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I would like to welcome you all here this evening to our 15th Annual General Meeting.

The following were elected to the committee for 2007:

OFFICER                           PROPOSED           SECONDED

CHAIRPERSON

Liam Delaney                           Lebby Galvin              Caroline Magahran

VICE CHAIRPERSON
Fiona Kelly                              Lebby Galvin               Niomh Madigan

SECRETARY
Caroline Magahran                  Marie Denvir                Lebby Galvin

REGISTRAR
Mary Hyland                           Caroline Magahran        Marie Denvir

BOARD DELEGATES

Caroline Magahran                  Barry Coll                     Lebby Galvin

Mark Magahran                       Niomh Madigan            Fearghal Brennan

It was proposed that team Managers/Mentors remain as so many were still involved in competition. 

Managers/Mentors to be elected at a later date.

Minutes of 2006 Annual General Meeting

Lebby Galvin, Chairperson of the Ladies Football Section, welcomed everyone who attended the meeting. A minute’s silence was shown for those recently deceased. The minutes of 2005 Annual General Meeting were proposed by Lebby and seconded by Marie Denvir.

A number of Committee members decided before the meeting that they were going to step down, Lebby Galvin as Chairperson, Marie Denvir as Vice Chair and Niomh Madigan as PRO. 

Lebby thanked the Committee for their help and support during the year Marie Denvir – Vice Chair, Caroline Magahran – Secretary, Mary Hyland – Registrar, and Mark and Caroline Magahran – Board Delegates and Niomh Madigan – PRO. 

She also thanked the Managers/Mentors for the hard work and dedication during the year. The pinnacle of the year to date was the success of teams at every level winning the Dublin Championship, and the Senior team progressing to the Leinster Championship final against Senchelstown.

Lebby thanked the following for their help and support throughout the year, Mick Whelan and Maplewood Developments for his continued sponsorship. The club coaches Brian O’Regan and Paul McLoughlan, PJ Donohue for all his work on the pitches, Fintan Walsh for all the work he does in the club.

Lebby acknowledged the continued support of Paddy Walsh and the Executive Committee throughout the year. 

Ned Slattery, Paul Doran and all the bar staff for their fantastic work. Paddy Brady for his catering expertise. Gerry O’Sullivan for doing MC at all the matches and getting all the info on the web site. John Galvin, the camera man for covering all the matches, hail, rain or snow. Special thanks went to the supporters and parents for looking after the players. 

On the Player Injury Scheme, Lebby urged players to get their claims in as quick as possible as this scheme was huge drain on resources within the club.

Paddy Walsh addressed the meeting. He complimented the Ladies Committee on the great work being carried out. He also praised all the managers, players, parents, teachers and Board Delegates for their work and commitment. He wished the Senior Team the best in the Leinster Final and hoped the trophy would return to the club. He also praised all the teams for their success in the Dublin Championship and the Féile girls for their success in the competition. 

Paddy asked that all the sections support the club and each other and stressed that we were all part of the one Club. Paddy asked that members attend the Club AGM and support the motions put forward. 

Lebby concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and for all their help and support during her term as Chairperson. She encouraged everyone to attend the Club AGM and to support the Executive in every venture during the coming year.

SENIOR A

Manager John Dineen. Mentors: Pat Nash & Pat McGrath. 

Team Assistant: Lilly Farrelly.


After winning eight county titles and six Leinster finals this team and management remain as focused, hard working and committed as ever.  In the Dublin semi final we beat Skerries Harps by 9-15 to 0-02, and after a great match beat Naomh Mhearnogs/ St. Sylvesters in the county final by 1-12 to 1-10. The Leinster campaign started with two home wins over Shelmaliers 1-24 to 1-4, and Senchelstown 5-17 to 1-8. After being behind at half time in the Leinster Final to Timahoe by 7 pts to 2, they raised the performance in the second half winning by 2-13 to 10 pts. We look forward to playing Cornacon in the Semi Final in two weeks time.


