling League brought such disappointment. Tommy Naughton’s team got their league programme off to a stunning start when they followed up their opening day draw with All-Ireland champions Kilkenny in Parnell Park with two superb victories over Galway also in Parnell Park and Limerick in the Gaelic Grounds. Over these three games, Dublin showed terrific mettle and skill in - what were at times – very difficult conditions plus the confident attitude of the younger players was particularly encouraging. For many years, Dublin hurlers have perhaps being guilty of an inferiority complex when it comes to measuring themselves along side the stronger counties but the mindset of the emerging young hurlers in Dublin is changing all that.

However, the wheels came off in our fourth game against Antrim as we were forced to play three away games in eight days against Limerick, Antrim and Tipperary. It was a treacherous situation that was not of our making. Casement Park had not been passed playable on the original date of the game and we were forced into the revised schedule of games that you can be sure the elite counties would not have had to endure. This was just the latest example of GAA hierarchy having ‘one law for the rich, and one for the poor’. Defeats to both Antrim and Tipperary saw Dublin elbowed out of qualification for the knockout stages, however, we had achieved our primary aim – retention of our Division 1 status. Once again, Dublin senior hurlers have been handed three away games out of five in next year’s NHL – just like this season. The computer they have in Croke Park should be debugged as the same error message keeps appearing on screen. 

Our luck did not improve come Championship time when we made a somewhat controversial exit at the hands of Wexford in a Leinster SHC semi-final. While Wexford had plenty of chances to take a strong lead early in the second half, they failed to do so and the game finished in a welter of excitement with Dublin pressing hard for victory. However, we were left to rue a late refereeing decision which could have presented us with the chance of victory but, instead seconds later, Barry Lambert lofted over a superb long range match-winning free for the Slaneysiders.

Junior Football 

Dublin came within a few minutes of capturing the Leinster JFC title since 1994 this year. While it is not the most sought after grade it can still be a useful ‘window’ for players who are off the top-flight. Despite the late appointment of Val Andrews as manager for this year’s junior side he and his management team still assembled a strong side who lost the provincial final to Wexford. In the final at Wexford Park the team failed to combine with the same potency as they had in their earlier victories over Louth and Wicklow. We are grateful to the clubs who facilitated the junior footballers with their preparations and who allowed players to go forward for trials.

Intermediate Hurling

Dublin’s intermediate hurlers were beaten by Kilkenny by four points in the Leinster IHC semi-final. The calendar affords restrictive preparation for this competition but it was a credible display by the Dubs under the management team of Tom Fitzpatrick. 

U21 Hurling

For the first time since 1972, Dublin are Leinster U21 hurling champions - and they captured the title in style. Dublin finally ended both the long wait and a sequence of losing appearances in finals which had seen us defeated six times alone since 1998 (1998, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006). Following victories in the provincial semi-final against Wexford and quarter-final against Kildare, Offaly were the opponents in the final in Parnell Park. 

And what a final it was culminating in Peadar Carton’s superb goal late which cemented victory (2-18 to 3-9). The scenes of elation on the final whistle, and during the presentation, spoke volumes for both the achievements of this team and management under the direction of Sean Lane since they assembled as an under 14 development squad 7 years ago. It also highlighted the deep emotion there is for hurling among ‘hard core’ Dublin fans. The journey did not stop there as two Declan O’Dwyer goals, plus an outstanding display by the midfield partnership of Alan McCrabbe and John McCaffrey, saw us progress past Derry (3-18 to 2-11) in Páirc Esler, Newry, to face Galway in the All-Ireland final at Croke Park. However, Dublin never got motoring as Galway imposed themselves on the game from the first whistle and the concession of early goals left Dublin with a mountain to climb. Nevertheless, it is with much confidence that we can look forward to 2008 and to continuing our recent rich vein of form at minor and under-21 level - as the successful Leinster minor hurling teams of 2005 and 2007 are merged into what should be a potent force.

U21 Football 

The fortunes of our U21 footballers were the polar opposite of our hurlers at the same grade. Despite a lot of preparation and some very encouraging challenge game results, we made a quick exit for the second year in a row – this time at the hands of Meath in Parnell Park. The slide of Dublin at U21 level is a growing concern as it provides such an important stepping stone to senior grade. Jim Gavin, a member of the All-Ireland SFC winning side of 1995, has been appointed as manager for 2008, when Dublin face the winners of Kildare v Meath, with another of the ’95 players Paul Curran and ’95 selector Jim Brogan and Paraic McDonald as his selectors. Over the past six weeks, they have been undertaking trials as well as attending a lot of U21 and senior games in preparation for this coming spring. While the lack of success at minor and U21 levels in recent years does not bode well for next season, we feel there is sufficient quality in the county to launch a bold bid for Leinster honours.

Minor Hurling

Prior to capturing the Leinster U21 title Dublin had three weeks previously been crowned minor champions in the province – completing a historic double, never achieved before by the county, at Minor and U21 grades. Also this was Dublin’s second Leinster championship success in three years – you have to go back to the mid-fifties since Dublin last achieved such a run of honours. The highlight of the year for the minor hurlers was their Leinster final victory over Kilkenny when they outclassed the Cats 2-14 to 1-10 in Croke Park. It was a brilliantly executed win with several players exhibiting the class, touch and temperament required to be leaders in their ‘field’. Dublin’s performance against Kilkenny came on the back of a stirring 1-13 to 0-6 victory over Wexford, when David Treacy gave an outstanding display at centre-forward. However, in the All-Ireland semi-final, a nightmare finish to the first half and restart to the second saw our dreams of a first All-Ireland Final appearance since 1983 disappear in a game which was played in a constant downpour at O'Moore Park, Portlaoise.

The quality of hurling on display defied the conditions and, in an excellent game, Dublin led 0-8 to 0-4 in the 26th minute but trailed 2-5 to 0-8 at the interval and only ten minutes into the second half, had been cut 2-10 to 0-8 adrift. But for the last 20 minutes, Dublin dominated possession and scored five points without reply. The goal they needed to really put fuel in their tank almost arrived in the 49th minute but Cork goalkeeper Darren McCarthy pulled off a superb save to keep out sub Emmet McCabe's first time double.

