Ladies Football AGM 28th Nov 2008

Nursery

Nursery is developing well with Brian O’Regan and Paul McLoughlin’s new planned structure, with a weekly attendance of approximately 65 to 70 children. All girls in the newly formed Academy get to experience both football and camogie and the feedback from both the girls and the parents has been very positive. 

U 10 Div 1 and U 11 Div 3

Mick Higgins, Tom Ball, Pat Conway and Mike Fitzpatrick.

We started out the year with 38 girls registered at under 10 level and 6 or 7 girls for the under 11 team. Basically to try and ensure that all the girls got the opportunity to play football we decided that we would try and mix the under 10’s with the under 11’s to make up a team as the under 11 girls would not have been getting any football. 

Practically all of the under 10 girls played under 11 at some stage during the year. The girls trained every Thursday in Sancta Maria with just a few days missed due to holidays and horrific weather. When there were no games on a Saturday the girls also trained.  In all we often had up to 46 girls training and once actually had 54 girls. This is not sustainable and there will have to be a change for the coming year whereby there will be enough girls at under 11 to put out 2 teams. 

Through the great work of Mick Higgins, Mike Fitzpatrick and yes, Barry Coll I expect that there will be enough girls to make a Div 3 under 12 team for next season.

One big issue facing us next season will be the need for more parental help and someone to take on the organizing of the second team. We expect to field 2 teams at U11 next season along with an U12 Div 3 team. We cannot continue to train and coach so many girls when there are so few of us. We certainly need some parents to take a more direct involvement as it is far from ideal and not permissible to continue without a woman or older girl involved. It would be remit of us not to mention Ursula Gillespie who rarely missed a session when it would have been easier to stay at home by the fire. Also, Nuala McGuinness, Caitriona O’Leary and Edel Tevlin for their assistance during the year. I never before met people so keen to wash jerseys.

U 10 

This was the girls first year in competitive football. They also finished third in their league winning 4 games, losing 3 and drawing 1. This was a great result as we rarely fielded the same team for consecutive games as a result of the combination with the under 11 Div 3 team.  This team made it to the championship final after some great performance against Clontarf and St Sylvester’s. Last Saturday they came up against a superb Foxrock/ Cabinteely team in the final when after a great game in atrocious conditions they were beaten by 4-10 to 1-1. A scoreline that did not do justice to a great bunch of girls. They are a credit to their parents and the club. Roll on the future.

U 11 Div 3.

Played 10 games winning 5 and losing 5 to finish third in the league. This was a marvellous performance when one considers how many of this team were actually under 10’s.

This team is in the shield quarter final replay next Saturday 22th November against Scoil Ui Chonaill after a very exciting draw after extra time in Clontarf last Saturday.

U 11

Thomas Finnegan Sean McGinn & Orla Scollard

2008 has been a good year for the u11 Team. We started of the year with a squad of 30 players which was too many players for 1 team but not enough to make up a full 2nd team. We amalgamated 8 of our squad with a similar amount from u10 team to form a B team which played in division 3. This arrangement proved relatively successful, however for next season we are hoping to recruit some extra players to field a full u11 B team.

We started playing friendly games in early February to insure all girls got plenty of game time. Although we lost our first league game to the eventual winners Foxrock/Cab we won the rest of our games to finish runners up.

In the championship we beat Fox/Cab in the first round and progressed to the final at the expense of St Anne’s in the semi final. The girls but up a brave display to Kilmacud in the final despite losing our star player Grace Walsh to injury and lost by 4 points in the end.

We have some more friendly games organized for the coming weeks and are continuing to add players to the squad. We welcome Orla Scollard from the Senior Team to the coaching staff who joined us in September. She has proved to be a great asset and has many years of experience playing senior football. We would welcome some of the proposed changes proposed at board level if it will facilitate players to get more game time without the pressure of winning. On behalf of Sean and myself I would like to thank the Parents who have helped with Lifts to games, setting up pitches and provided refreshments for visiting teams from Kildare and Wicklow.

U 12

Mick Aylmer, Ciaran Colclough, Fergus Lowe, Michael Gillen, Dave McFetridge, Martin McGlynn

First things first; the reason we have such a large team of mentors is that we have, on average, 50 girls training every Thursday night (hail, rain, sleet and snow!) and so we ran two teams for the 2008 season. 

The remainder of this part will concern the u12A’s, but it is important to recognise that they are all one large panel.  

The season started out with two outstanding league games from the 2007 season having to be played in February 2008 against Na Fianna. Up until we played them, Na Fianna was the only unbeaten team in Dublin but we managed to beat them home and away, thus securing a share of the league.

The league itself started in April and we had victories over Foxrock-Cabinteely, Templogue Synge St, Naomh Barrog and Kilmacud Crokes. The latter game was played out in Kilmacud and stands out as being the game of the season so far. Despite being down by 5 points with 7 minutes to go, the girls won on a scoreline of 4-11 to 3-13. Two terrific teams!