Many thanks are due to Liam Delaney and all the ladies committee, namely, Caroline, Fiona & Mary, who have been fully supportive of this team, also Paddy Walsh, the Honorary officers and the executive members. Thanks also to Dan Griffin who organised badly needed sponsorship, Brian O`Reagan, Mick Bohan, Martin Masterson, Noel Sheridan, Gerry O` Sullivan, Ned Slattery, "Hammy", Mark Magahran, and all others who helped us, not forgetting Liam’s sandwich making army of helpers and our supporters.

 
Thanks also to everyone who organised the meal/ presentation function in January 2007 for the All Ireland winning 2005 and Leinster winning 2005 and 2006 Teams.

SENIOR B

Manager Fearghal Brennan. Mentors: Mark Magahran & Sinead McNeela.

In what was the Senior B teams first season in Division 2 for a number of years, it can be looked on as a great success. While we are still in the latter part of the league, we have competed very well in the cup, staying in the top half for the entire season. Our big achievement this year was the great run we got in the inter championship, winning all 4 round robin games in a very though group to qualify for the semi-finals, in which we suffered a 4 point defeat to the championship winners Ballinteer/St Olafs.


Many thanks to the minor management for their help during the season with regards to players. 

We would also like to thank the outgoing committee for all its efforts this season and wish all our girls and teams the very best for the 2008 season. 

MINOR’S

Mentors: Pat McGrath and Finnan Hyland.

Our year got off to a great start with all but five of our players winning the delayed U16 final. It was a great achievement and it was the first time we beat Foxrock/Cabinteely at this age group. Many thanks to Finnan and the girls, for all their hard work and dedication all through the winter, to the final in March.

We have won all but one of our league games to date and require one more win to retain the league. 

The championship started in September with a win over Fingallians and we now await Foxrock/Cabinteely in the final. 

Thanks again to Finnan and also to the U16 management team (Ger Basquel, Jimmy Walsh and John Archibald), without whom we wouldn’t be able to field a team.  

Finally, thanks to our Ladies football committee for the great work they did through the year.

UNDER 15’S & 16’S

Mentors: Ger Basquel, Jimmy Walsh, Pat McGrath, John Archibold & Finnan Hyland

2006 –U16 B

To start, I should highlight the success of the 2006 U16 B team which won the Shield Championship March 2007, after several postponements. This team was comprised of 9-10 players who have continued to play with B teams over the past few years, in challenging circumstances when it was difficult to get a full team. It is really encouraging that several of these players are now competing for places on the U16 team. 

The team was supplemented by players from underage teams, thanks to the generous support from Derek Ward, Seamie O’Neill & Barry Coll, Gerry Mc Girr. And special thanks to Gerry McGirr for support on match days.

15 & 16s

After some consideration, we broke with the tradition of separating the teams into A & B teams, instead opting for a 16s and 15s teams, with the 15s team been entered into a lower division in the U16 leagues. U15 players with good attendance at training & playing well get the opportunity to play for 16s. Similarly, U16s player who are struggling or returning to footballs (of which we have a few) are given a chance to progress on the 15s, with opportunity to make the 16s panel based the performance & attendance at training.

We have a total of 34 players between both panels. The training is combined with the minor training, ensuring we have a strong attendance at training on a continual basis and a competitive edge, which challenges and improves the skills levels of all players & helps the weaker players progress thus encouraging them to continue to play football for Ballyboden..

This structure also enables the training sessions to be supported by a strong team of mentors of Jimmy Walsh, Pat McGrath, Finnan Hyland, and John Archibald, all contributing lots of ideas, experience and excellent coaching skills. I really think this is a template for maximising the utilisation of the coaching skills / standards in the club but this requires co-operation from coaches. 

On the results, the 15s have won all their games in the League and Championship.

We are awaiting the Quarter Finals to be scheduled a.s.a.p.

The 16s are through to the Final in the Championship playing Foxrock –Cabinteely after beating Bridgets by 3 points in a fantastic but very tough game turning around the result in League in which Bridgets were the only team to beat us.