Congratulations to Joe Fortune, Eimear Dignam and Dwain Moore for their coaching inputs and allegiance to the team since their appointment as mentors to the squad in 2003.
Minor Football 

2007 did not bring any improvement in our fortune at minor football level – as for the fourth summer in-a-row we failed to reach the Leinster final. Dublin began their campaign by defeating Meath in Parnell Park. Dublin led from start to finish with Shane Gallagher’s second half goal sealing victory to set up a duel with Laois, a game which went to a replay before the O’Moore County prevailed in a disappointingly one-sided rematch at O’Moore Park. In the drawn game at Parnell Park, Dublin led 1-9 to 0-6 early in the second half but were reeled in before the end of normal time. In extra-time, Dublin had to show character in the dying minutes with Ted Furman scoring three points in the concluding six minutes to force a replay. The replay did not mirror the drawn tussle as Laois totally dominated the game apart from the opening quarter. We led 1-2 to 0-3 after 18 minutes but were totally outplayed for the remainder of the game with our only score of the second half coming from a successfully converted ‘45’. Dublin’s poor return in Leinster at minor football level since the provincial championship success of 2003 must be reversed. In 2008, we have a promising team who won the Gerry Reilly Memorial Tournament two seasons ago while last year’s U16’s reached the final of the same competition in Oldcastle but lost to Meath 4-9 to 0-12.

A sincere thank you to all involved in the management of our inter-county teams during the past year. The following is a record of the performances of our various teams in official competitions during the past 12 months: - 

National Hurling League
180207 
Parnell Park
Dublin 
2 - 13 

Kilkenny 
0 - 19

180307 
Parnell Park
Dublin 
2 -   7

Galway 
1 -   8

250307 
Limerick 
Dublin 
0 - 22 

Limerick 
1 - 15

280307
Belfast 
Dublin 
0 - 12 

Antrim 
1 - 13

010407  
Nenagh 
Dublin 
1 -   9 

Tipperary 
4 - 15

  
Leinster Senior Hurling Championship 

090607 
Kilkenny 
Dublin 
3 - 10

Wexford 
2 - 14 


All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship 

300607 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
0 - 15

Cork 

3 - 20 


070707 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 11

Tipperary 
1 - 20 


140707 
Tullamore 
Dublin 
2 - 13

Offaly 

2 - 25 


Walsh Cup Senior Hurling 

270107
Rathdowney
Dublin 
1 - 16

Laois 

1 - 17 


National Football League 

030207 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 10 

Tyrone 
0 - 11 

100207 
Limerick 
Dublin 
0 - 14 

Limerick 
1 - 10

250207 
Ballyshannon 
Dublin 
0 -   5 

Donegal 
0 -   9

100307 
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 13 

Cork 

0 -   7 

240307
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
3 - 15 

Fermanagh 
0 -   7

010407  
Castlebar 
Dublin 
0 -   9 

Mayo 

0 - 10 

080407
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
2 -   7 

Kerry 

1 - 12

Leinster Senior Football Championship

030607  
Croke Park 
Dublin 
1 - 11

Meath 

0 - 14

170607  
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 16 

Meath 

0 - 12

240607  
Croke Park
Dublin 
1 - 12 

Offaly 

0 - 10

150707 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
3 - 14 

Laois 

1 - 14

All-Ireland Senior Football Championship 

110807 
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 18 

Derry 

0 - 15

260807  
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 16 

Kerry 

1 - 15

O’Byrne Cup Senior Football
090107
Sean Moore Park
Dublin 
3 - 14 

D.C.U.
 
0 - 12

140107  
Mullingar
Dublin 
2 - 11 

Westmeath 
0 -   8 

200107  
Aughrim
Dublin 
0 – 15

Wicklow 
1 -   5 

280107  
Tullamore
Dublin 
1 - 18 

Laois 

2 - 13

Leinster Under 21 Hurling Championship 
300507  
Clane
Dublin 
2 - 12 

Kildare 
2 -   7 
200607  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
3 - 12 

Wexford 
2 - 14 

180707  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
2 - 18 

Offaly 

3 -   9 

All-Ireland Under 21 Hurling Championship 

180807  
Newry
Dublin 
3 - 18 

Derry 

2 - 11

090907  
Croke Park 
Dublin 
0 - 12

Galway 
5 - 11 


Leinster U21 Football Championship 

170207  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 -  8 

Meath 

2 -   9

Leinster Minor Hurling Championship 
230607  
Carlow 
Dublin 
1 - 13 

Wexford 
0 -   6 

010707  
Croke Park 
Dublin 
2 - 14

Kilkenny 
1 - 10

All-Ireland Minor Hurling Championship 

040807  
Portlaoise 
Dublin     0 - 13    

Cork

2 - 10
 
Leinster Minor Football Championship

070407  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
2 - 11 

Meath 

1 -   7

120507  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 13 

Laois 

0 - 16

160507  
Portlaoise
Dublin 
1 -   3 

Laois 

2 - 12

 

Leinster Intermediate Hurling Championship 

270607 
Parnell Park  
Dublin 
0 - 10

Kilkenny 
0 - 14 

Leinster Junior Football Championship

300507  
Parnell Park 
Dublin 
1 - 11 

Louth 

0 - 12

130607  
Parnell Park 
Dublin
0 - 16 

Wicklow 
1 -   7

270607  
Wexford 
Dublin 
1 -   8

Wexford 
1 - 10 


Friends of Dublin Hurling
A very enjoyable and successful evening was held recently to honour our recent achievements on the hurling fields. The Friends of Dublin Hurling under the Chairmanship of Michael O’Grady, Secretary Humphrey Kelleher and Treasurer Kevin Drumgoole, arranged a medal presentation dinner which honoured our successful hurling teams and presented player of the year awards. The four hundred and fifty guests in attendance also gave a prolonged standing ovation to the inaugural winner of the Hall of Fame Award -  Jimmy Boggan - for his outstanding commitment to hurling in the county.