Our only defeat in the league was against Na Fianna. 

Indeed against Na Fianna, we noticed something that has followed on to the second half of the season. Some of the girls on other teams are growing much faster than our girls! While we have a few tall players, there have been times when it likes playing against an u14 team. This has been the case particularly against Na Fianna, Templogue Synge St. and Kilmacud Crokes. Next year, when our girls catch up, we will be fairly confident of correcting things!

The championship started on 5th October – which was a big pity because here we are, half through November and we still haven’t finished either the championship or the league. Not a single competitive u12 match was scheduled for the month of September. When it did start we were beaten by KMC on a scoreline of 1-8 to 1-7. We finished our season on a positive note last Sunday with a great win over Skerries Harps in the Shield. 

We have our league final to come against Na Fianna later on this month as well (or it could be December, who knows!). 

One of the great rules introduced this year has been unlimited subs. We have used this to play as many girls as possible, and indeed if the management are to be criticised, it is our primary objective was to give as many girls as possible a taste of division one football. A feature of the teams that we have put out all year has been the two or three different girls that have been brought up, every time, from the u12B team. Without exception, they have performed as well as anyone. For this we are very grateful to the B team management. 

Finally huge thanks to Aileen Ryan and Antoinette Murphy for managing the dressing rooms!

U 12 Div 3 

Ciaran Colclough, Fergus Lowe and Martin McGlynn

This team was put together in March 08 by Michael Gillan, Michael Alymers and Ciaran Colclough. Parents Fergus Lowe and Martin McGlynn joined Ciaran to form the mentoring team. 

Our Aim from day one was that everyone who turned up got to play, while supporting the A team when required and Vice Versa.

The Girls on this team carried forward the excellent mentoring received by Michael G, Michael E and Ciaran C and remained part of the one squad in all but Division status. Training has been excellent. Fun and friendship in the squad has been the highlight of the season, and the Girls had a great 1st season on the field of competition. Parent support steadily grew throughout the season.

Our adventure began on 6.4.08 against Foxrock/Cabinteely B and after a close first half our girls had a 5-9 to 1-1 victory.

We won our next 4 games  and clinched the league title with a great win over Lucan Sarsfields by 2-10 to 0-2. Children got a great boost in confidence and were delighted.

We commenced the Championship on 5.10.8 with a good win over Cuala B. Next up was the league runners-up Thomas Davis and we won 2-4 to 0-1. Next was the semi final V Fingallians. Game played during mid term break. Had a few key players missing. Game was competitive and we gave it our all. Lost 5-7 to 4-4.

We had 9 girls on the line that day (some only joined recently) but everyone got to play a part.

U 13
The U/13 team played 7 games in this year’s league winning all of them, many thanks to Bernard, Philip and Rita for their help over the last 2 years.  

Murial Falconer

 Last Sunday we completed the double in a keenly contested final against Kilmacud Crokes. We would like to thank all the parents and the executive committee who have given help through the season and wish all the teams the very best for the future.  Fearbhal Brennan

U 14

Robbie Murphy, Eugene Duffy, Sean Crowley and Sorcha Farrelly.

It has been a fantastic year for the ladies under 14A team having just last Sunday achieved the treble of Feile, Division 1 League and Championship. 

A lot of hard work went into Feile preparation and they were rewarded with qualification for Leinster and All Ireland Feile participation. 

Both proved great experience, with the girls winning a number of games but being pipped at the quarter final stages. 

Every panel player got to play full Feile games in all 3 Feile competitions. This helped us achieve the whole purpose of Feile which is participation.    

The experience of the Feile competition was fantastic and our host team, Donaghmoyne were really great. The management team would like to express our thanks to the members of our Ladies Football Committee, in particular Pat and the U13 team management for all their help and co-operation. We had great support from all areas of the club and would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks.

We gained two new members of the management team with Sean Crowley coming back to us and Sorcha Farrelly joining us despite a hectic schedule of her own. They have been very welcome and proven to be a great addition to the team. It has also been a very busy year on the fund raising side. We would like to particularly mention Ger Keane and her team as well as Yvonne Murphy, all of whom took a considerable amount of work away from Eugene and I. The parents came up trumps as well with a lot of personal and corporate sponsorship. We would like to take this opportunity to thank them all. 

We have had a number of successful Inter County players Maeve Scully, Sally Jones, Sarah Burns and of course the Dublin captain, Clare King. The team has grown in many ways and they have learned the importance of being able to win and loose. The girls have been magnificent in both and I know I speak for all of the management and parents in saying we really proud of them. 

We have been together as a team a long time now and we have gained new members along the way as well a losing a few. It is our aim to bring these girls all the way to adult football so they can continue the proud tradition of the club. We hope continue building on the success and traditions of Ballyboden St Endas.