The only concern here is the continual deferral of games, including the 16s Final. This is an issue that really needs to be addressed for 2008. In order to retain the interest of the ladies at this crucial stage we need to be playing more than 4-5 League games and maximum of 3 Championship games (including the Final). A simple change, of playing two rounds in the League would help here. The fixture process needs to be overhauled and a timetable set out at the commencement of the season for both League & Championship fixtures, so that the mentors, players & parents can plan accordingly.
UNDER 14’S
Mentors Derek Ward and Seamie O Neill

2007 is a year the Under 14 ladies footballers will never forget. They will look back on an adventure which included 38 competitive and challenge matches.

They played in the 2006 Under 14 “ B” Championship final in Feb.Vs Lucan (winners). The Boden mini Féile in March (winners), The Dublin Féile April (winners), The all-Ireland Féile finals in June (finalists-Runners up), Dublin Under14 division one league and championship 2007 May to Oct (winners). Under 14 All Ireland Sevens in September (quarter finalists). 

The girls played in Sligo, Leitrim, Waterford, Tipperary, Laois, Kildare and Meath. They played County U.14 teams of Kildare, Waterford, Dublin, and Tipperary. They played The Banner Clare, Portlaoise, Arklow, Ratoath, Oldcastle, Breffy and St. Brigids (Mayo), Cahir (Tipp), Killeshin (Tyrone), Ballymore (Longford), St. Patricks and Owenmore Gaels (Sligo), Claregalway, Southern Gaels (Kerry).

The girls won the Dublin Féile and Championship / League 2007 beating Na Fianna in Na Fianna on three occasions. 

Well done to the girls - amazing! Thanks to a superb 2007 committee of Caitríona Carney, Bernie McGrath, Eleanor Ruddy, Fran O Brien and Colette Ward. Thanks to all our very generous sponsors, all the parents, Liam, Caroline, Mary and Fiona and Boden Ladies section, the Dublin Under14 County management team and County Board for your support. Thanks to all our match helper Dads. Congratulations to Dublin Under14 County management team (Michael Gillen – selector) and five of our girls Elaine McGrath (Captain), Ciara Ruddy, Michelle O’Reilly, Alice Gillen and Megan Carney on winning Leinster and All Ireland titles. Thanks to fellow club members and friends for good wishes and support.

The biggest adventure was the never to be forgotten All Ireland Féile weekend in Sligo/Leitrim/Roscommon. Congratulations and thanks to our very generous hosts in St. Patricks Skreen-Dromard in Sligo for looking after us. Report follows.
REPORT FÉILE PEIL NA nOG 2007

The Ballyboden St. Endas Féile panel represented Dublin with pride and distinction in the All Ireland Féile Peil Na nÓg finals 2007 in Sligo, Leitrim Roscommon.

Their hosts for the weekend 29th June – 1st July were St. Patricks, Skreen- Dromard in west Sligo. The Boden players and families were treated like royalty. Co- managed by Derek Ward and Seamie O Neill the Boden girls easily accounted for local Sligo teams St. Patricks and Owenmore Gaels in the first of the group matches. The final game in the group was a “quarter final” against Meath champions Oldcastle. This proved to be a typical Dublin – Meath clash going down to the final kick of the ball.

Ballyboden dominated the first half with some of their finest football this year. A wonder goal from Elaine McGrath and points from Megan Carney, Sally Jones and Sarah O Brien highlighted this half. Boden led 1 –7 to 0 – 2. 

In typical Meath fashion despite outstanding defending from Niamh Brien, Jenny Ward and Claire King Oldcastle drew level going in to injury time. Not to be outdone Boden got a free 21 yards out….the last kick of the game. Up stepped captain Sarah O Brien and posted the free over the bar for the winner…..nerves of steel.

The Semi-final required a journey to Manorhamilton and a meeting with Galway champions Claregalway. On a heavy wet pitch Claregalway were in control and should have led by more than the 0-4 to O-2 at half time. Boden again showed their battling qualities and with determination through outstanding performances from Ciara Ruddy, Alice Gillen (in goal), Elaine McGrath, Sally Jones (4 pts), Sarah O Brien (2pts), Jenny Ward (defence) and Cathy O Neill (attack) won the second half 0-5 to 0-2 with 4 unanswered points in the last 8 minutes of a fantastic game qualifying for the final by a score line of 0-7 to 0-6. Team’s best 15mins this year.