Distribution of Central Funds

The opening of Croke Park to host international soccer and rugby games has swelled the central finances of the Association. This money must be used wisely to protect the future of our games in terms of improving grounds and their facilities, at both county and club level, and to encourage a wider spread of state-of-the-art floodlighting. However, additional funding must be made available to offset the rising costs of administering inter-county teams. In a county like Dublin where the County Board strives to develop both hurling and football to the best of its ability from under 13 level right up to senior inter-county level there is huge pressure on finances. Recently, we have also implemented the regionalisation of developmental squads from under 13 to under 16 levels, which adds to this pressure on finance and administration. This is not the same for all counties who have their own particular approach to their respective ‘weaker’ codes.

New Clubs

One of the greatest challenges which the Dublin County Board faces is the development of our national games in new areas. The population of Dublin continues to grow as new towns ‘mushroom’ up. The formation and development of new clubs is essential to the future of Gaelic games in the capital. I would encourage existing clubs not to take a ‘NIMBY’ (‘Not In My Back Yard’) attitude to the challenges we face but, rather, to take a long-term view. For example, the establishment of Castleknock in 1998 as a new club in the Dublin 15 area has already contributed greatly to Gaelic games in Dublin. The club are developing their off-pitch activities while our games are prospering on the pitch. When the club was first mooted, it was met by some opposition but the greater Dublin 15 area has proven to be big enough with a catchment area well capable of including a new club. New clubs obviously will provide new challenges for existing clubs, but the existing clubs must rise to the challenge to improve, refocus and re-order their own structures and targets.

Multi-Cultural 

Dublin in 2007 is home to a rich diversity of races and cultures – these people are the new Dubs. As a sporting association, we must strive to offer the hand of friendship, our resources and support structures to incorporate these new communities into our ‘family’ but in a manner which is cognisant of the fact that we can never presume they wish to be a part of the changing face and future of Gaelic games. Through sport and Gaelic games, in particular, we can work to develop communities further by promoting cultural diversity and combating the problems of both racism and discrimination which pervade to some extent in villages, town and cities the length and breath of this country. In this regard, may I pay tribute to the work being done by Cumann na mBunscol in our primary schools. We should also utilise publications such as the Polski Herald and Metro Eireann to reach out to Dublin’s growing ethnic communities.

Match Tickets 

This year we were involved in the distribution of match tickets from 3rd June to 16th September. At times, during this period, the office was under siege by clubs and members of the public with requests for tickets, which places a heavy burden on the office staff. The collection and reconciliation of payments are also very time consuming. The co-operation of all the clubs was appreciated, especially the individual club co-ordinators that have the unenviable task of satisfying their members requests. A special word of thanks to Seán O’Mahony, Larry McVeigh and Donal Hickey for their assistance and integrity throughout the duration of the ticket season.

This summer approaching 500,000 spectators passed through the Croke Park turnstiles to attend games involved the Dublin senior footballers. Summer after summer the burden of ticket administration grows. The Dublin County Board welcomes the pro-rata commission on tickets from Central Council, without a ceiling cap, that rewards counties financially for the support of their members at our championship games.

Extra Time v Replay

The inter-county fixture schedule is constantly under the spotlight, particularly because of the influence it can bring to bear on the club fixture scene. Extra-time for inter-county championship matches has been suggested as a way of alleviating this pressure. While there are some positives to strengthen the argument for extra-time in the first meeting of counties, I would attest that they are outweighed by the negatives. The solution to the problem could be a tighter scheduling of inter-county games. 

‘Mellow’ Yellow 

The use - or more correctly abuse - of yellow cards needs serious examination. On too many occasions players are being yellow-carded for ‘offences’ that do not warrant yellow cards while there are also too many incidents when offences should have been punished by a straight red card but the player involved ‘escapes’ with a yellow card. 

International v Inter-provincial

This year, the M. Donnelly inter-provincial finals in hurling and football were staged in Croke Park. As someone described it, it could have been “the kill or cure” for the historical inter-provincial competition. Croke Park was a leap too far if we are serious about breathing new life into the ailing competition. However, I would also challenge the rationale behind hosting the semi-final between Munster and Leinster footballers in Fermoy. In terms of repackaging the inter-provincial competition as a whole, and marketing this game in particular, you might as well have fixed it for Bere Island. If the GAA is genuinely serious about the future of the inter-provincials, they must give it some of the treatment which they reserve for when Ireland is hosting the International Rules series. The juxtaposition of the treatment of both games can be very insightful.

Croke Park Floodlights - Dublin v Tyrone

I would like to extend my gratitude to all those who helped make the occasion for the official unveiling of Croke Park’s floodlights such a success – apart from the result of the game. It was a case of ‘many hands made (flood)light work! Particular thanks to Uachtarán Nickey Brennan, Árd Stirthóir Liam Mulvihill and Stadium Manager Peter McKenna for their co-operation and their invitation to Dublin to participate on the historic occasion.

Burnout
While agreeing that 'burnout' in young players in Gaelic games, particularly talented young players who can be pulled in many directions during their formative years, is an issue that needs constant attention, I don’t believe the scrapping of the minor and Under 21 championships to be replaced by an Under 19 championship (as suggested by ‘The Report of the Task Force on Player Burnout’ last autumn) is the way forward. ‘Player Burnout’ is a topic that has been debated for the past decade and I have anecdotal evidence of members of the public suffering from ‘Readers Burnout’ such is the amount of print the topic has generated! Is it only in Gaelic games where participants are susceptible to or suffer from ‘burnout’?

Players are the greatest asset of the Association and so must be protected – sometimes protected from themselves and their desire to serve too many masters in schools, colleges or university; their club; their county and maybe also both codes. It is imperative that all the ‘stakeholders’ work together to protect the greatest assets of our games and that best practice is used on and off the field to aid injury prevention – and this is a practice we have always strived to implement in Dublin. I don’t think scrapping the Minor and Under 21 grades is the correct route to travel, perhaps the spotlight should focus more sharply at the training schedule, travelling schedule and fixtures schedule (both competitive and challenges) that a lot of players throughout the country undertake for third level competitions.