U 16 

Derek Ward

Well done to a large panel of girls who have shown outstanding dedication to training and preparation in recent months. Victories since September over Croi Ró Naofa, St. Brigids, Na Fianna (twice) and Scoil Uí Chonail in league and championship have brought the girls to the championship final V. St. Brigids next Sunday 23/11/2008. 

The benefits of mixing training and having competitive challenges with the minor panel have improved confidence and skill levels. 

A number of the girls have made a significant impact at minor club level namely Alice Gillen, Elaine McGrath, Ciara Ruddy, Jenny Ward, Megan Carney, Sarah O Brien, Michelle O Reilly, Aisling Keane and Ciara Donovan. 

Thanks to the Ladies Football Committee for all their hard work this year to Declan O Reilly, Seamie O Neill, and Vincent Carney for their support in team preparation. Thanks also to parents Joe Clancy, Brendan O Brien, Emer Donovan and Michael Gillen during matches. Thanks to Finan Hyland, Ger Basquel, Pat McGrath (Minor Mentors). Thanks to Robbie Murphy and Eugene Duffy (U.14 Mentors) for their support. Thanks and congratulations to the parents and especially the players.

Panel: Aisling Keane (Capt), Orla Duff, Jenny Hughes, Ciara Cotter, Niamh Doyle, Aisling O Neill, Cathy O Neill, Nicole Basquel, Aoife O Gara, Grainne Archbold, Aoife O Toole, Tracey Kennedy, Alice Gillen, Róisín Kavanagh, Michelle Clancy, Claire King, Michelle O Reilly, Jenny Ward, Alison Byrne, Elaine McGrath, Ciara Donovan, Ciara Ruddy, Alice Farrell, Sarah O Brien, Megan Carney, Anna Stafford, Niamh Brien.
Minors

Finnian Hyland, Pat McGrath and Gerry Basquel

Training started last February in preparation for the league with a panel of 21 players, not including any of the under 16 players, we now finish with a panel of 14 players. Going forward we will loose 5 players who will be all outside the age and so we wish them the best of luck as they are now concentrating on adult football. In competition we finished second in the league to Foxrock/Cabinteely and we will meet them again in the championship final in mid November. Four of our girls played with the Dublin minor team this season Natalie Hyland, Rachel Nugent, Paula McGrath and Rosin Ryan with both Rachel and Natalie on the successful all Ireland winning team, congratulations to you all on bringing this honour to our club. Thanks to Pat and Gerry for all there help and encouragement through out the year also to Louise Kelly, Karl Young and Declan O Reilly who helped out when asked. Thanks for all the cooperation throughout the year to the under 16 management team of Derek Ward, Seamus O Neill and Pat McGrath whose girls are such an important part of the minor squad and best of luck to you in your championship.

Senior B

Mark Magahran  Liam Walsh

The year got off to a great start when we won the Tracey Staunton Shield competition held in Clann na Gael in February. 

This season we played in Division 3 and the Junior championship.

We finished the season in 4th place in the league and cup and were knocked out of the Championship by the eventual winners of the competition St. Marks.

Many thanks to Management of the Senior A team Martin Masterson and Brain O’Regan and Finnan Hyland and Pat McGrath of the minor management team for their help during the season with regards to players and training seasons as there were a number of changes to the squad with some players from last year being promoted onto the senior A panel. 

It was encouraging to see the talent of the younger players playing at adult level this season.

A special thanks to Liam Walsh who came on board this year as a mentor and coach.  Thanks also to Fearghal Brennan, Pat Mc Grath and Kevin Cahill for their help on match days and to Noel Sheridan and the other club officials for their help and support 

We would like to the committee for all its efforts this season and wish all our girls and teams the very best for the 2009 season.

Senior A

Martin Masterson, Brian O’Regan, Bobby O’Sullivan, Declan O’Reilly and Vevian Ruddy,

It was a mixed year for this team. After qualifying top of our group in the Dublin Championship we beat Fingallians in the semi-final to set up a County Final appearance against Na Fianna. In what was a great display by the team and probably the team’s best performance all year, we ran out winners by a score line of 3-14 to 11pts to claim the clubs 9th Championship victory in a row.  

The Leinster championship started with a comprehensive win over St. Forchairns of Carlow. Unfortunately we lost on our next outing to Laoise champions Mountmellick Sarsfields down in Mountmellick. At the time of writing we have one game remaining in the League and have already won the Cup competition.

I would like to thank Bobby, Declan and Brian for their help throughout the year. I’d also like to thank our backroom team of Hammy, Vivian Ruddy, Pat Nash, Lily Farrelly and Tonya Allen.

Also thanks to Pat Mc Grath and the Ladies Football Committee for their huge support during the year.

One of our concerns for the year was the late cancellation of a lot of our cup and league matches which mostly happened to be home games for us.

Ladies Football sponsor 2008

Don O'Gorman, W.M.G. Cork
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