The division 1 Féile 2007 final was Sun July 1st in beautiful Páirc Seán Mac Diarmada in Carrick on Shannon between Ballyboden St. Endas and Southern Gaels (Kerry). This was a bridge too far for the Boden girls who despite a battling performance and the loss of Michelle O Reilly (injured) went down 0-6 to 0-2. Kerry were dominant throughout he field despite the efforts of Alice Gillen (4 great saves), Ciara Ruddy (midfield), Claire King, Michelle Clancy (defence) and Elaine McGrath (U.14 Dublin Capt.) Sally Jones and Megan Carney.

Congratulations to Ballyboden on a marvellous achievement. As a group since their nursery days they have had some memorable occasions and look forward to a bright future on the playing fields. Congratulations to all involved players mentors (Derek/Seamie), club officials, parents and supporters on a successful enjoyable Féile week-end – never to be forgotten – All Ireland finalists 2007.

Panel:

Stephanie Connell, Maria McGrath, Michelle O’Reilly, Jenny Ward, Alice Gillen, Elaine McGrath, Niamh Doyle, Aoife O’Gara, Niamh Brien, Sarah Burns, Eimear Duffy, Ciara Ruddy, Megan Carney, Claire King, Michelle Clancy, Tracey Kennedy, Emma Doyle, Sarah O’Brien (Capt.), Sally Jones, Anna Stafford, Nicole Basquel, 

Cathy O Neill, Meave Scully, Grainne Archibald, Suzanne O’Reilly, Ciara Cotter. 
UNDER 13A

Mentors: Robbie Murphy and Eugene Duffy

It’s been a good Year for the U13 girls with five league wins out of six and a place in the championship final. There has been a marked improvement in standards this year and with only one hiccup the girls have had some really terrific games against tough opposition. 

All the girls have been progressing really well with a number of them involved with the Dublin development Squad. Six of our girls were involved with the Féile team and gained valuable experience as well as great success. 

We would like to thank the girls and parents who have been a tremendous support all season and wish them great success in the coming year.

UNDER 12A

Mentors: Muriel Falconer, Rita Curtis, Philip Brady & Bernard Curtis

This team started the year not knowing what to expect in Division1 as they had played in Division3 in 2006. Much to their surprise they have gone unbeaten and have won their league Division1& their Championship Division1.

 

These wins did not come easy as all the team put a lot of work in at our training sessions all year round.

A special thank you to the Cremin family & Kielys public house, Donnybrook for their generous sponsorship of set of jerseys.

A big thank you to Niall Brady for his assistance at all of our training sessions. We have had a lot of help from parents throughout the year for which we are very grateful.

Well done to the ladies football committee & executive committee for all their help and hard work throughout the year.

It has been a fruitful year and all the mentors are looking forward to next year, which has started already with training on the all weather, pitch every Wednesday. 

UNDER 12B

Manager: Niall Kelly Mentor: Grainne Nolan 

This team competed in Division 3 South League and Championship. In the league the team won 4 and lost 2 and are currently in second place in the division awaiting opposition back matches. In the championship we drew our first match to St Judes and beat them in the replay, we then went on to play Na Dubhghall in the next round only to be beaten. 

This team had a small core of under 12 girls and relied on the under 11’s for players. Only for the assistance of Mick Gillen and Mick Aylmer this team could not have competed in either competition.

UNDER 11’S

Mentors: Michael Gillen, Michael Aylmer and Ciaran Colclough 

The girls have been training since the end of January. We have an average of 50 girls training every Thursday evening from 7-8pm. Unfortunately we only entered one U11 team (at the start of the season we had approximately 30 girls showing up for training but this number grew quickly). This training session is shared with the U12B team (who have a core group of approximately 10 girls). 