Schools/Colleges/Third Level

I would like to put on the record the County Board's appreciation to all the teachers who continue to contribute so much to the development of Gaelic Games in primary and second-level schools. Many of these teachers have been involved in the promotion of our games for numerous years and have witnessed enormous changes in children’s behaviour and, indeed, their ambivalent attitude to sport. Commuting to inter-school games is becoming more challenging with the increased traffic resulting in teachers not arriving home until 6pm.  All of this work is undertaken in a voluntary capacity, while some of their work colleagues charge parents a fee for arranging extra curriculum activities for pupils. Perhaps a case should be made to the Department of Education and Science and the Revenue Commissioners to allocate some benefit or tax credits to teachers engaged in the voluntary promotion of our games. There is a continuing need for clubs to provide equipment and support to our local schools.

Parnell Park hosted the Cumann na mBunscol finals in the past year. The outstanding skills, commitment, enthusiasm and varying emotions were all captured by Setanta Television and all the participating children will remember their final day for the rest of their lives. 

While there is much discussion on the participation of college teams in local competitions we are indebted to DCU, Coláiste Phádraig, Trinity College and UCD for the use of their playing facilities for training by our inter-county teams and for club matches. The facilities and expertise available in these colleges should be utilised more to the further benefit of Gaelic Games in the capital. 

Féile Competitions

The Féile competitions are key events in the juvenile games calendar and clubs invest time and energy into their squads in order to win a county title and advance to the National Finals. Congratulations to Castleknock on winning the coveted Christy Ring Perpetual Trophy as Division 1 winners of the Feile na nGael. This was a unique achievement for a club which was formed in 1998. It is possibly the first time that a club has won this title whose premier adult team is participating at junior level. Raheny were runners-up in the All-Ireland Football Féile, which is another excellent achievement for this talented squad.

Over the past number of years, Dublin have been invited to enter a number of teams in the national competition generally to compensate for a deficit in the number of clubs in the host county. However, in my opinion, this has led to manoeuvring by clubs around certain divisions in the U13 and U14 grades to increase their chances of attending the National Féile. The scheduling over a weekend of our county competition also affords clubs an opportunity to field players whose first commitment is not to our games and consigning our regular players to the sideline. Perhaps consideration should be given to selecting any additional clubs from Dublin from the pool of clubs who have never attended a National Féile.

Welfare of young players 

Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally challenging. Criticism from coaches, parents and other teammates - as well as pressure to win - can create an excessive amount of anxiety and stress for young players. Sport can play a huge role in developing the youth of our clubs and building their self confidence. Players can, for example, learn how to co-operate with others, make friends, and gain other important social skills that will be invaluable to them throughout their lives. For this reason, coaches and parents should be aware, at all times, that their feedback to youngsters can greatly effect them.  Youngsters may take their parents' and coaches' criticisms to heart and find flaws in themselves. 

Coaches and parents should also be conscious to ensure that youth sport participation does not become ‘work’ for children. The outcome of the game should not be more important than the process of participating in and learning the sport and other life lessons. Frequently, players may be worrying more about who will win - instead of enjoying themselves and the sport. Following a game, many parents and coaches focus on the outcome and find fault with youngsters' performances. Positive reinforcement should be provided, regardless of the outcome. Research indicates that positive reinforcement motivates and has a greater effect on learning than criticism. Again, criticism can create high levels of stress, which can lead to players deserting our games.

Players Injury Scheme
Central Council recently decided to increase the adult team subscription to €1,000 as there is a deficit of €1.2m in the current year and Central Council is also making a capital contribution of €1m to the scheme. The only other alternative was to end the scheme which is funded by team subscriptions and six per cent of national gate receipts. There is no increase in subscriptions for U21 and Minor teams. This scheme is not designed to fully compensate players when injured. The responsibility continues to lie with the individual player to ensure that he is covered in accordance with his specific needs. Notification of an injury must be communicated to Coyle Hamilton Willis within 4 weeks of the injury. The completed accident form must be submitted to the County Secretary within a further 28 days for authentication. It is vital that each claim is assessed by the Club Secretary to eliminate fraudulent applications. The majority of claims are processed within a period of three weeks, and, generally delays only occur when insufficient details are provided with the application.

Property and Liability Insurances

A decision has been taken at Central Council to revise the criteria for determining county premiums which has resulted in a massive increase in our premiums. This follows sustained criticism by many other counties who argued that Dublin, with a substantial property portfolio and high level of claims should be compelled to pay a higher premium. The GAA Insurance Work Group calculated our premium based on our club property and liability claims history over the past 20 years and An Coiste Banistí will apply the same criteria in determining a clubs contribution.

We all accept that accidents do and can happen but it is imperative that clubs remain ever vigilant and eliminate the likely causes of accidents. It is the clubs responsibility to ensure that Coyle Hamilton Willis have authorised use of a clubs property through the Hirers Scheme by outside bodies, prior to allowing their properties to be used.

Hirers Scheme

The Hirers Scheme was launched in 2006 and its purpose was to protect the GAA Insurance Programme and self-insured fund. It also allows clubs to promote their facilities properly and offers adequate protection for Officers and, in the long-term, premiums should reduce for individual GAA Clubs.

Despite the good reasons for introducing the scheme, it is only been supported by a couple of clubs in Dublin. Negotiations have taken place with Alianz and Coyle Hamilton Willis and they have agreed in relation to larger clubs, with facilities for indoor and outdoor functions, to issue one certificate to cover all events that would fall under the Hirers Scheme provided the clubs submit an estimate of the number of events per year, type of event and numbers attending. The club would then include the insurance cost in their overall charge for each event. A meeting will be arranged early in 2008 to discuss insurance issues.

Competitions Control Committee

The inter-county fixture schedule must be condensed to alleviate some of the pressure on local fixtures and a Special Congress will be held in January 2008 to debate proposals. In Dublin, we will also need to tighten up our fixture schedule as the disillusionment and discontent is growing all the time. Players are finding it more difficult to motivate themselves to go back training early in the New Year when their fixtures have just concluded immediately prior to Christmas. As indicated in the Strategic Review Report, the greatest dropout of people playing our games is in the 16 – 21 age gap and the key challenge is to ensure that there is sufficient competition at all levels for these players. 

The primary function of the Competitions Control Committee (CCC) is to provide meaningful and regular games for players at all levels in hurling and football within the county. The CCC continue to attempt to change a mindset and culture that exists within some clubs that it is believed that games can be called off at a whim, for all types of frivolous reasons, thus leaving 40 players idle in any one fixture where a panel of twenty on each side is involved. This situation renders the Master List inoperable and, in my opinion, there continues to be too many postponements sought. However, there has been a gradual improvement and realisation by most clubs that there is a need to adhere to a prearranged programme of fixtures but, unfortunately, there are a small number of persistent ‘offenders’ who continue to seek postponements/rearrangements for very frivolous reasons. The recent decision to circulate committee minutes, including details of postponements, should reduce the number of trivial applications.   

One matter of concern is the significant number of games conceded by clubs, some where the team was no longer involved in either promotion or relegation and, the second instance, where a club has more than one team in a category and finds difficulty in fielding a team. The situation whereby a team finds itself in the comfort zone and, consequently, proceeds to give a walkover or field a weakened fifteen impacts on a club who are facing relegation is an intolerable situation.

Grounds

Requests for the use of our County grounds continue to increase.  Apart from our local competitions at adult and juvenile level, our grounds are utilised by Central and Leinster Council, Dublin, Leinster and All-Ireland Colleges, Camogie and Ladies Football Organisations. While it is understandable that the majority of clubs wish to play important games in Parnell Park, this is not possible as it would permanently damage the natural playing surface. 

Attendances at the majority of championship games in Parnell Park were extremely disappointing during the year and questions the value of playing some fixtures at the venue. It was remarkable to witness the mass exodus of spectators after some games as a second attractive fixture was about to commence. The County Board and clubs both need to look at ways of promoting the games - both to club members and members of the public - through publicity in the club and, around the local community, as well as media outlets such as local newspapers and radio stations. 

I am indebted to our grounds-man Noel Brady for his efforts in ensuring that our playing pitches are in pristine condition. I want to acknowledge the outstanding commitment of Siobhán Gibbons who retired from her role in O’Toole Park after many years of dedicated service. A special word of thanks to Patsy Kiernan for his attention to Parnell Park. His willingness to cater for the games programme and protracted committee meetings are very much appreciated. In addition, his fundraising initiatives in supplying complimentary team sheets and an annual coffee morning in Parnell Park raised €9,500 for Raheny Hospice.

The numerous games programmes staged in Parnell Park entail a significant amount of time for the essential preparation and planning. This involves communicating with all the statutory agencies to ensure the safety of all our patrons. Noel Murphy does significant background work in this area and also on match days. I am also indebted to the small team of regular stewards for their assistance, their attention to their different duties and their courtesy to our patrons, which adds to the presentation of our games. I would appeal to clubs to provide at least one steward for Parnell Park which would enable us to create a stewarding roster, rather than the current unacceptable situation which requires the same stewarding personnel to be present at all games.

Sponsorship

We are very fortunate to have Arnotts, a company with such a high public profile, as our sponsors and we enjoy an excellent relationship with the company.  I wish to extend my sincere thanks to Arnotts and Bill Kelly for their continuous support and generosity. Our three year sponsorship of our domestic competitions by the Evening Herald ends this year and we appreciated their support. O’Neills continue to supply playing apparel for our county teams and the excellent service from Tony Towell is much appreciated. We are also indebted to a number of other sponsors who provide valuable financial assistance to the County Committee. 

Communications Committee

Our Communications Committee, under the chairmanship of Gerry O’Sullivan, produce the annual yearbook and match programmes for inter-county games. The Committee produced an outstanding souvenir programme on the occasion of the Dublin v Tyrone game that launched the floodlights in Croke Park. I want to thank the Committee members for their continued dedication and willingness to serve. 

All-Weather Pitches

The number of all-weather floodlit synthetic playing surfaces of varying dimensions continues to grow (no pun intended) and provides clubs with an all year round surface where regular coaching and games can take place. Clubs have seen the benefit of these surfaces and these have in no doubt helped increase our profile in hurling and recruitment in the nursery programmes.

Referees

Lack of referees available to cover fixtures continues to be a problem. Clubs are reminded that, in accordance with regulation, they are each required to supply a minimum of two adult referees. There are a significant proportion of clubs supplying no referees and some supplying just one. It is the experience of the CCC that in the event of a referee not appearing for a game, those clubs who do not supply any officials are the ones who complain loudest. Rather than complain about the standards of refereeing, clubs should ensure that their nominees are both fit and competent. Coiste na Réiteoirí are responsible for the administration and development of refereeing in the county including the recruitment, training, assessment and classification of referees and courses are run annually. Aodán Mac Suibhne, as Chairman of Coiste na Réiteoirí, gives exceptional commitment to refereeing matters and has introduced some innovative events during his tenure.

Alcohol and Substance Abuse Protection Programme

The aim of the Alcohol and Substance Abuse Protection Programme is to reduce the harm that is being caused by alcohol and drugs throughout the Association and society generally. The first major step towards achieving this is to heighten awareness. The GAA has recently published a manual that is designed as a resource for clubs who want to know how to respond to alcohol and drug related problems that may occur at club level throughout Ireland.
 

In conjunction with Central Council and the Leinster Council, the County Committee will organise seminars in early 2008. All club officers and team coaches are urged to become involved with the GAA’s efforts to positively challenge the harmful use of alcohol and drugs and to provide healthier lifestyle alternatives.

Club Development and Planning

The GAA is a strong and vibrant association because it has dedicated voluntary officials at club level committed to the promotion and development of our games, with a strong sense of pride in and loyalty to their local community. These values are at the heart of the GAA family. Without its clubs and energetic volunteers, the GAA is nothing. It is vital in these challenging and changing times that we take a critical but measured look at our resources, structures and future direction.