Despite only having 5 teams in division 1, we still have fixtures outstanding. Of the 5 league games played, we have played Castleknock twice and been successful both times; we played Foxrock Cabinteely once and lost by two points, we have played Kilmacud Crokes twice and drawn both times and we have not yet played Na Fianna in the league. 

We also beat Castleknock in the semi-final of the championship. On 13th October we played Na Fianna in the final out in Clontarf. The match ended in a draw and we are awaiting details for the replay. 

We badly need a second U12 team next year and they will need their own time on the all-weather pitch from early in the New Year. It has not been possible to have constructive training sessions with the numbers in attendance every Thursday night (the numbers actually peaked at 64 during the summer!). 

Commitment is still very good from all of the girls but there is a strong probability that many will drop away if they do not get more games next year. (In the games we played this year, we had an average of between 10-12 subs looking to come on!). 

2007 Record (league and championship) so far:

Played 
7

Won 

3

Drew 

3

Lost 

1

THE UNDER 10’S

Manager Barry Coll. Mentors: Thomas Finnegan & Sean McGinn.

The 2007 under 10s began the year in somewhat tentative and hesitant fashion and shipped some heavy defeats. However as Spring turned to Summer their skill level and confidence grew and this culminated in a draw and a win in the last few league games before the break.

September saw further progress and a great draw with league leaders Foxrock/Cabinteely was followed by a superb second half display against Killmacud in which the Crokes were held scoreless!

Undoubtedly though all of this was only a warm up to a heart warming and cracking display in the Shield final in October. This match was certainly their best game of the season and an opening blitz of 2-1 from the first three attacks laid the foundation for a great and well deserved win! Enthusiasm is now running very high and next season cannot come soon enough.

The team has played 14 matches since March and each girl has improved enormously, while having great fun at the same time.

Many thanks to all who helped with lifts, laundry, dressing rooms etc. and well done to fellow mentors Thomas Finnegan, Sean McGinn (both of whom will continue next year) and Laura Murphy.

UNDER 9’S

Manager: Mick Higgins Mentors: Pat Conway and Tom Ball

The team has grown from 19 players to an average of 34/35 players. We get a great response from training on Thursday night and Saturday mornings. We get some help from parents but could do with some more.

So far we had 2 challenge matches since September, one against Foxrock/Cabinteely and the other against Cuala. In both match we have seen a fantastic improvement in our girls. We have another match in 3 weeks against Scoil Uí Connell.

As we will be entering into a league next year I think it might be best if 2 teams were entered. I would like this opportunity to thank all the parents for their help throughout the year.

NURSERY

Co-ordinator: Barry Coll

The nursery is thriving- there is just no other way to describe it. There is an average attendance of 50 girls between ages 6 to 8, while a further 25 U9 are working away diligently under the guidance of Mick Higgins, Pat Conway and Tom Ball.

Many, many thanks for their wonderful work with the tots to Alice Gillen, Cathy Basquel, Rachel Basquel, Laura Murphy, Elaine McGrath, Eadoin Walsh and Danielle Brogan. Hopefully we will see Aisling (Keane) and Jenny (Wallace) back again on Saturday mornings also.

The club should be very proud of and grateful to these girls for their great work and commitment.

Many thanks, also, to Paul McLoughlin for all his coaching help and his unfailing good humour.       


Finally

This has been yet another successful year for Ladies Football and Ballyboden St Endas. The Senior A’s have brought home another Dublin and Leinster Cup, the Under 14 Féile girls represented Dublin in the All Ireland Féile and reached the Final – no mean feat! They also won the Dublin Championship. We also had 6 girls representing us on the All Ireland Under 14 winning team. Under 12A’s won both the Championship and the League and the Under 11’s are waiting for the replay of their Championship Final.

We would like to thank all those who helped us co-host the Dublin Féile competition and the Leinster campaign matches – from those who manned the car park to all our sambo makers. We would not have been able to host these matches without all your help.

On a personal note, as I am stepping down from the Committee I would like to thank all those who supported me during my time as Secretary and Board Delegate especially the Committee – Liam, Fiona and Mary.

I would like to wish all our teams the best of luck in upcoming fixtures.