At club level, a fresh approach to thinking and planning is needed to address the challenges. Every club can improve to some degree and this must be a constant objective. Working to targets - within an overall plan - is the best motivating factor.

Consequently, the Association has developed training and development courses that include a programme on Club Development. A number of clubs have arranged these courses where Club Officers, Committees and Members meet on at least two occasions and undertake a strategic analysis and examination of all club activity, structures and facilities and decide the future directions and objectives of their club and outline how they can be achieved. In summary, a club decides its priorities and sets its own objectives towards achieving them.

A special word of thanks to Susan Naughton for co-ordinating and delivering these courses with a diminishing number of facilitators.  Susan has been an outstanding Development Officer who was very committed to the training process and ever willing to visit clubs and give practical advice.

Cuimhne na Marbh

Sadly, during the past year, a number of our colleagues were called to their eternal reward. I know I will be excused if I refer to a number of people that I personally encountered: - Senan Connell (Garda), Mick Falvey (Civil Service), Jack Gilroy (St. Vincents), Gerry Beirne (Whitehall/Colmcille and Roscommon), Jarlath Finnegan (Raheny), Paul Gilton (Craobh Chiaráin), Jim Kearns (Wanderers), Jim Bannon (St. Sylvesters), Paddy Hughes (Faughs), Tom Mulligan (Round Towers & Dublin), George Somerville (Parnells), Christy Bermingham (St. Marys) and Tom Murphy  (Dublin Supporters Club).

Seán Mac Aogáin (Clanna Gael/Fontenoy) died suddenly while competing in a cycling competition on the morning of the Leinster Minor Hurling Championship final. John promoted our games at school, club and county level and had served on the management committee of the county board in many capacities, including County Chairman. He was extremely generous with his time and commitment to the GAA and the Board made significant progress in the financial and restructuring areas during his chairmanship.

GAA members and supporters were shocked at the sudden death of former county footballer and hurler, Mick Holden, last September. Aged 52, he was a member of the Dublin team that won the 1983 All-Ireland football title and also played in the finals of 1979 and 1984. A fine hurler and footballer, he played as goalkeeper on the Dublin minor team, which played Kilkenny in the 1969 Leinster final and won a Leinster Under 21 title in 1972. He had a great enthusiasm for life and hurling, in particular, in both Cuala and Dublin. To all our members who suffered bereavements, I want to convey my sincere sympathy.

Leinster Club Finals

At the time of writing three Dublin clubs have qualified for Leinster Championship finals. Fingal Ravens play their neighbouring Meath rivals Donaghmore/Ashbourne in the Intermediate Final.  Ballyboden/St. Enda’s who won the Senior Hurling Championship for the first time have excelled in Leinster with victories over Oulart-the-Ballagh and Camross and play Birr in the final. Their second-half display against the Wexford champions was exceptional. St. Vincent’s won the Senior Football Championship after 23 years in exile and have progressed to the final evoking memories of successful campaigns of yesteryear. I would like to extend my best wishes to all three clubs in their respective finals.

Croke Park Colleagues

Liam Mulvihill announced his retirement earlier this year. Liam was appointed Director General of the GAA in 1979 and, over the past 28 years, he has transformed the GAA into an organisation which is now a professionally managed multi-million euro sports industry. His ability, integrity and intellectual capability to address core issues in the Association was exceptional. Many of our current structures were originally suggested in Liam’s annual report to GAA Congress. Liam’s greatest legacy will be Croke Park. He turned the stadium from an antiquated creaking facility, to the envy of European sporting organisations and was the driving force behind its construction. Liam always had a keen interest in the strengthening of the Association in Dublin and was always available to offer advice and support. I would like, on behalf of all our members, to thank him for his friendship and wish him health and happiness in the future.

Liam’s successor is Paraic Duffy who has been a dedicated innovator and a central figure in key sub-committees for many years. I'm confident that the management of the administration of the GAA is in very capable hands.

Danny Lynch, Public Relations Officer and ‘Urban Terrorist’, also retires next year. Danny’s brief extended well beyond public relations and he too played a key role in many projects. I wish to thank him for his measured advice, support and friendship over the years.

Buíochas

I wish to pay a personal word of thanks to a number of people for their assistance during the past year. Gerry Harrington has completed two years as Chairman and undertakes his role in a quiet but very efficient manner. He ensures that all committees are working effectively and has established excellent relationships with both Leinster and Central Council. His experience and knowledge of the club scene has been of enormous benefit and he is always available to visit clubs when requested.

Along with Vice-Chairman, Danny O’Connor, Gerry is determined to see the development of facilities for county teams as a priority during his tenure. Treasurer Sean O’Mahony attends the office almost daily on a voluntary basis and assists with the organisation of games in Parnell Park, the administration of the Season Ticket Scheme, Research and the distribution of match tickets to scheme members. Thanks Sean. 

A sincere thank you to former Assistant Secretary, John McNicholas, for his support during his term of office, which concluded on his appointment as Secretary of the Competitions Control Committee. Patricia Monahan departed last April to take a post with Cumann Peil Gael na mBan in Croke Park and we wish her well in that role. Con Sullivan kindly agreed to assume the role of Secretary of the Competitions Control Committee, on a voluntary basis, until a replacement was appointed. It was a hectic four month period from May to August but Con’s experience of fixtures from the juvenile boards ensured that the transition was seamless.

I want to pay a personal word of thanks to Paula and Gabrielle for their continuing support at all times and, in particular, during the ticket season when it seems like the whole country are looking for tickets from the Dublin County Committee.

There is little doubt that during the past three years Dublin GAA has seen massive change in our coaching structures. Those charged with implementing the new structures were primarily new appointments and the work of Kevin O’Shaughnessy as Strategic Programme Manager is appreciated. He is ably supported by the Games Manager, Regional Development Officers, Hurling Development Officer, Regional Hurling Co-ordinator and Football Development Officer. 

I wish to thank our representatives at Leinster Council, Donal Hickey and Jim Roche, who both ensure that those charged with the administration of the Leinster Council are kept aware of developments within our county.

I want to acknowledge the support I received from the staff in Croke Park. Michael Delaney and Michael Reynolds of the Leinster Council and their colleagues are always on hand to give assistance when called upon.

A special word of thanks to the members of the Competitions Control Committee and Hearings Committee under the chairmanship of James Foran and Dick Butler respectively. The work of our various sub-committees is commendable and the commitment of their personnel is greatly appreciated. 

At Juvenile level we have always been very fortunate to have personnel to administer our games. However in recent years we are relying on the same willing officials to perform this role and I would appeal to clubs to source additional volunteers for our subsidiary boards. Many thanks to Chairman of Coiste na nÓg, Ciarán Hoban, and Secretary Kathleen McPoland for her continued efficiency and pleasant approach to her work. 

Bairbre Uí Néill also deserves our gratitude for her excellent work in promoting the Scór competitions. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues on the management committee for all their support and, finally, a special word of thanks to all the Delegates and Club Officials for their dedication and co-operation with me during the past year.    

Seán Mac Coisdealbha

Rúnaí

Coiste Cheannais na gComórtaisí

As Secretary of CCC since last August it is my task to present Convention with a report of the activities of the committee over the past 12 months. As one of three secretaries who served CCC in 2007 – the others being Patricia Monahan and Con Sullivan – I won’t claim to have a complete knowledge of CCC 2007 affairs and I apologise in advance for any gaps that may appear below.

CCC is a body which was given plenary powers by County Committee to run and manage 78 competitions in hurling and football in the County of Dublin over the past year. As you can imagine with that number of competitions it can be difficult getting through the games programme in the allotted time. 

Since taking up office I have found that there are two main obstacles to the smooth running of CCC competitions, one is the great difficulty getting results of matches when they are played. The other is the great reluctance on the part of some clubs to play games when they are fixed or when they are missing a player or two. In the case of results I would appeal to Clubs to ensure that results are submitted on the day of the match using the text service. Failing that I would ask that you please phone the results line. Don’t leave it to someone else, a missing result often leads to wasted time and effort and the frustration of seeing a fixture re-appearing on the fixture list later on.

There are clubs in this county who have used just about every excuse that there is for having matches called off or re-scheduled to a time when their best player is available to play. This practice is now on the point of getting out of control and CCC is intent on putting a halt to the messing that can go on around the playing of our games. Our new regulations will tighten up on the matter and hopefully bring about an improvement in 2008.

The forgotten man in many of the postponements is the Referee. Clubs more often than not neglect to inform him of changes resulting in wasted journeys etc. Like them or not our referees are an essential part of our association and must be treated with respect. Many of our refs are owed travel expenses for “wild goose chases” during the past year and I would call on the clubs responsible to fulfil their obligations to those refs immediately.

Championships

In a dual county like ours what looks good on paper in terms of a master plan becomes worthless if one of more of our inter-county teams has an extended run in the Leinster or All Ireland championship. Having looked at the 2008 inter-county plan one must ask if the club player really matters to those in Central CCC.  If Dublin remains involved in inter-county competition at any adult level until late August or hopefully late September we would have a very small window of time in which to play our own championships prior to then. As Leinster requires us to have representatives available for their club championships by the end of October it will mean putting incredible pressure on clubs, players – especially dual players - etc’ in order to get our competitions finished on time.

While extending thanks on behalf of CCC to the senior hurling clubs for their co-operation in playing off this years senior championship the issue that has to be decided for the future is….how many days before any inter-county fixture should players be solely available to an inter-county team?  More than one of our championships were disrupted by inter-county activities in 2007 and it is unacceptable for certain people to insist on one hand that players not play with their clubs for some weeks before a county game and then to criticise CCC for falling behind in the fixture schedule on the other.

Discipline

Discipline continues to be a problem and CCC dealt with a number of unsavoury incidents during the year. The new disciplinary procedure has, in my opinion, proven to be very easy to operate and has saved CCC a considerable amount of time in bringing disciplinary matters to a conclusion. Clubs should be aware that it is the intention of CCC to continue to take a hard line on indiscipline and to propose meaningful penalties on those who cross the barrier of acceptable behaviour at our games.

Leagues and Cups.
As in previous years one has to ask if our Cup competitions serve any useful purpose. The amount of concessions and walk-overs is unacceptable and renders the competitions useless in my opinion.

Our leagues are played over too long a period and some clubs not involved in chasing honours etc find it difficult to maintain the interest of their players over such a period of time. As a committee catering for two sports it is difficult to satisfy everyone but we must be capable of coming up with a better system than what we have at the moment.

Communications.

Since last September CCC has issued copies of the minutes of our meetings to all clubs. This we hope will give clubs a better understanding of how the committee works and a greater degree of openness and transparency in how it conducts its business.

From an office point of view I would appeal to clubs to appoint a co-ordinator or single point of contact with CCC. Far too much CCC office time is wasted dealing with phone and emails, often on the same subject, from several people within the same club or team. If we could deal with just one person per club it would give us more time to review our affairs and to plan and improve how our competitions are run.

In conclusion I would like to thank all the clubs, delegates and CCC members for their patience over the past few months as I got to grips with this position. In particular I wish to thank Carol Monahan for her help and guidance as I settled into the CCC office.

Seán Mac Niocláis.

Runaí CCC

COISTE ÉISTEACHTA 2007

Following the congress and special congress of 2006, changes have been made to the disciplinary structure of Cumann Lúthchleas Gael. In the past fixtures and discipline were two separate bodies, but have now all become part of the Coiste Cheannais na gComórtaisí (CCC) umbrella.  This is the first year of Coiste Éisteachta (Hearings Committee) which has been a learning curve, for both clubs and the committee. However despite some initial teething problems we have managed to overcome these and were able to satisfactorily adjudicate on disciplinary matters when a hearing was requested.

To-date we have dealt with 52 cases of which 31% related to Juvenile matters. Coiste Éisteachta is concerned at the ever increasing misbehaviour by mentors, parents and supporters at Juvenile games. Some clubs are set out to verbally abuse referees at all costs and are forgetting the most important part of juvenile games, which is the participation of Gaelic games among the youth of the County.  This type of unnecessary abuse directed at young referees needs to be cut out or we will have a severe problem in coming years when these players mature. 

This year has shown an alarming increase in physical interference and assaults to match officials by club mentors, players and supporters. Coiste Éisteachta wish to remind clubs that the onus lies on every club executive to ensure that all club mentors, players and supporters are conforming to a club code of conduct, and adhere to the rules of the association as laid down in an Treoraí Oifigiúil 2007. As we are all aware our games cannot proceed without match officials and if these acts of serious misbehaviour continue, it will ultimately result in match officials not making themselves available for games.

We have found throughout the year that quite a lot of Club Secretaries are not acquainted with the current rule book and suggest they obtain same from Croke Park and keep their members informed of their responsibilities.  What has come to the fore this year is the increasing trend of clubs appealing disciplinary decisions based on technicalities. We feel that this is ultimately counterproductive to both the administration of natural and fair justice of discipline in our games and the wider objective of promoting gamesmanship among members of the organisation.   

I wish to thank the members of the hearings committee for their commitment and time through-out the year. I would also like to acknowledge the help and advice given to me from the county secretary. 

Coiste Éisteachta Átha Cliath:

Cathaoirleach: Risteard De Buitléir

Leas Cathaoirleach: Donncha O’Ceara & Michael Saomhar  

Rúnaí: Tomás Ó’Sé

Coiste: Conn Ó Súilleabháin, Éamann Potts, Labhrás Mac an Bheatha, Rite Ní Chonchiúir, Ruairí O’Mórdha & Seosamh O’Laighin

Na Rúin

1.
That Rule 120 (B) Treoraí Oifigiúil 2007 for the organisation of the Inter County Adult Hurling Championship – not including Tier 2, Tier 3, Intermediate or Under 21 – as adopted at Special Congres on 20ú Meán Fmhair 2007 – be amended to read as follows: -

(B) All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship – Tier 1

The Championship shall be organised, for a trial period of 2 years, as follows: -

(i) Provincial Championships

These Championships shall be played on a Knock-Out Format. A ‘Round Robin’ Competition may not be organised.

(ii) The All-Ireland Championship Series

shall be organised as set out hereunder: -


The twelve counties eligible to participate shall be as follows: -

Antrim, Clare, Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny, Laois, Limerick, Offaly, Tipperary, Waterford and Wexford.

Phase 1 - Three seeded groups of four teams playing each other twice on a home and away basis. The top team in each group to qualify for the All-Ireland semi-finals. The two runners-up teams with most points to contest a quarter-final at a neutral venue. Scoring difference to count if teams finish on equal points (In the event of the Munster or Leinster champions not qualifying for the knock-out stages they be allowed enter at the quarter-final stage and replace either the group runners-up).

Phase 2 - A draw shall be made to determine the All-Ireland Semi-Final pairings.

Remainder of Rule 120 to remain the same.  Other Rules effected - or possibly effected – Rule 71, 78, 80, 81, 82, 85, 89, 102, 103, 104, 114, 121, 122, 123, 130 and 133.
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2.
Amend Bye-Law 1.2 to read: -

The County Committee shall consist of: -

· the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Development Officer, Coaching Officer, Officer for Irish Language and Culture and Youth Officer in accordance with the provisions of Rial 50 Treoraí Oifigiúil 2006 as amended from time to time;

· the Central Council representative and the two Provincial Council representatives;

· one representative from each affiliated Club entering and competing in the last Junior or higher grade Championship in which the club was entitled to compete;

· the County Referees’ Administrator;

· one representative each from the County Handball, the County Primary Schools and the County Post-Primary Schools.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

3.
Amend Bye-Law 1.3 by replacing County Second Level Schools Committee with County Post Primary Schools Committee.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

4.
Delete Bye-Law 3.7 

(County Management Committee {Coiste Bainistí} The representatives of the County Committee shall continue in office until such representatives, or any of them, are re-elected or replaced, not withstanding delays in, or the non-holding of the Annual County Convention.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

5.
Amend Bye-law 4.6 to read: - 

With the exception of matters pertaining to transfers and  grading of clubs and players the power and authority of the CCC shall be final and conclusive regarding matters under its jurisdiction and shall have the same force and effect as if made by the County Committee. Appeals against the decision of the CCC shall be to the Leinster Council in accordance with the Official Guide.

 Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

6. Amend Bye-Law 13.2 to read: -

The County Youth Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Youth Officer, the Chairpersons of both Youth Competition Control Committee1 (CCC 1) and Competition Control Committee 2 (CCC 2) and one representative from each Club competing in the last Under 16 or Juvenile Championship (under 15) in which the club was entitled to compete.  
Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

7. Amend Bye-Law 13.3 to read 

The County Youth Committee shall hold an Annual General Meeting each year at which the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Assistant Secretary.  

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

8. 
Amend Bye-Law 14.1 by replacing ‘both Schools Bodies’ by ‘Primary and Post-Primary Schools’

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

9. Amend Bye-Law 15.2 to read: - 

Both the the CCC 1 and CCC 2 shall consist of the following members, a Chairperson, an Assistant Secretary and three other persons elected at the Annual General Meeting and ratified by the County Committee and one Representative of each Club competing in the last under 16 or Juvenile Championship (under 15) in which the club was entitled to compete.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

10. Amend Bye-Law 19.6 to read: - 

The opening and closing dates for internal transfers shall be decided on by the County Committee after consultation with the CCC. The Grade to which the player belongs must be entered on all transfer forms.

11. Adopt new Bye-Law: -

The C.C.C. shall process and make recommendations to the Co. Committee on all applications for transfers and grading of clubs and players within the county.    

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais
12. Adopt new Bye-Law: -

Alterations and/or additions to the Regulations may be made at a meeting of the County Committee following notice of motion having being given in writing to the previous County Committee meeting, and also providing that the resolution proposing same is carried by vote of a simple majority of the delegates present, entitled to vote  and voting thereon.

Gaeil Naomh Shéamais

Recommendation
13.
One week of each month from March to September be given to club competitions only. All inter-county players must be available to their clubs for the whole week.
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